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THE 

PREFACE. 

I HE three Dutch wars, wbicb 
ought to make a conjiderahle 
figure in the Englifh Naval 
Hiftoryj have hen very fiight- 
ly touched ufoH ly our Hifto- 
rians. Even Mr. Burchet*^ Accounts of 
thofe wars are fo Jhort, that they are more 
apt to raife the reader^s curiofity than to 
fatisfy it. Twas therefore partly to fuffly 
this defeH that I refolved to peblijb thefol- 
lowingjheets. What advantt%es 1 have bad, 
to qualify me for fuch an undertaking, will 
s^ear on theferufaU 

A a BefuUs'y 
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Bejides this, I mufl confefs that the very 
incorreH and partial accounts which I have 
met ivitb in fame foreign hifiories (particu- 
larly in Monfieiir de NeufvilleV Hiftory of 
Holland) have made me the more inclinable 
to engage in this undertaking. For I can- 
not hut he of opnion^ that it is of no little 
concern to the puhlick, that aBions that 
•were bravely ferforni'd fhbuld he faiihfuUy 
related. 

As this undertaking is of a different na- 
ture from that of Mr. Burchct, it cannot 
' hut, for the mofi fartt appear new even to 
fuch who have read his hook. Many re- 
markahle anions are here inferted which 
have efcaped the notice of mofi hijiorians .- 
And many others are related with fuch va- 
riety of circuntfiancesf as is not to he found 
in any other Englifli biftory. Bejides this, 
a judgment is often made of the credilility of 
foBs and (to render the account of Sea-affairs 
the more entertaining) fuch tranfaBions hy 
land, with which they had any conneBiony 
are injerted ; as alfo the caufes and iffues 
cfthe feveral wars. 

As 
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As I have every voheri endeavour* i to do 
ji^^ice t<y. our natiofty fo I ho^e it will affeart 
that it has always been with tj)e jtribtefi^ 
regard tQ truth; as far as the treaties 
manifedoes, proclamations and declarations 
of friaees and fiates, and the letters and 
journals of admirals, i^c. }oin''d with the 
t^imonies of the beft hifiorians botbEngWih 
and Foreigners, coald yield ajjifiance. 

In the choice ofhiftorians a due diflinBion 
has been made between fucb as writ during 
the time' of the fever al wars^ who were 
ttfually too much tranfported with the heat 
effajjionf andfuch as writ afterwardsywh^ 
were both cooler and better informed. Where 
any cafe is dubious, the accounts of both for- 
ties are froduced; by the helf. of which, 
any one who can judge by a Medium may 
form a competent notion of the fa^s. 

No other remarks are made hut fuch as 
feemed abfolutely necejjary to froduce a juji 
idea of things in the mind ff the reader ; 
and thofe, his hofd, are free from the lea/i 
tinHure of malice or ill manners, 

A J Througboftt_ 
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TTjrottghout this htftoryy our countf)men 
•wiUbave the fatisfaHion to fee, thatfcarce 
any thing has heen faid to their fraife hy 
their own hiftorians hut what is confirvf^d 
iy the tnifi noted "writers of other nations j 
and that there is no calumny, which fome 
foreigners have reforted^ but what is con* 
fuied either hy others who had learnt to 
ffeak no worfe of an enemy than he deferv" 
edy or elfe hy the nature of the thing it- 

I ferfuaic myfelf that, at a time when 
tar Beets render the nation fo farmidahU 
abroad, it canniit he unfeafonahle to let the 
cmrious fee hy what fiefs Great Britain ar- 
rived atfucb an height of naval fewer and 
rtpitalitn. 
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THE 

INTRODUCTION: 

GIVING A 

-General Account of the 
£ngUJh Naval Affairs down to the 
Prefent Age. 

TH E SaxoMs (who inhabited the Set- 
coaft of Gtrmany from the river RMk 
to the hotiittsoiDtnmtrk) are record- 
ed to have been a nation fo experienced in 
Sea-aiTairs, that they made their computation 
of time * according to the tidci. And that 
they were not without a confiderable force at 
Sea^ about the time of their fettlement in £r^ 
urn, is clear from the numbers of armed reP 
fell brought over by oaba, and Eitjjiij and Or 
tfaers, at the invitation oiHmgifi-y by the meant 
of which they not only pofleflcd them&Ivcs of 
a great part of the Brhi^ coaft, but conquered 
and laid wafte the ifles of Or^bir^. 

A 4 Thua 

* Seltkni Mace Clauljim, p. ija. 
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Thus ic appears that the Saxms ellabUnied 
their dominion over the Brttifi Seas by the 
power of their fleets, at the fame time as their 
armies extended their conquefts over the Bri- 

totfi by Landi 

• And that, long after their fcttlcment in Bri- 
tain, they were ftUl powerful at Sea, may be 
gathered from the ; ditputc between Of a, king 
of the Mercians (who was the chief prince of 
the rcv%n5i)X0» kingdoms, commonly called the 
Heptarchy) and Charles king of Frame (afterwards 
ftiled Charlemaign) about., the freedom of navi- 
gation j which is mentioned by Mewin and 
William of Malmihury, 

If towards the latter end of the Heptarchy 
they grew remifs as to naval affairs, and neg- 
le^ed theidomihion of the Seas, 'twas proba- 
bly owing to their intcftinc broils j which, 'tis 
Hkely, give the firft encouragemenr to thcDanes 
to begin their piracies and invafions in thefe 
parts of Eurcfe. 

However that might be, 'tis certain, that 
icon after the reducing of the Heptarchy to 
ai Monarchy by the famous Eghtt, the Saxom 
(who were become more firmly united under 
the' ^enerhl. name of Engllp) letting, themfelves 
in earneft to recruit" their naval force, the 
hetter.to-w^rfl off the invafions of thofe en- 
croaching Ddw/, not only recovered their re- 
putation at Sea, but raifed it to fuch an fieight 
as almoft exceeds belief, Tho' 
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■ Tho* the Dams (to whom xhzSdxtn jinmU 
give likewife the name of NormamJ fpojte ac 
that time the fame language with the Saxmi 
(who, before their fettlement in Britah^ were 
their next neighbours); yet there had been- 
hoftiUties between the nations of an ancient 
date. Their firft invafibn of the Saxm domu 
niuns in BfUatn was a little before the ereding 
of the Engli^ Monarchy^ vtz. in the year 787,- 
At wiuch time' tho' they did littlc-mcwe't'^toi 
fake a view of the coaft, yet the diKaavefio* 
they then made were, it feems, 'fufficient t» 
beget in them a dcfire to return; For - it was 
not long e're they made a fecohd ';i^ with 
greater numbers, plundering feveral villages^ 
and carrying off fome prKbners. Thus en-; 
couraged by finding the Seas unguarded, they 
returned from time to time, landing fometimes' 
in the liortbj fometimes in the Wt/, fometimes 
in feveral places at once; fo that the mifc- 
table inhabitants of the Sea-coafts were ha- 
rals'd by continual alarms, as being every 
where cxpofed to the infults of a barbarou^ 
enemy. Yet ftill they defended themfelvcs 
with vigor, and, by frequent and bloody . 
defeats, often obliged the Dants to quit the 
country, though they could not deprive them 
of the inclination to return. 
" But at laft, king Alfred^ grandfon of Eghert, 
the founder of the ^gUpi MetMrcbyj by increafing 
« -■ - hit 
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bii ntval power, gare the oioft effedual check 
Co thofe intruding Dmus. And his condud be- 
ing imitaced by dircrs of his fucceffors, (par- 
ticularly by the great Atbtlfian and SJgttr) the 
enemy was foon obliged to leare the Britipi Seas i 
whichj together with their iflands, were en- 
tirely reduced under the dominion of the 
Si^lifiit whole naral power was at that time 
the greateft in the known world. 

But after the deccaCe of the famous king 
E^M-f the Ei^ltjhj growing regardlels of Sea-af- 
£urs, gare encouragement to the Pif/w/ to renew 
their invasions with greater numbers and fury. 
Thus the war was carried on, with little incer- 
miflion, for the fpace of abore two hundred 
years ( reckoning from the time of the firft 
landing of the DmksJ till at Uft, the want of 
a fufficient naval force, to maintain the domi- 
nion of the Seasj proved the ruin of the Englipi 
forereignty at Land. For the Dmus^ after M- 
fering many defeats and expulfions, having 
fubdued one part of the country by force, and 
the refl by treachery, obtaioed the govern- 
ment i leaving to the EniUp the fame of ha- 
ving made the longefl and moft vigorous 
defence, that is any where mentioned in hi- 
ftory. For if we confider the number of bat- 
tles both by Sea and Land, (by fome compu- 
ted to have been about an hundred) in moit 
of which the En^HJb appear to have been 
vidoriout, 
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vidorious; it may, without {lartiality, be af- 
firmed, thac the Roman wellern empire fell with 
fewer blows, and in much lefs time, before its 
barbarous invaders^ than this third part of our 
Britt^ ifle. Nor did the Dtmtt long enjoy the 
fruits of their two hundred years labours; 
for at the end of three fliort reigns (making 
together about twenty-four years) they were 
either cut off or expelled the country* having, 
after fo long a ftri^le, introduced but little 
mixture of blood, and no change either of 
laws, cuftoms, language, or religion. 

The Engli^ rojral line being reftored, Icij^ 
Edward tix Cmftfor (who had learned wifdom 
by the fatal experience of others) applied him- 
felf to the increafrng his Sea-forces j by which 
means he preferved his kingdom in peace, not* 
withAanding the utmoft efforts of the Dam^ 
and Iri^ pyrats. 

But the fudden invafions of two powerful 
princes, at once, rendered all the care and 
condud of the ufurper Harold, who fucceed- 
cd him, ineffedaaL For almoft at the. fame 
time that Harald Harfagtr^ king of Denmark, land- 
ed in the Nmb^ WUlUm duke of Normimdy in- 
vaded the Smti, without refiftance from the 
Eiiglifii fleet, which was failed to oppofe the 
Dantt. The former of thefe was forced to 
yield the vidory to the fupenor bravery of the 
Ei^Iifi ufurper, with the Ic^ not only of his 
fleet 
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fleetand army, but of hit life. But the latter, 
who came not in as an open enemyj but as 
an injured prince who had no other view than 
to affert his right to the crOwn, unjuftly de- 
tained from him by the ufurper, fucceeded 
better. For tho' he met with great refiftance 
from the cfurper and his vitaorious army, yet 
the advantage of his long bows, (weapons at 
that time, not in ufe with the Enilijh) joined 
with the death of his rival and his own fpecious 
precenfions, gained him in few months that 
crown which the Danes had been contcnding- 
for atleaft two entire ages. 

Duke WUliam founded his pretenfions to the 
EngUp crown on the donation of the late king 
Eivari^ which donation is faid to have been 
confirmed by the confent of the nobility and 
people of Epgland^ OS alio by an oath of Harold 
himfelf. It was likcwife approved by the pope, 
who, to encourage the duke in his defign of af- 
ferting his right, fcnt hita fevcral prefents to- 
gether with his blelEng^^ndat the lame time 
thundered out his Anatbema^t againft all fuch 
who fliould oppofe him. 

It was on the mentioned donation of his 
hinfman kirtg Edward, that this Norman prince 
continued to found his title to the crown, even 
.after the defeat of Harold; the fir-name of Ow- 
^ueror being never affumed by himfelf, nor gi- 
ven him by others, till after his deceafe ;. and 
then^ 
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then, not on account of any proper conqueft 
of the nation, but (as AJam Jt Mmmetb aifure* 
us) purely with regard to his riftory over HareU 
and his adherents. Accordingly, at his coro- 
nation, he fwore to maintain the ancient laws, 
colleded by king Edward^ in which he ncTcr 
made any effencial alteration. So that the 
people of England have had the good fortune 
almoft conftantly to enjoy the benefit of their 
own laws, fince their arrival in Britain^ for aC 
lealt twelve hundred years; and before that 
(for ought with any certainty appears) from 
immemorial ages : Whereas the Romkm could 
not preferve theirs above fevcn hundred year* 
from being fubjeiSed to the fucceffive ambi- 
tion of their fellow- citizens, nor above twelve 
or thirteen hundred years from being entirely 
trampled on by the violence of foreign in- 
vaders. 

Such a revolution, however, could not be 
brought about without great inconveniences: 
But thefe were fufficiently ballanced by the 
advantages the nation afterwards received 
from thence. For they foon had the iatisfac- 
tion to fee thofe Norman ftrangers (inconfide- 
rable for number, and almoft loft in the une- 
qual mixture) forget the difference of blood, 
and glory in the name of Er^lijh. They foon 
faw their naval power increafed, and the art 
of war improved. Nor was it long e're, by 
making 
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making an abfolute conquefi of Norm*ndy^ they " 
opened a way to the conqaell of Framie. From 
chis time the Eiiglifi (whofe anions had been 
fo long confined within the bounds of the 
Brtti^ Seas) began to render themfelTes more 
conOderable abroad. The naral expeditions^ 
and the exploits of Richard and Edward I. 
in the Holy Umd^ together with the conqueft 
©f C;pr>tt, fpread the terror of their arms 
among the more warlike nations of the 
Esfi: and the glorious anions of Edward III. 
Edward the BImI Prince, John of Gaunt, Henry 
V> J<^n duke of Bedford, and many others, 
both by lea and land, rendered them no lels 
fornudable in the fVeJl: Infomach that fome 
nations have lince thought it no ill policy 
to light under an Engltfit difguife. Of this 
a remarkable inftance was fcen in the war 
between Charles VIIL of France and the duke 
of Bretegue, who cloathed part of his troops 
in Engl^ habits J as alfo at the iiege of C*- 
fiel-Rodrigo in Tortugal Anno 1664, where the 
Rtrtu^efe in the fame difguife ftruck the Spa- 
niards with a pannick fear, and conquered 
almoft without fighting. 

Though the anions of the Biglipt by Sea, 
even in the remoter ages, were not inferior 
CO their exploits by Land ; yet their naval pow- 
er wanted the fupport of an cxtenlivc com- 
merce managed by their own people. The 
trade 



D,£,,t,7P-hy Google 



Columna Rofirata. ij 

trade of this nation was many years in the 
hands of foreigners^ who engrofled the whole 
profit of the EngUpi commodities^ to the infi- 
nite damage of the natives. From thofe our 
greateft kings were fotnetime* obliged to hire 
Ihips and lea-men ; their own people haring 
not fo much experience in the failing as in 
the fighting part. But Q. I^ry^ by depriving 
foreigners of fome of the priTileges which 
they had fo long enjoyed, iirft raifed our 
greatnefs at Sea^^n its true foundation : And 
the politick Q. Ellx^htthj and her peaceful fuc- 
, ceffor, by entirely rcfuming thofe privileges, 
. and by encouraging mantifadures^ new difcove- 
ries and fettlements abroad, advanced it to a 
conftderable height. Since which, the A3 ^ 
Navigation has, in fome refpe^s, been no con- 
temptible improvement. Add to this what was 
done in the late reign, when, amidfl: the tri- 
umphs of a profperous war, a foundation was 
laid both for a firmer union at home, and 
a more extenfive commerce abroad. What Hill 
remains to be done, we may hope is referv- 
ed to be the glory of the prefent reign. 



CHAP. 
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.,C H A P. I. 

A f articular Account tf the Original cf 
the. Englifli Nation, deduced, from re- 
mote Antiquity ; as aljo of their mefl 
remarkable Anions at Sea during the 
Danifh War, 

SCTTHIA (which, in the ftylc of the 
Grteks, comprehended all the Northern parts 
'of AJj» and Europe) was a country always 
famed for breeding a race of men whofe 
rough tempers feemed very much to refcmble 
their native climate. Yet thefc,' either yield- 
ing to the power of a ftronger enemy, or 
elfe voluntarily exchanging their own un- 
couth regions for more happy feats, have gi- 
ven original to mofl: of the politer nations 
of Europe. 

The Swevet * (in conjunaion with the Getes 
and Saxons^ under the condu<!l of the famous 
JVadenm Odin) returning from t\ic Afiatick Scy- 
tbla, long after their firft migration out of 
Seandia on Scandinavia f, (a part of the European 
Scytbia) 

* Sfieringtiam de Anglorum Geniis Origine. p. 133. 
I ThK PtniHfula which contum the |un£doii» of Sotn/ni 
and Strvtj. 
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Seytbia,) are recorded to have ovcr-rim and 
conquered the countries now called Mufiovjr, 
Sweden^ Norwayy Denmark and Germany^ and to 
hare left their name to the Eajt-fta (fince 
known by the name of the Baltick) which 
from them was called Mare Suevlcum or the 
Sweuick-fea. 

A pare of thefe, which afterwards took 
the name of Saxmtf had for fomc time pof- 
felTed divers of the Northern provinces of 
Germany J when the Britonsy abandoned by the 
Rj>mansy and drained of their braveft youth^ 
found themfelres defencetefsj and almoft ac 
the mercy of their enemies. The Scots and 
B^Sy like a violent torrent^ had the fecond 
time overflown and broken down the famous 
wall which the Romans left as a barrier be- 
tween the Chrifiian Britons and thofc yet bar- 
barous Tagansy eiercifing whatever ravage* 
and crueltiesj either the difference of rc- 
ligionj or the define of booty could fuggeft. 
That diftreffed people therefore applied again 
for help to the Romansy to whom Britain 
had given the firit Chrifiian Emperor, and, 
who had once returned to their affiftancej 
but they applied to them in vain : For the 
RomoHs, being themfclves equally diftreffed 
by the multitudes of Gotb/y Hunsy Vandal/, 
and other fwarma from the Northern hive, 
which threatened no le(s than the entire 
fi ruin 
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ruin of their empirCj were forced to leave them 
to the fury of their invaJers. 

In this defperate ftate of affairs^ the BrttMt 
who had heard of the fame of thofe Saxons^ 
(which was much increafed by their late vvBto- 
tits over the Danes) foon came to a refolution 
to invite them to their afEftance. The Saxons 
wercj at that time, pagansj and by confe- 
quence no Icfs enemies to chriftianity than the 
Scots and PiBs : Yet the hope of rewards and 
booty^ fupplying the place of affeetion, they 
readily accepted the invitation. 

They came into Britain about the year 4;o^ 
under the condud of their generals litngifi and 
Berfa^ two brothers defcended (according to 
Beday) from the great IVeden, who for his glo- 
rious vidories had been ranked among their 
gods, and had left his name to one of the 
'days of the week^ WUnefday or Woden's-day. 
By their affiftance the Britons foon defeated the 
enemies j but they as foon perceived they had 
only exchanged one enemy for another : For 
it was not long e're thofe bold guefts began 
CO encroach on thofe they came toafltftj and 
being cootinually reinforced with frelh num- 
bers, they never ccafed till they had almoil en- 
tirely chafed the Britons^ out of the Saitbem part 
of theilland. 

Being thus become lords of the molt valua- 
ble part of Britain ic wa« divided into feven 
kingdoms 
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kingdoms (known, as was before obfcrvcd, by 
the name of the Saxon Heftarcbj) which after- 
wards contending, for fuperiority the Wefi-Sa^ 
xonSf about the year 8 50, prevailed over thfc 
reft and reduced the Heptarchy to a Mmarcbj un" 
der the great Egbert ; by whom the country was 
called England and the people EngHJh^ from th& 
AngUt from whom he was defended. 

The Angletj or Englijh-Saxmt, are agreed to 
have been a chief branch of the Sweviei na/- 
tion : Which nation was lb terrible in the 
time of C^fafj * that the neighbouring Ger- 
manif who had made trial of their valour, de- 
fcribed them as more than men; and Ctefar 
himfelf (miflaking them for Gtrmani') gives 
them the charaiSer of the rooft uwUke of all 
the German nations. 

Part of thofe Angles which remained ia Gtr- 
ms»y (for BeJa was, it feems, nuftaken in a£> 
ferting that the whole nation of the Anglir 
tranfplanted themfclves into Britain) are record- 
ed about the year 588, to have conquered the 
t Gotbs (whofe armies had twice conquered 
Rome) to have taken poffeffion of their kin^ 
dom which they had ereded in iVw^^, and ob-. 
liged their king ReJoljib to feek refuge la 
baljr among his councrymen. 

Thus much may with fome certainty be coU 

le<%ed concerning the ancient flace of that fa- 

B 2 mous 

" Gefar. Comment, lib. 4. i Pa&ad. Introd. p. 470. 
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mous people, which by the expulfion of the 
Britons and the redudion and union of the 
Saxon Hiptarchy, gave original to the Engltjh 
Nation. 

The rcduiftion of the Heptarchy to a Monar- 
chy (which united the disjointed forces of the 
Saxons) was far from being unfeafonable: For 
the Danes or Normans (being reinforced and 
grown numerous, fince the fettlement of the 
Saxens in Britain^ by the acceffion of the Da- 
dans') began about that time their moft fu- 
rious invafions on the Southern COafts of Europe. 
They foon over-ran the Netherlands^ giving, aa 
is commonly believed, the names of Holland 
and Zealand to two noted countries in thofe 
parts,! in honour of the Northern Halland and 
Zealand, two of their own provinces : And 
from thence proceeding to the coalts of Eng' 
land and France, they alarmed them by fre- 
quent defcents, and fpread fo great terror, 
that prayers were infertcd in the Litany of 
the trench for deliverance from the fury of 
the Normans. 

Againft thofe bold invaders the Englijh 
monarch Egbert, his fon Ethel-wolf, and his 
grandfons EtheWaUy Ethelberi, Ethelred and Al- 
fred fuccefEvely oppofed ihemfdves. But af- 
ter many bloody defeats and expulfions, the 
enetny; finding little or no rcfiftancc by fca, 
wa« ftill encouraged to return ; So that the 
famous 
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famous king Alfred (who afcended the throne 
in the year 872,) after a trial of good and bad 
fortune, in the beginning of his reign, waS 
at lait made .fenfible, that he might as well op- ■ 
pofe himfelf againlt the blowing of the windi^ . 
or attempt to drive the Sea from his coafts, as 
txpzSt to fccure his dominions by the force 
of his land-armies, againft an enemy who 
made hjs invafions from the Sea. Having , 
therefore fitted out a fquadron of light veflelsji - 
he fet himfelf to intercept the Danish convoys, 
and dilturb the enemy's communication with , 
Denmark. The firft encounter was fortdnate 
to the Englijh^ and raifed their hopes of fuccefs 
in this naval war : For of feven Damjh fliips 
which they attack'd, one was taken, and the . 
others difpers'd. 

But the Englijb fleet being much too weak 
to baffle the enemy's main defigns,thc war held . 
on its ufual courft, andthe Danes having al- 
ready got firm footing in Nortbumherlandy and 
receiving from time to time fufficient reinforce- 
ments from Denmark, they fo harafs'd king Al- 
fred's forces, that they reduced him to great 
extremities; Infomuch that for fome time he 
was obliged, together with a few faithful fol- 
lowers, to feek Ihelter in the woodsj where he 
fet hirnfelf to cSeSt that by policy, which could 
not be done by force. In thofe circumftances^ 
B 3 he 
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he performed an adion that well deferves a 
remembrance. 

Being deltroufl to difcOTer the poflure of 
the enemy's chief army, and not judging ic 
conTcnient to depend on the uncertain re. 
porta of fpies or defertcrsj he difguifed himfelf 
like a mufkianj and fo got unfufpeiSed into the 
Vant^ camp j where he a^ed his. part fo well, 
that, for his excellent skill, being introduced 
to the great commanders, and by them to the 
king, he found means to inform himfelf of 
their whole ftate. This artifice fucceeding ac- 
cording to his wifh, he returned to his friends, 
fuddenly drew tt^ether as great a force as the 
time would permit ,- and having encouraged 
his men with an account of the carelefs po- 
fiure of the enemies, he furprized their camp, 
and obliged Gutbram^ the Dani^ king of Ner- 
thumberitmd^ to embrace CbrifitoHity^ (which had 
been the religion of the Saxom fome time 
bffore their union under one fupreme bead 
or monarch) and to promife to depart the 
land. 

Soon after this, another fwarm of Danes or 
iJormms came up the iTiamit : But whether 
with-held by the late agreement between the 
two kings^ or deterred by the good pofturc of 
king j^e^i affairs, they only wintered in 
Kiiglamiy and from thence palled into Frsme^ 
where they made great ravages. 

The 
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The prudent king Alfred, knowing he fliould 
be no longer fafe from the injuries of a barba- 
rous enemy, than while he wa« in a condition 
to do himfelf jufiice, made ufe of thisfarour- 
able opportunity, to increafe his naral force*, 
and to take all necelfary ineafures for the fe- 
curity of his kingdom. He foon got ready a 
confiderable fquadron, with which he fcoured 
the Seas, and meeting fome Danijh Ihips, he 
took two, and in revenge of the barbarities 
nfually pradifed by thofc pirates, threw the 
men over-board. And foon after, he had the 
good fortune to come up with two others, 
which he likewife took, with two of their 
princes. 

But thofe dark and diftratSed ages admic- 
ting of no fettled correfpondencc between the 
people of diltani countries, it was fomeiimes 
impoHible, for the utmoft vigilance, ro pre- 
vent a furprize, thro* want of timely notice of 
the enemy's preparations : So that about three 
years after, the Datiet, with a great fleets en- 
tered the Ttiamtt a fecond time without oppo- 
iition, and laid liege to Rocbefier, But upon 
the approach of the Ert^lijhj headed by their 
magnanimous king, they were obliged to break 
up, and go in fearch of better fortunes ia 
Frame ; where they afterwards conquered, and 
poffcfs'd the country, which is now called Nar- 
msndj. They were no fooner gone^ than king 
B 4 Alfred, 
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Alfredj with his uibal diligence, fet himfelf to 
recruit and reinforce his fleet ; as knowing it 
was but half a viftory, to have obliged the pi- 
rates to leave his coaft, without forcing them 
likewife to quit the Sea. The fleets well pro- 
vided with all ncccffaries, foon put to Sea 
in queft of the enemy. Nor was it long, e're 
the E»^/j/fe had the fortune to meet, with thir- 
teen of the Dtf»(/t fhips, which they attacked 
with Xo much refolution, that after a fharp 
fightj they were taken, and all the Danet put 
to the fword. But as they were returning 
with their prizes, they happened to fall in 
with the groft of the enemy's fleet, which 
being far ilronger in number of Ihips, attack'd 
them with fuch vigour, as much abated the 
joy for their late viAory : So that the Englifij^ 
after a good defence, were at laft forced 
to retire with the lofs of fix of their veflels. 
But it was not long ere they faw themfelves 
well revenged near the coaft of Dei;eHJh!re, 
where no lefs than an hundred and twenty 
of the Dartip fhips were dellroyed, partly in 
fight, and partly by fhipwrecfc. 

As this lofs was a great weakening to the 
DantSy it gave for fome time a confiderable 
check to their piracies ; till having at laft re- 
cruited their fleet, and reinforced it with a 
number of gallies, they again prepared to in- 
fulc the mjftrn coatt. But king ^l/rtii^ being 
aware 
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aware of their defiga, had provided a larger 
fore of gallies of his own invention, with 
which meeting the Danet off the ifle of Height, 
he gave them a total defeat, taking and fink- 
ing all their fhips, and caufmg fuch of the 
men who fell into his hands to be executed 
as pirates : Which terrible overthrow and ex- 
ecution put an end for that time to this {«- 
ratical war. 

But immediately after the deceafe of thif 
brave prince, which happened in the year 901, 
the Danes, who had been meditating revenge, 
began to take heart and renew their ho- 
liibties againlt the EngUJh : On which occa-. 
fion, his eldefl fon Ed-ward, who fucceeded 
him, gave (ignal proofs both of his courage 
and condud. For he not only defeated the 
Danes in a great battle by land, killing two 
of their princes and making a terrible ilaugh- 
ter of their troops, but by maintMning a 
good force at Sea, he proteded his coalU 
from the infults of the Dani^ fleets. 

His fon Atbelftan, fucceeding in the year 
924, proved a moll accomplifhed and vica- 
rious prince. He defeated Godfrey the Dani^ 
king of Northumberland, Con^antine king of Scots^ 
and Hffwel prince of Wales, and enlarged his 
dominions more than any of his predecelTors. 
He was raafter of a powerful navy, by which 
he made himfelf formidable to the neighbour- 
ing 
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ing princes^ whOj for the moft part foughCj his 
fnendflnp by prefents. Among others, the 
idng of Norway is faid to have prcfcnted him 
with a rery rich fhip vrich purple fails. But 
the Irtp (who were at that time rery powerful 
at Sea) finding themfelves inclined to dilturb 
the ropofe of the Englijb^ and coming upon the 
coaft with a fleet of above fix hundred fail, 
headed by their king Atulaimi, received a 
terrible defeat near the mouth of the Humbert 
and were obliged to quit the Seat with great 
iofs. 

But the prince, who raifed the JE»g/(ii re- 
putation at Sea, to the higheft pitch of glory, 
was king Edgar, the fon of Edmmd^ brother 
to jithelfian. This great king^ w>o afcended 
the throne in the year 9^9, following the foot- 
itcps of his glorious predeceffors, Mfrtd and 
Athtlfiany obtained fo compleat a dominion of 
the furrounding Seas, as proved not only the 
defence of his own kingdom, but the fecurity 
of all the trading nations of Europe, 

To eifcift this, he is recorded to have fit- 
ted out three feveral fleets, condfting each 
of twelve hundred fail, with which himfelf 
every fummer, during his whole fixteen years 
reign, failed quite round the ifland of BritaiHf 
clearing the Seas of thofc fwarms of pirates 
that infefled them, and guarding his coafts on 
every fide. Helikewife fiibdued all the iflands 

of 
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of ScotlanJj with the greatell part of Jnlsiid} 
thus adding no ftnall weight to the ancient prc-> 
tenfion ol Britain to the foFcreignty of the fur- 
rounding S^as: ApretenOon^ than whicb^ aa 
nothing can^e more glorious and ad?aRcage- 
ous to the n^tionj when welt maintained ; fa 
nothing more HdicaloiUj if not efk^oally iap' 
ported. 

King Edgar's r^iDc increaling, the tradets-ci 
other nations biifame ambitious of fuUi^ un- 
der his convoys : So that to the title of hard if 
the Seaiy he added that of h-»u3or of Cammeree} 
which, of the two^ was fo mnch the more g^o- 
riousj as it is better to be beloved than feared. 

To make the world fenfiblc of ht> dominion 
at Scaj he once caufed htmfclf co be rowed in 
his barge by Kenmih king of ScetLmJ^ Aidetlm 
king of Cumherltmd^ Msceuft kil^ ot the IfiUp 

and five petty kings or princes of Wdu, while 
himf elf, as Lord of the Seas, held the rudder. 

The Danes, however, rcfuming courage fome 
years after the death of this prince, beg^ a- 
gain to infutt the Engli^ coaft : Agaioft whom 
Ethtlredj his fon, and sexc rticcelfor, fare CMiCy 
having provided a powerful fleec> had tha 
misfortune to lee it either deftroyed bycenk- 
peft, or rendered unferviceaWe by treachery. 
Whereupon the Bantr having over-run the 
greateft part of the kingdom, behaved them- 
fetTe»withfuchinfoleneeamluiiclty, that the 
En^lifi, 



D,g,t,7P:hy Google 



28 Columna Roflrata^ 

Eiigtifij impaticac of ferricude^ are faid to 
have contrived a general mafacre, which was 
accordingly executed in^ or about, the year 
^ooz. To revenge this (as ie faid) Stvaln, king 
of Denmark^ came over with a mighty fleet and 
army, and fucceeded fo well, that he obliged 
Etbelred to retire into Normandy. But upon the 
death of Swam^ (which happened foon after) 
Etbelred returning, drew fome forces together, 
and fetting upon Canutty the fon of Swain^ forc'd 
him to fly into Denmark. Canute^ however^ foon 
returned with a greater force, zadEdrik^ the 
EagUJh admiral, revolting to him with forty 
Ihips, and afterwards (as fome relate it) mur- 
thering the brave king Edmondlronfidesj Ethelred's 
fon and fucceiTor, with whom Canute had a- 
greed to divide the kingdom ^ the Dane feizing 
Edmonds fhare, was acknowledged by the peo- 
ple, and crowned monarch of England. 

The Danes being in pofleffion of the govern- 
ment, there happened nothing remarkable 
with regard to Sea-aSairs, during the reigns 
of Cmime, Harold^ and Hardtcanute ; upon the 
death of which lafi, the EngUpj difdaining all 
Damfii fubjei^on, refiored their own royal linCj 
by fetting Edward, the fon of king Etbelred^ on 
the throne, and extirpating the Danes ^ who 
never made above one confiderable struggle to 
regain their lolt dominion. This lalt effort of 
the Danes was in the year 1066^ when joyning 
with 
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with 7i/o, the brother of the Engil^ ufurpcr 
Harold, they landed in the North. But the un- 
dertaking was foon baffled thro' the conduft 
and bravery of HaroU ; the Dai^ king Harf^tr 
and 7efio were both flain, their army totally de* 
featedj and the whole Dml^ fleet feized by 
the viftorious Englljh, Thus the EngHjh ufor- 
pCFj like a meteor exhaled from the earthy 
was raifed up and made illufirious by fiiccefs^ 
that his fall might be the more reraarkable- 
For he had no fooner ftniflied the war in the 
North than he received advice of a new war 
which gathered upon him from the SoutB^ 
where WUliam duke of Normandy with fpeci- 
ous pretenHons to the crown^ backed with a 
good armyj was lately landed. To encoun- 
ter himj Harold led his vidorious trooys, ftiU 
reeking with the blood of the Danes^ by fuch 
halty marches^ that about a week after the 
defeat of the Damfi} king, another battle was 
fought with the Norman duke ; bat with very 
different fuccefs. For after a moft obflinate 
fight of a whole day, in which the Norman 
long bows did terrible execution ^ the ufarper, 
and almoll his whole army, were flain valiantly 
%htingin the field of battle, the ground where 
they flood and foaght, while living, being co- 
vered with their bodies, when dead. The event 
of this was a fecond revolution of the govern- 
ment ; the Emli^ royal line giving place for a 
ome to the Norman race, 

CHAP. 
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Am account if the finglifh Sea-affairs /'Mf 
the conclMfion of the Danifli war to the 
reiin of ^ Elizabeth. 

THE reigns olmiliam I. and mUUmRiffm, 
paired without any remarkable expedi- 
jtion or aAionby Sea; the firft that we read of 
being in thereign of king Henry I. Anno. xio6. 
when that prince, croffing the Sea with a con- 
liderable fleet, made an entire conquelt of 
Normandy, taking his brother Robert priToncr 
in a decifire battle, and afterwards putting 
out his eyes. 

The next expedition of oonfequence was 
undertaken Aimo 1172, by K. Henry 11. who 
paffing over to Ireland with a fleet of four 
hundred fail, reduced that nobte ifland under 
the dominion of England. 

Sue the prince, who may juflly be ftiled the 
reviver of the EngUpi naval glory, was K. Rlcb- 
0rd I. who for his courage was named Cmr 
de Lion, or lion's heart. This brave prince ex- 
cited partly by the fafhiooable zeal of the age, 
partly by the third of glory, undertook aa 
expedition againfl: the Saracens in conjum^on 
with FbiUp U. of Frante. His fleet confifted of 
an hundred and thirty fhips and fifty gat- 
Uca 
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lies, on which was embarqued a cooiiderabtc 
army compofcd of choice troops. By the way 
on account of fome ID treatment^ he feized 
the dty of A^Jfm* in Scily^ n he afterwards 
did the whole ifland of Cyfrmti and meeting 
a large Jr^ofey manned with fifteen hun- 
dred Straetiu^ he fought and took her aft«r 
a fharp engagement, in which one dioo^d 
three hundred Saracent were killed or drown- 
ed. Being arrived at Ttthmam or ^tn, be 
affifted at the fi^ of that dty by land, while 
his fleet blocked it np by Tea. Whereupon the 
fleet of the Sultmn at Egyft attempting to throw 
ibme relief into the [riace, there happened ax 
mgagement, in which the Ssrseemt were u^ 
taOy defeated, and moft of their fhips taken; 
among which were many filled with cond>u- 
ftible materials, together with cages of lire 
ierpents, which were defigned to be thrown 
into the Eiigliflt fhips. The fucceft of this en- 
gagement determined the fate of the city^ 
which foon after furrendered to K. RUbsrd, 
w<rfife bravery, during the fi^, had gained 
him fuch reputation that he was declared 
captain-general of the chriftian forces, in which 
quality he performed many glorious anions 
^aintt the infidels. 

This courageous prince, upon his return," 

compiled the famous laws of Olerm^ being the 

Sea-lawi of his predcceffors correAed ; by 

which aft he renewed the pretcnfions of the 

crown 
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crown of England to the fovercignty of the 
Briti^ Seas. 

His brother king John fucceeding him Ann» 
1199 fliewed himfelf no lefs careful to pr&- 
ierTC the dominion of thofe feat. This is plain 
from that memorable record of Haftings, where- 
by he appears to hare enaded that whatever 
foreigners within the four feas refund to firike 
to the king's lieutenant ihould be reputed ene- 
mies and rebels. After which failing to IreloTiJ 
with a fleet of Ave hundred Ihips^ he obliged all 
lie met to fhew that rcfpcd to his flag. 

In his reign and that of his fuccelfor Hm- 
rj III, dirers adions happened at fea between 
the ^ft^i^ and the Frenehj the occalion of which 
deferves to be related. 

King John being by his raOi conduA engag- 
ed in domeSick quarrels with his nobility, 
thefe, finding themfelres hard prefled, agreed 
to invite to their affifiance Levfis fon to 2%i- 
lip the Ai^fi, king of fr^rwe, towhom they 
offered the crown. 

Vhilif himfelf had formerly made a preten- 
lion to the crown of England by virtue of 
the pope's gift, occafioned by certain difputes 
between K. John and his clergy. But the pope, 
npon the king's fubmiffion^ having revoked 
that gift, and Hilif being forbidden to pur* 
fue his pretenfions, he turned his arms againft 
FerrandCemtt o{ Flanders y king John's ineni and 

ally. Whereupon the Englipi fleet confifting of 
fire 
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five hundred failj commanded by the earl of Sa~ 
Usitmy, the king's natural brothcrj was fcnt to 
the count's alfiftance: Which occalioned a 
bloody engagement near Damme on the coaft 
of Banders, where the Etiglijhf attacking the 
Frene&y took three hundred of their Ihips^ moft 
of them laden with provifions and ammuni- 
tion, and burnt and funk above an hundred ,- 
and afterwards landing with a confiderable bo- 
dy of troops, they obliged king Philip and 
his army to retire out of the count's terri- 
tories with great lofs. Thefe fuccelTeSj tho' 
they did not abfolutcly prevent the execu- 
tion of mUp's dcHgn againll the count of 
Flanders (whofc country he afterwards over- 
ran taking him prifoner in the battle of £«- 
vines') yet they made him almoft defpair oC 
gaining any advantage againft king Joba^ by 
force of arms. The invitation of the Englifo 
nobility was therefore very welcome to Tiilip^ 
who immediately difpatched his fon Lewis to 
take poifefHon of the crown which was offered 
him. 

Levis landing with a conflderabic army in 
England^ in the jrear iii6, was at firft received 
with great joy by the difaffeded nobility : 
And king ^olm^ endeavouring to put himfelf in 
a pofture to defend his right, was taken off 
by the fudden flroke of death j not without 
fufpicion of poifon. 

C Hit 
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' His fon F&tfrj III fucccededj but being un- 
der age, was committed to the care of Iftl' 
Ham earl of Pemhoke. In the mean time, LeW' 
if and the difaiFeded nobility were received 
by the Londoners, whofe example drew the 
greateft part of the nation into the lame in- 
terelt. 

While irtwiV was at London^ the earl of Btw- 
hroke aflembied all the nobility which had pre- 
fcrvcd their loyalty to king John, and prefcnt- 
ed to them young Henry ioh Urn, caufmg him 
to be crowned with as much folcmnity a« 
could confift with the diltra^ed ftate of af- 
fairs, and himfelf was afterwards declared re- 
gent during the king's minority. 

The news of young king Htnrj's coronation 
no fooner reached IjmJon than Leivk marched 
to reduce Hereford ^ which he took after fo 
great a refiftance as made him fenlible of the 
affedion of the inhabitants to their natural 
prince. The lofs fuftained at this fiege, to- 
gether with the general inclination of the 
people to declare for the young king, induced 
Ltivit to take a turn into R-ance, to provide 
fuflBcient reinforcements. Which abfence of 
Ltwilt was fo well improved by the wife re- 
gent, that he drew off many of the mofi pow- 
erful abettors of the French intereft ; and a- 
mong them the- earls of St^ittmy and Jrmtdel, 

Lewiti, arriving from France, tho* fomewbac 
liirprifed at the fudden turn of affairi^ attempt- 
ed 
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ed the relief of Mount/hrrel, which wa< be- 
iicged by fome of king Henry& troops, and meet- 
ing, with fucceft, he proceeded to attack the 
caftlc of Lincoln ; which cnterprize proved fa- 
tal to his pretenfions. 

The fiege of the caftle was preffed with 
great rigour, and fultained with no lefs 
bravery, till the arrival of the regent with a 
good army for its relief. The enemies, hav- 
ing notice of the approach of the £vf/f/% ar- 
my, took the refolution to wait their attack 
within the city (which had declared for £nf») 
and at the fame time to pufli on the fiege ik 
the caftlc. Bat the Englijh^ infpircd with fuch 
an eagernefs of fighting as is ufualty the pre- 
fage of vidory, made a vigorous attack at the 
North gate of the cityj where having over- 
come the obftinacy of their countrymen the 
malecontents, who had undertaken to fuftain 
the firlt fhock, they made a great flaughtcr 
of the French^ killing their general and en- 
tirely ruining their army. 

After this defeat, the cities genecaUy de- 
(erted the party of ht-wky fo that fcarce any 
remained firm to him but the city of Lmim. 
In this extrenuty he fends to folicit fpeedy 
fuccours from Frtinct ^ which, being got toge- 
ther with the haftc which the neceffity of his 
affairs required, were embarqued on a fleet of 
about eighty fail commanded by one EMfiaebi, 
C » who. 
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whoj tho* born a fubjed of England, had em- 
braced the French party. 

Upon the news of the French preparations, 
the regent in ail haile got ready a fleet of 
about forty {htps^ commanded by Hubert de 
Bourg^ which foon after coming to an engage- 
ment with the enemy, obtained a compleat 
vidory, * great numbers of the French being 
miferably deilroyed, their admiral taken, and 
their fleet entirely ruined. The admiral of- 
fered a conliderable fum for his ranfom, but 
it was fo far from being accepted, that Richard^ 
natural fon to king yohn, upbraiding him with 
difioyalty to his prince, in a rage drew his 
fword and killed him. 

This defeat concluded the war : For the re- 
gent, blocking up Lewis in London, obliged him 
foon after to furrender the city, to renounce 
all pretenfion to the crown of England^ to 
deliver up whatever places he had Itill in his 
pofTefljon, and to agree to depart the land j 
and not only fo, but to promife to perfuade his 
father WHp to reftore Normandy and the other 
provinces iivFrance which had been taken from 
the EngHjh, and in cafe he could not prevail with 
liis father, to engage to reftore them himfelf, 
at his firft acceffion to the crown. But Lewis, 
becoming afterwards the eighth of that name, 
never performed that part of the engagement 
which 

* Matttt. Faris. p. 393. Edit. Lomlln. 
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which related to the rcltoring of Normandy and 
the other provinces. 

From this time we have little remarkable at 
Sea, till the year 1294, when king Edward I, 
incenfed at certain piracies committed by the 
French againit the EngUjh, on the coaft of Ww- 
mandy, fent a confiderable fleet, under the com- 
mand of his admiral Rohrt Tiptot, who entering 
the Seine, funk all the French ftiips that lay in 
the river, and afterwards took divers others 
laden with wine. Whereupon the French got 
ready a flrong fleet, under Charles count de Fa- 
loa, who coming to blows with the Euglljh^ re- 
ceived a total defeat. However, they foon af- 
ter recruited their fleet, and furpriz'd the town 
of Dover J which thcy plundered and burnt. 

After thcfe tranfa<aions, peace being reflor- 
cd, the E'glijb right to the dominion of the Bri- 
tipt Seas was univerfally owned. This appear* 
from the declaration of the deputies of the Ger- 
mani^ Dawi, Norwegians, Helianderty ZeaUnders 
Friejlanders , Genotfi, Catalonians, and in effeiS of 
all the trading nations of Europe, in the cafe of 
Regintr Grwta/*/ admiral of France, Grimbald had, 
it (cems, prefumed to feize Ibme veiTels belong- 
ing to Guj count of Banders in the Britifit Seas 
without pcrmiffion from king Ed-ward I. Where- 
upon the deputies unanimoufly judged chat vio- 
lence to be an ufurpation on the right of the £«- 
gii^ crown, * and declared in writing that the 
C i Jongi 

* Stl^ Mue CUuTiun Cap. 17. 
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kings oiEnglattJ had always been lords^ not on- 
ly of the adjacent Sea, but of alt the iflands 
therein contained. This was followed by the 
fubmilSon of the Beming^s to the Englifi} domini- 
on or ibverignty of the Seas, made in open par- 
liament in the time of king EJ-ivard II. But in 
the reign of his Ton and immediate fucccJTor 
Edwartilllj the matter was brought to a new 
decifion by the fword, to the advantage of the 
iMglijb. The occalion was this : 

Leii/isj miipg and CbarUtj the three fons of 
Tftf/ip the Fair^ dying without ilfue^ Edward laid 
claim to the crown of France in right of his mo- 
ther queen IfabtUa^ who was their fiftcr. But 
fhilif de Valotsy whole father was younger bro- 
ther to HUip the fdiVjWas proclaimed king by the 
FrencbyV/ho made ule of the Salique law to exclude 
king Edward jCtiitfiy becauje he was a foreigner. 

E6;Vi;) wasnofooner inpoffeflion of the crown 
than he fent a fummons to Edward^ to come in 
perfon to do him homage for the dukedom of 
A^uitaln. This king Edward knew was in effeA 
to renounce his right to the crown of France ^ and 
to own that of his rival ; But an almott invinci- 
ble neceffity, proceeding from inteftine commo- 
tions in England^ joined with his own tender age, 
obliged him to comply. However, the infolence 
of the fummons, together with fome indigni- 
ties impofed at the ceremony, kindled fuch a 
fire in the breaft of the young king as after- 
wards broke out into a flame not to be quench- 
ed 
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ed but with Seas of blood. But time was ne- 
cefTary to furnilh the means of purfuing hU re> 
fentments. The diftraiftions in EngUnd were 
firft to be compofedj and the force of the 
Seats (then faithful allies of the Frtmh) to be 
broken. Which being happily effededj his pre- 
tenfions to the crown of Franct were refivcd, 
and the war refolved on. 

The beginning of the war was favourable to 
the French ; who with their gallies attack'd and 
almoft laid in afhes the town of Seutbamfton. 
But the next day they fuffered a repulfe with 
the lofs of about three hundred men. Nor was 
it long ere the fcene was changed from Eng- 
Und to France. 

In the year i;}9j king Edward kt fail with a 
confiderable fleet and army and landed at Ant- 
werpf where he firll affumcd the title and arms 
of France. From thence he entered that king- 
dom^ deftroying the Nerthem parts as far as 7«r- 
wi». Bat this expedition paffing without any 
aftion of confequencc, by reafon of king Efei- 
ap's declining to fight, he returned to England, 
and the following year fet fail again with a fleet 
of about two hundred and fifty fhips (otSlttyt 
in Flanders^ near which place the French with 
a fleet of about four hundred fail had polled 
themfelres with defign to intercept him. But 
nothing could refift the good fortune of king 
Edward^ or retard the approaching fate of 
Ftmui, The brarc young king ^ttack'd the 
C 4 enemy 
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enemy in pcrfoHj and fighting with no lefi con- 
du<^ thancouragCj gained one of the compleat- 
elt vidories that ever happened at Sea. In 
thisfightj which, lafted from ten in the morn- 
ing till feven in the evening, the FrtKfb loll 
both their admirals^ two hundred and thirty 
fliips, and thirty thouland men, moft of which 
were drowned by leaping into the Sea, to avoid 
the fury of the Engli^. This great lofs is con- 
fels'd by the French hiftorians themlelves ; but 
they add, that the Engll^ likewife fuffered con- 
fiderably, and that king EdwarJ was wounded 
in the leg. 

Upon this king Edward landed his army, and 
fat down before Ihurmy: But a truce prevent- 
ing the. progrcfs of the fiege, the war was 
deferred for fomc time. At laft, the truce be- 
ing expiredj he pals 'd the Seas a third tiine, and 
landing in Normandy ^ took the rich city of Caen, 
and afterwards march'd his army almoft to the 
walls of Varis. Then followed fuch a arain of 
fucceflcB, as we feldom meet with in hittory. 
The famous vi<aory of CreJJy where the kings of 
Bohemia and Majorca, and nine Other princes 
were flain, together with the glorious viftories 
at Durham and B)iSlieri, where the kings of Scot- 
la«da.nd France were taken prifoners, as alfo the 
great acquifitions made by this war to the 
ciowa oi England, might well deferve a parti- 
cular mention^ were they not foreign to our 
prefent defign. 

The 



D,g,t,7P:hy Google 



CoJumna Roftrata, 41 

The war with t^nnct (in which Scotland -wiaa 
Ukewife involved) being fini&cd, it was foon 
followed by a war wich Sfain. The oCcafion 
was chis ; 

Hmry the Bafiard^ having dethroned ftttr, 
firnamed rheCrutl, who was the rightful kii^ of 
Caple, the dethroned prince applied himfclf to 
king Edward for affiftance ; who fending his 
fon, the brave Edward^ firnamed the Black 
Trince^ with a flrong body of £»ff///i& troops, 
defeated Bemf% armyj and reftored P<ftr. But 
Hemy, taking his opportunity after the return 
of the Englt^a forces, dethroned Rrer the fecond 
time ; and entering into an alliance with the 
French^ (who began to difrelifti the late peace 
with England) he, by way of revenge, difturb- 
cd the EngU^ commerce, feizing feveral of their 
merchant-fhips j which were plundered, and 
and afterwards funk. Upon notice of tWs zA. 
of hoftility, king Edward fitted out a fleet of fif- 
ty (hips, and going on board in perfon, at- 
tacked, and defeated the 5p«>!w/fc fleet, confifting 
of forty-four fail, of which feventeen were 
taken ; the reit hardly efcapibg by favour of 
the 'night : In memory of which vidory 
he afterwards caufcd the ^fe i^obUt to 
be coined, on the one fide of which he was 
reprefented fitting in a fliip with his drawn 
Iword, as prote<^or of the %ttgU^ dominion 
at Sea. 

Yet 
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Ycc thii great prince was not without fome 
experience of the vanity of military glory : For 
fending the earl oiFtmbroke with a fleet of about 
fony fhips, to the relief of Roehelltj which was 
be&ged hythcFrencb by Land^ and theSpanUrJi 
by Sra, his fleet, after a furious engagement a-- 
gainft a fuperior force^ was totally ruined, and 
i^e earl taken prifoncr by Btccmigra, the Sfa- 
m^i admiral. However, Rec&tl held out brave- 
ly, and king Edward failed with another fleet 
to its relief^ but being driven back by ftorm, 
the city at lait furrendered on honourable 
terms. 

Towards the end of this king's reign, the 
SUmlngs having incurred his dif'pleafure, a 
fleet was fent gainft them, under the com- 
;toand of the earl of Htrtford^ who meeting 
them, gave them a confiderable overthrow, in 
which twenty-fiTe of their Ihips were either 
uken or deftroyed. 

King Edwsrd, foon after dying, was fucceed- 
•d by Richard^ Ton to Edward, the Black Prince, 
who being but eleven years of age, thofe who 
had the adminiltration of the government du- 
ring his minority, by having too Uttle regard 
to naval affairs, gave occafion to the Frenebj 
Spaniards and Scott, to exercife great ravages 
and depredations on the Englifi coalt. But one 
Mr. Phifpot, an alderman of London, (the fame 
noble patriot who killed IVat. Tyler, when ar- 
reted by the biive ffalwerthj 6r& gave a check 
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to thofe infolcndcf. Thi8 worthy citizen, fit. 
ting out a fleet at his own charge, bravely ba- 
zarded his pcrfon as commander in chief, sn4 
was fo fuccefsful, that he foon obliged the Spa- 
niards to refund their fliare of the booty taken 
from the Englifit, with the loft of fifteen of their 
own fliips richly laden. Whereupon, the go* 
vernnjent beginnii^ to exert themfelvcs^ fcvo* 
ral fguadrons were got ready, under e^mmand 

of the earls of ArimJeL Salisbury^ j^ofttngksm ioi 

Others, who performed many brave a^ons^, 
and in a Ihort time took above an hundred 
prizes, JFrmci and Spanljbi fb that, the EngU^ 
havens were filled with the fpoils of the 
enemies. But a trace foon followed. 

About this time a Schifm happened in Che 
Rami^ church, occalloned by the elei^a of 
0tment^ inoppofition to pope Urban , who was 
in poiTefEon of the chair. Whereupon, Vrbam 
invited Htnry Spencer, bithop of Nonvich, a man 
as wefl qualified for a helmet as a mijtre, to 
preach up the CrufaJtt, and to ferve as general 
againfl Clementj the antipopc. The bifliop, 
confcnting, obtained a fifteenth of the parlia- 
meot, to be employed in hiring fliips, and raif' 
ing troops ; with which palling over into Flan-^ ' 
den, he took Newport f Dunkirk, and Greveling, 
ftnd gained a great vidory at Sea over thirty 
thoufand of Clement's adherents. But his ene- 
mies, ac home, obliged him, foon after, by their 
intrigues, to quit his cnterprizc for want of 
fupplies. In 
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In the yeari;87, the 2^e»ci, having formed" 
a deHgn to invade England, fitted out a pow- 
erful fleetj which was reinforced by many vcf- 
fels which they had hired of the Mimingi : But 
riie de%n was difappointed by the rigilance of 
the Efiglifi government. However, the for- 
wardnefs the Fleming! had ftiewn, to lend their 
ftips to the enemy, was much rcfented by the 
EngUP : Nor was it long 'ere the Ftetniagi were 
made fenfible of their refentment. For the 
earls of Arundel and Nottingham being at Sea 
with a fguadron of the king's Ihips, and meet- 
ing * gt^* fl*^^ °^ ^^^ Flemijh merchant fliips 
coming from Ro'cbelU, under a ftrong convoy, 
they attacked, * and obliged them to retire 
into the haven of Sluys ; where they engaged 
them a fecond time, and boarded^ and took 
their admiral, with a vaft number of fiiips. 
•Twas computed that the merchants loft eigh- 
teen thoufand tuns of wine on board the ftiips 
that were taken or dcftroycd. Nor did they 
ftop here, but landing fome thoufands of men, 
they ravaged a great part of Flanders, From 
thence they failed to Brefi, (at that time be- 
fiegcd by the FYencB) which they not only re- 
lieved, but likcwife made themfelves mailers 
of ftwo ftrong forts. 

Peace was concluded with France, Ann$ r;9tf, 
the Spaniards and Scots being comprized in the 
treaty. But in the following reign (yix^ that 

of 
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•f king Heftry IV.) the ancient fends between 
the En^lijh, Bench, and Scots, reviving, they 
mutuaUy infulted, and harafs'd each other** 
coafts. The firft blow wai ftruck by the 
ti-tncb^ who landed fome troops, and barnt 
the town of Flimouth. On the other fide, the 
Er^lifh commanded by fTilliam Wilford^ by way 
of revenge, took, and deftroyed about forty 
ihips on the coaft of Brttagne, and landing at 
fenmarcy enriched themfelves with the plunder 
of the country. The Btncif feeking to re- 
venge this in their turn, landed near DartmoHtS, 
and attacked the place ; but were beaten off by 
the townCnen and country people, with the 
lofsof their commander, and fix hundred men 
either killed or taken. Nor did Scotland efcape 
a fhare of the calamities of war. For a fqoa- 
dron of ten fltips under conHnand of Sir Rohrt 
JJmfrevilk ravaged the coafts on both fides o£ 
the firth of Forth for fourteen days, buriit the 
capital Ihip of that kingdom, called. The Grut 
GaSietj and took divers prizes. 

But thefe exploits were bot trifles, if com- 
pared with the anions of the fucceeding reign. 
For the glorious king Hemy. V, fon of kmg 
Uemy IV, afcending the throne in the year 
141 J, purfued his title to the crown of Franct 
(derived fromhis great grandfather, king Edw. 
Ill,) with fuch prodigious fuccefs both by Sea 
and Land, that he in a ihort time obtainedthe 
i^^ency^ and opened the way for the fiiccef- 
lion 
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fion of his (biij king Skt^ \l, to Che crown of 
thae kingdom. 

This great prince baring landed in Frmeet 
taken the town of /brjfewr, and won immortal 
honour by thi; defeat of the Frtnch army in the 
famous battle [^ ^^seuvr; the Frtncb accem|tt- 
ed the next ctinpaiga to retake SarJUur. For 
thispurpore, t.he rice-admiral of FVanci^ with 
the whole nara'I force of the kingdom, and a 
firong fquadron of Gtnoefe Caraeh bIock*d it up 
hy Sea, while the' conftable of Fi-ance befi^d ic 
by lAud. The d uke of Bedford^ the king's un- 
clcj waa hereupoi i fenc with the EogU^ fleet to 
the idief of the | ilace. Thi» brare noblenoan 
executed hiicomntiffion with fuch refoUition 
and conduA, that notwithitanding the utmoft 
efforts of the G/nM/e (who diftinguifhed chem- 
ielrea on this occ afion) the enemies were to- 
tally defeated, ami no lefi than 6re hundred 
Rinch reffels of aid forts, together with three 
large Gensefi Caratiksg either taken or funk; 
Which good fucceis obliged the conftable to 
break up the fieg;e. 

As this ridoiry, (which both B-encb and 
Geiutfe hiftorianM confcfs to have been com- 
plete) more firml y cftabUflied the Engltfi^ nation 
in the forercignty of the Seas,- fo the gteat 
fttcccffei which followed at land foon placed 
an Englljh prince on the throne of Frartct. 

From this period, during the civil contentions 
between the hoiafes of 3v<fe and Lme^r^ no- 
thing 
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thing remarkable happened ac Sea, with regard 
CO foreign enemies^ except that the ^ewi, ha- 
ving fided with the Laneafirlsn party, a confide- 
rable fleet and army were fent by king Edward 
IV, under command of the earl of Ej/ix and 
others, who, landing ac Cenqaet in Bretagve, 
plundered the adjacent country, as alfo the illc 
of Rbtj and took many prizes. 

But king Hemy VIIj who fucceeded Edward^ 
having, by his marriage with the lady Ellzatetk 
daughter to Edwardy united the contending 
honfes of Tirk and LatKofitr^ and thereby pat 
an end to chat ruinous war, the Engl^ ^a 
found means to render themlelves very con^ 
derable abroad. *Twas in his reign that ^r 
Xichard Pojmngt, at the dcllre of the archduke 
AUxtmilian, was fent with a fquadron to affift 
in reducing the town of Sli^i in Flamdtrtj which 
bad been feized and made a receptacle of pi- 
rates by the baron Ravenfittrty a fubjeft of the 
archduke : Which enterprize, meeting with 
fucceft, gained the api^ufe of all the trading 
nations of Emroft. 'Xwas Ukewilie in his reign 
that the wonderful difcoveries of the .S/'^nfdrJ^ 
under Okmhm in the Wefi^ and of the Vtrtm' 
ffuft under Vafco de Coma in the Eafi, began CO. 
laife an emulacion in the Eniiijh, wfacr chiefly 
bent themfelvcs to the making the Uke difco- 
veries in the Nm&. To this end the two Ca- 
htt (JehnzoASthapan) Mr. Jfekmam^Mi. Chaw 
ttUtr and otheri were firft employed j who made 
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a difcovery of dmolt all the Nmhtr» coafit of 
Etirept and America (as far as the rigor of the 
cold and the danger of the ice would permit) 
from the river Obi to the Cape of Florida. And 
tho' the chief delign of their Northern voyages 
nifcarricd, which was to find out a N&rtb Eafi 
paffitge to the EafiindUs^ in order to Ifaare with 
tYicFortuffufe in the commerce of thofe wealthy 
countries by a fhorter way ; yet they did noc^ 
altogether^ lofe their labour. For hereby the 
Ef^lifh became in time polTeJIed of almolt the 
whole Northern coaft of jimeriea^ and by their 
difcoveries of thofe parts, as alfo of the coafts 
of Greenland and Ruffia, they became fenfible 
that the North had its riches as well as the 
Eafi and Wefi: For here they found the cod 
and whale filheriesj and the rich furs of Hui' 
ftt's bay and Si^ria. 

Among thofe brave adventurers, SehafiUm Gs- 
hot was Che man who hrft took notice of the 
Variation of the compafs : Which variation had 
Columhnt known and comprehended the rea- 
Ton of iCj he might (as* Dr. Brown obfcrves) 
have been fufiiciently confirmed in his opi- 
nion of a new world, having pafled but little 
more than half the way to it. For there^ 
abouts the needle, being excited by the 
aeighbonrhood of chat vaft continent, begins 
to vary towards the Wefi, and incrcafes its va- 
nation, in fome proponon to' its nearer ap- 
proach^ 

* Vii1k*>^ Erron, p. £4. 
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proach to the land. The difference of fiich 
.variation in different parts of the world, has 
of late been nicely obferved, and accurately 
defcribcd by the famous Dr. HalUy. 

But tho' the E«glijh, in rhofc timeSj were con- 
fiderable for power, and fortunate in difcove- 
ries ■ yet had they no ccnfiderable cccafion to 
affert their fovereignty at Sea, till the reign of 
king Henry VIII, when it appeared that they 
were not degenerate from the virtue of their an- 
ceftors. In the beginning of this reign, one ^»- 
dreii/ Barton, a Scetcbmatij piratically infeftjng 
the £r)V/jJi-fea6 with two fliips, was killed, and 
both his fliips taken, after a defperate fight, by 
two brave young noblemen, who had htted 
out an equal number of vcffels at their own 
charge. Thefe were the fons of the great earl 
of Surrey, who won the viAory at Boddonfitld^ 
where king Jamts IV. of Scotland was killed, and 
who for that, and other ferviccs, was created 
duke of Norfolk. Nor was the early valour of 
the fons unrewai-ded ; both of them becoming 
fucceffively lords high-admirals of England. Ed- 
ward, tho' the younger brother, was firft ad- 
vanced to that eminent poft ; but after fomc 
considerable adions, expofmg his perfon fome- 
what too boldly, by boarding a French (hip in 
Conquet-road, he was pufli'd ovcr-board by the 
enemy's pikes, and drowned. 

His brother, the lord Thomof Hoipardj being 

made lord high-admiral of England, in his ftead, 

D us 
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as alfo admiral of the emperor Charlei V, (who 
joined his fleet with that of the EngUpi) was 
more fortunate in the French war. For making 
a defcent on the coaft of Normandy near 0>er~ 
yuTgb^ hedeltroyed the adjacent country : And 
afterwards Landing near Morlalx in Bretagm^ he 
took the town by ftorra, plundered it, and 
burnt feventeen fail of French Hiips on the coaft. 
Confiderable damage was likewife done a- 
bout the fame time on the cbaft of Frame, 
by Sir Edward Fitz-ffiU'tamt : And feme time 
after, a war being begun with Scotland (occa- 
fion'd by the Scots breaking the match that had 
been agreed on between prince Edward^ ^i^g 
Henr/s fon, and their young princefs) the lord 
UJle, who fucceeded as lord high-admiraljfail- 
ed with the fleet and a body of troops com- 
manded by the earl of Hertford to Lelth i which 
place they took, as alfo the city of Edinburgh j 
which was fet on fire, and burnt three days fiic- 
ccflively : But the caftle ftill holding out, the 
Mnglip> returned home, after having burnt H0- 
tSngten and Lehh, and taken divers rebels out 
of the ports and creeks on the Scottijh Coajl. 
. Soon after this, the war continuing with 
Fr»tctg the French made fome attempts on the 
coaft of England^ but were rcpulfed ^ and being 
afterwards encountered by the Englipt fleet, a 
iharp adion enfued, which lafted till night, and 
their diforderly retreat put an end to the com- 
bat. The Engli^^ purfuing;, landed fix thoufand 
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men at Treport, and burnt the town and abbey, 
together with thirty Ihips which lay in the 
harbour. 

The next campaignj the Englijh had fevcrri 
rencounters with the E-encb on their coalti- 
Particularly before Amhleteufej eight of their 
ftips, engaging with an equal number oiFi-ench 
gallies, took one and obliged the reft to fheer 
off much difabled. Thus ended the naral war. 

In the beginning of the reign of king Edward 
VI, another war being begun with Scotland on 
account of the forementioned match^ a fleet was 
fent under command of the lord Clinton^ who 
(while the duke ofSomerfet marched with an ar- 
my into that kingdom, and defeated the Scett 
at Mufeihurgb-fight) infulted the coaft^ and de- 
ftroyed the adjacent country. Whereupon the 
war being renewed by France, the Fi-eneb at- 
tempted to reduce the iQes of Guemfey and Jer' 
fey i for which purpofe, a ftrong fquadron was 
Tent with two thoufand land forces on board : 
But the enemies were fo vigoroufly attack'd by 
captain William winter, that they were forced 
to retire with the lofs of a thouland men, and 
alt their gallics. 

The following reign (yix,. that of queen 
Mary) tho' not very remarkable for naral ex- 
ploits, yet aiForded fomething confidcrable, 
with regard to commerce. Such was the in- 
corporation of the Mufeovy Company, and the 
D 2 dJlTolution 
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^diffblution of the corporation of ftill-yard fac- 
tors, who were agents for the Hanfe Towns. 

The confederacy of the Hanfe Towns is faid 
to have begun in the year 1 360. ' They con- 
fifted of fisty-fix cities, united for the fecuri- 
ey of their commerce, which before their uni- 
on had been much difturbed, during the wars 
between Sweden and Denmark. But having {af- 
terwards recovered the freedom of trade, they 
became, for about the fpacc of an hundred 
years, the chief, and almoft only merchants of 
Europe. To thofe Hanfe Towns king Hmrj III, 
(to make good the damage they had fuftained 
by the^wreck of the greateft part of a fleet, in 
its return from his fervice) granted extraordi- 
nary privileges, and among other things, con- 
fentcd chat they (hould pay but one per Cent, cu- 
ftom for the future. But this proving a great 
damage to the Englipi nation, it was after-* 
wards changed to twenty ;*>• Cewf. in the reign 
of queen Mary, by the advice, as 'tis faid, of her 
fpoufe king VbUif II, of Spain. And the cuftom 
being afterwards continued on the fame foot by 
her fucceffor queen Eliiuibttb-y thiscaufcd a ful- 
penfion of their traffick for a while, and gave 
opportunity to the EngUfh, by degrees, to take 
the whole trade into their own hands. From 
hence arofc great difputes between the queen 
and thofe towns ; the refult of which was the total 
ruin of their intereft in England, a^itht rife of the 
honourable company of Msrchantt Ad-venturen. 

Yet the fliort reign of queen Mary paiTed not 
without 
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without fome adion by Sea. For having affifted 
king Fhll'p with a ftrong body of K>tg!ijh troops 
(by whole valour the battle of St. ^'mtln wat 
chiefly won) the Frtmb^ by way of revenge, 
fuddenly attacked the town and forts of QnlaU^ 
and finding them uflprovidcd, foon obliged 
them to lurrehder ,■ by which means the Ea^lijh 
loft all footing in France. Hereupon, the lord 
CUnron was fent with a fleet and feven thouland 
land-foldiers to the coaft of Bretagnty where 
he landed and burnt the town of Conqmti but 
with the lols of fix hundred of his men. Cer- 
tain Engli^ fhips were likewife the occafion of , 
a confiderable vidory over the Frtncb at land. 
For the Spanijh army under count Egmant being 
engaged in a doubtful fight with the French in 
the neighbourhood of GrevtUng, a feaport of 
Flanders^ it happened that a fquadron of Emgliffi 
came failing along the coaft near the place where 
the battle was fought j who, obferving what 
palTed between the two armies, brought their 
broadftdes to bear upon the flank of the Frttub 
troops in fuch manner that the whole array wag 
put to the rout. Many were killed by the Spani' 
ardi on the field of battle,the general and all the 
fuperior officers were taken prifoncrs, and fuch 
others who endeavoured to eicapc by leaping in- 
to the Sea were dcftroyed by the English j except 
only two hundred, who were iaved and after- 
wards prefented to the queen. • 

D } CHAP. 

* Stiada dc Bello Belg. Lib. i. Dec. t. 
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CHAP. III. 

An Account o/ffc* Englifli naval affairs, dur- 
ing the Reign of Queen Elizabeth. 

WE arc now come to a reign which gave 
plentiful occafion to the E»g/</fc to ex- 
ercife themfdves in Sea-afFairs, and which pro- 
duced as many brave Sea commanders as all 
the preceding reigns. Among thefe the lord 
Charles Howard, fon and heir of William lord 
Howard of Efmgbamy (defccnded from a colla- 
teral branch of the molt noble family of the 
dukes of Norfolk) was the firft in rank, and 
one of the chief in fame. Next to him was 
Sir Bscbard Grtenvilj vice-admiralj (a gentle- 
man related to the noble family of the carls of 
Bath) who with a Roman Bravery facrificed his 
life to the honour of his country. The third 
place is due to the renowned Sir Franeh Drake, 
who raifed himfelf and his family by his me- 
rits, was the terror of Spain, and the firft Sea- 
captain who performed the voyage round the 
globe of the earth. Next to him wc may 
rank Mr. Thomas Caitdip, (a gentleman of the 
iUuftrious family oi Cavendljh, which, by' king 
James I, was afterwards honoured with the 
earldom (now the dukedom) of Dfjonfiiire who 
was the fecond Sea-captain that began and 
finilhed 
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finiflied that vbyage. The famous Sir Walter 
lUleigb, was another ornament of this reign^ 
oot only as being an eminent Sea-commander, 
but as being a perfon of uncommon learning; 
who, tho' he never fignalized himfelf by per- 
forming the voyage of the world, as did Dralg 
and CanJip, yet gained no lefs honour, by firft 
writing its hiltory with liiccefs. After thefe, 
we may place Sir John Hawkins, a perfbn of 
great bravery and experience in Sea-affairs ; 
and Sir Martin FoTtiJher, who was the firft that 
attempted the difcovery of a North-fPefi ra0age 
to the Eafi'Inditt : Nor muft we omit Mr. D^ 
ytif who was the difcoverer of the Streight, 
which Hill bears his name. The earls of Ejfex 
and Cfberland, and Sir John Nerrity tho' not 
bred to the Sea, yet iignalized themfelves by 
their naval expeditions, and contributed not a 
little to the glory of this reign. 

Soon after the accelCon of queen ESzabetb to 
the crown, the reformers in Scotland finding 
themfelves embroiled with the queen-regent, 
who had called in the French to opprefs them, 
implored the protedion of England. Upon 
which, the queen fent not only an army to 
their alSAance, but likewife a fquadron of her 
Ihips, which attack'd and took feveral syench 
men of war in the road of Lehhy while the 
troops laid Ciegc to the town. But the death of 
the queen-regent, which happened foon after, 
put a flop to the progrefs of the war. 

D 4 As 
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As tWs firft adion of queen EUx,abeth's reign 
difcovercd her care of religion ; fo that which 
immediately followed, was a proof of her con- 
cern for the fccurity of commerce. For the 
Seas haying for fome time been infcfted by 
B^eucb and Dutcb pirates, ftie gave fuch cfFedual 
orderSj that the pirates were immediately fup- 
prefs'd, and the Seas rendered fafc to the in- 
dultrious trader. 

•The queen's fame increafing, John Bajilim 
emperor oiRu$» fent embaffadors into England 
in the year ij-fiy with rich prefents : And fuch 
was his efteem for her virtues and the merits 
of the EngU^ nation (which had firft opened 
the trade into his dominions, by the difcovery 
of the port of Jrcbangtl) that, ac herrequeft, 
he granted the Englifii Mufcovy Company the pri- 
vilege of trading to the Northern parts of that 
country, exclulive of all other nations. With 
thofc embaffadors, came one Mr. Jinkinfon^ a 
gentleman, who was the firft that made a dif- 
covery, and a geographical defcription of the 
inland parts of Mufcovy, as Mr. Chancellor was 
the firft, who made a difcovery, and a draught 
of the Sca-coaft. 

The great encouragement given to trade 
fbon excited a noble emulation in the EngUp 
mefchanrs, which prompted them to ufe their 
utmoft endeavours, tho'with great cxpence, 
to extend the fame by new difcoveries and ac- 
quiticionc An attempt had been formerly 
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made by Mr. Jaciman, to find out a North-ea^ 
paflage to the Eaft-Jndiei ; but tho' he difcover- 
ed, and paffed the Streight of JVeygats, and 
came into the Tartarian Sea^ which extends it 
felf to the Holjf Cape, where it joins the Ori- 
enticl Ocean i yet finding it impoffible to pro-. 
'cecd, by reafon of the ice, he was obliged to' 
return. This ill fuccefs, however, gare birth 
about this time to a new undertaking, in 
which, Mr. Forhijher (afterwards Sir Martin)'- 
was employed, which was to difcover a Noni-' 
We^ paffage to thofe Indits. 

Mr. Forhiptr performed his firft voyage in 
the year 1^76, at which time he difcovered a' 
fort of deep bay or gulf, clear of ice, which he' 
imagined to be the paffage he fought for, and 
therefore gave it the name oi forbi^er'sStrelghts: 
But returning thither" the following year to 
make a farther difcovery of the fuppos'd paffage 
he found it, even in the month of July, fb 
flopped up with ice, that his (hip was in great 
danger of being loft. And iho' he undertook a 
third voyage, in the year ipS ; yet he ftill 
found it in the fame month of July^ fo filled 
with mountains of ice, tho' but in the lati- 
tude of 62 degrees, that it was judged im- 
pradigcable to proceed. 

He was feme years after followed by Mr, Z>tf- 
TWj'who difcovered to theyjd degree of lati- 
tude, and gave his name to another luppofed 
paffage j but the difcovery was likewifc of no 
ufe 
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nfe, with r^ard to the main defign ; no more 
chaua was that of our countryman Mr. Hudfia^ 
who difcorered the bay that bears his name. 

About the lame time^ cape. Frtouis Droit be- 
gan to make himfelf famous by his voyages and 
exploits in the warmer climates. His firft re- 
markable voyage wss to Nomine de Dios, which 
be took; but beingwounded^ and his men forc- 
ing him aboard^ he was obliged^ to his great 
rcgretj to leare behind him a vaft treafurc, 
wluch lay in the king oi SpM^i ware-houics. 
However^ the %ht of that treafure^ added to 
the booty taken elfewhere^ gave no fmall en- 
<;ouragenient to further undertakings. Accord- 
ingly, in the year 1J77, he f« fail fromJ?^- 
meiitb^ with five fhips and barques, fitted out at 
his own expence, and having on board a hun- 
dred fixty-four men. In Augufi 1J78, he en- 
tered the Strtl^ht «f Magellan, which he pafled 
in Hxteen days, and fo arrived in the SoutB-Sea, 
Sailing along the coafl of 0>ili, he plundered 
the town of St. Jage, and after taking feveral 
rich prizes, came into the haven of Uma. Here 
he plundered twelve Sfaaijh fhips, which he 
found lying at anchor; and by examining the 
prifoners, he got intelligence of a very rich 
ihip, called the CacafuegOj which was juil failed 
for Paira. This fhip was foon after taken^ 
with a great tceafure in jewels, thirteen chefts 
full of ryals of plate, fourfcore pound weight 
oi goldj and fix aqd twenty tons of unrefined 
filver. 
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filver. He afterward* took the town of Gtun- 
tMlco, as alfo another fhip laden with Eafi-Indim 
waresj in both which he found good plunder i 
So that haring fufiidently enriched himfelf and 
his companions, he began to chink of returo- 
ing home. But the whole coaft of the Somk^tt 
being alarmed^ and the paiTage of the Str^iU 
of Magtllan very dangerous, by reatbn of ftonac, 
'twas refolved to Itrecch away to the E»fi-Mitt^ 
and fo to return by the Cape cf Gtd fftyw. By 
the way, being in the 38th deg. of northera 
latitude, he difcovered a new country, where 
landing, he and his men received fucb honours 
from the natives, as feemed to referable rel^* 
ous wurfliip. The king, 'tis faid, re(igaed hii 
crown, and the people fubmitced to the do* 
minion of England i Whereupon DtmIu took 
poflcffion of the country in the name of the 
queen, and called it New Albim. Afcerwardc 
coming to the Molucca Jflaadi^ he received jgreac 
civilities from the king of Ternata^ the chief of 
thofc iOands, who oifered to become the queen 
of England's valFal, in hopes of being proceifted 
by her againft the Brtugueze. From thence, 
pal£ng by Java Atajor and the Cafe cf Good Hope, 
he arrived about the end of the year if 80, in 
England ; having in chat voyage, which was 
performed in about three years, iailed quite 
round the globe of the earth. At his return, he 
found that he bad loft one natural day in his 
reckoning, having in his voyage once per- 
formed 
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formed the fame courfe which the fun feem* 
to perform in one day. As a reward for this 
memorable undertaking, he received the ho- 
nour of knighthood from the gueen, who like- 
wife beftowedon him, for a coat of arms^ 
azure waring between two fiars, with the 
globe of the earth and a fliip with a girdle 
encompaffing the earth for a crelt. 

The queen having declared her refolution, 
to proted the Umted Provinces againft the op- 
prelGon of S^h, fcnt Sir Francif Drake in the 
year ij8y, as admiral to the IVe^- Indies with a 
fleet of twenty one fail and about two thou- 
fand foidiers under command of Mr. Cbrifiepher 
CarUJte, with intention to hud the Spaniards 
employment at home. Thefcj coming to the 
iQands of Cafe Verd, plundered and burnt the 
town of Praya. From thence they proceeded 
to f^ffMuelai where they took the town of St. 
Domlsigo, and ranfomed it for twenty five thou- 
sand ducates. Cartbagena was taken next by 
Horm and ranfomed for one hundred and ten 
thoufand ducates. Then failing along the coaft 
of Fierida they took and burnt the towns of St. 
jtttbeny and St. HelUn's and demoUfhed the fort 
ofSt-JsAm. The booty taken by the E«^A;/i!i in this 
expedition was valued at (ix hundred thoufand 
pounds, befides two hundred pieces of brafs, 
and forty iron cannon j but the lofs fuftained 
by the ^aaiards was far more confidcrable. 

SOOQ. 
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Soon after thisj the queen, haring intelli- 
gence of mighty preparations in Spain againft 
England, fent Sir FrancU Drake with a conlidc- 
rablc fquadron to deftroy the Spanlpt fliips in* 
their ports. The fuccefs of this expedition 
was fuchj that about an hundred fliips were 
takeHj burnt, or funk in the bay of CaMx.^ with 
great quantities of rich merchandize, ammu- 
nition and provilions on board ; among which 
was a great galleon of the marquis de Santm 
Cruz., and a rich merchant-fliip of Raguja. In 
hit return he furprized three forts near Cape 5/. 
yincentj and proceeding to Cafcau, he challenged 
the marquis Je Santa Cruz., admiral of the Sptf 
nip gallies, to an engagement. Upon the mar- 
quis's refufal, Drake fteer'd away to the iflandg 
called the jlzores, near which he took a rich Par- 
tuguex^e Carackj Called, the St. Thilip, being the 
firfl of that fort that ever was taken by the £»-. 
glip>3 coming from the Eafi-hJies. 

In the year ifSfij Mr Tiomar Candip under' 
took his voyage round the globe of the earth ; 
which voyage he performed in two years and 
about two months. He fet out with two fliips 
and a barque from Wymoutb, having on board a 
hundred twenty-three perfons, men and boys. 
Faffing through the Streighn of Magellan, he 
burnt many Spanip towns on the coafts of Cblli^ 
'Peru, and New Spain, dettroycd nineteen Spanip 
flips, and took the admiral of the South-Sea, a 
Jhip of feven hundred toas^ called^ the St. Ann^ 
Thig 
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This Ihip wu rery richly laden^ having on 
board a. hundred and twenty thoofand pefon in 
g(^dj and a large cargo of iilks, fattins^ mu«li:, 
and other valuable goodSj which be loaded on 
bis own fiiipSj and brought fafe to EaglaaJ. He 
afterwards undertook another voyage to the 
Strtlghts ofMagtllan; but, b«ng driven by a 
contrary wind to the coaft of Braxal^ he there 
died. 

The year rj88, was famous for thc'dcftruo- 
tion of the fo call'd. Invincible Spanip Armada ; 
Of which we^all give a particular account. 

The power of Spain, after the conqueft of 
the Moors of Granada by Ferdinand (who, by his 
marriage with Ifahtlla^ had united the two king- 
doms of CajtiU -and jirragonj became very con- 
fiderable. But the Spanifh navigation and Sea- 
forces were foon prodigioufly increas'd by the 
acquifition of Naples^ and the bcft part oiAme^ 
ricaj which was difcovered in his time : After 
which the noble viftory oiLtfavte, in the reign 
of ^ilif II» gained over the Turks by Don John 
oiAufirta^ added much to the power, but more 
to the reputation of the Sfanijii fleets. 

Befides a great number of Gallies^ (which 
were ufually employed in the Medittrranean') 
the force of Spain, at Sea, confifted chiefly in 
a fort of tall fliips, called, GalUens. Many of 
chefe galleons werb of a prodigious bulk, and 
in general, their fides were too high to admit 
eafily of boarding, as well as too thicjt to.be 
pierced 



D,£,,t,7P-hy Google 



Cdumna Rojlrata, (Jj 

pierced at a diflance by the ErtgUfi cannon. On 
the contrary, the ftiips of the Bfglipi royal 
navy, being at that time very l^ht and mount- 
ed with fmaller pieces, could difcharge more 
nimbly, and were more eaHly governed than 
the monflrous galleons of the enemy. Bqc 
beHdes the galleons, there was another fort 
of veifels which help'd to compofe the Spanifi 
fleets, called Galliajfts. Thefe were a mid- 
dle fort between gallies and galleons partak- 
ing of the form and advantages of both. Their 
prows and flerns, like thofe of gallies, "were 
provided with large cannon; and their fides 
winged with three banks of oars ,- but between 
the banks, and likewife between the fingle oars 
there were port-holes furniftied with cannon, 
after the manner of the galleons. This fore 
of veffels was firft nfed by the Venetians in 
the battle of Lefanto, and contributed not a 
little to the ruin of the Turkt^ fleet. 

King Thillp had (according to * Strada) been 
forming a defign againft England ever fince the 
year 8j : For which purpole he had caufed ex* 
n& draughts of the Sea-coalls and Ports to be 
taken and tranfmitted to him. But the execu- 
' tion of this defign he wifely deferred tiH the 
year 88, when B-ance^ being embroiled by ci- 
vil diflentions, was rendered incapable of af- 
fifting the Engltjh. And to render the Englljh 
the lefe capable of defending therafelvcs, it ii 

faid 
I Do Bello Belg. I,, s- Dec. i. 
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iaid he politickly procured the German and 
Italian merchants to hire their ilouteft fhips 
for long voyages. 

The Armada or fleet defigned for the inva- 
iion of England confifted of an hundred and 
thirty five large (hips, part gaUies, part galU- 
alies, but molt galleons, and about forty tranf- 
ports and tenders; Which according to the 
Spani^ liftj were manned with feren thoufand 
four hundred and forty nine (or as fome fay 
twelve thoufand) lailors, and eighteen thou- 
Jandcight hundred and fifty-fcven foldiers, bc- 
fides five or fix' hundred Spanijh noblemen and 
gentlemen volunteers. 

This fleet, which fet fail from Luhn about 
the middle of May under command of Mphonfo 
Rrez, de Gufman^ duke of Medina Sidonia, was 
foon after attacked by a violent ftorm off Cape 
Finifier^ and fo difperfed that fcarcc a third 
part kept together. But the fcactercd Ihips 
having at laft joined the body of the fleet at 
the Groyn^ they fet fail the fccond time about 
the middle of July, and on the 20th they paf- 
fed by Plymouth^ being followed from thence 
by the EngUp fleet, confifting of near an hun- 
dred fail. July 2r, the Knglipi came up with 
the enemy and engaged within musket-fliotj 
on which occafion a bloody combat happened 
between the lord Charles Howard, the Englijh 
admiral, and the Spamjh vice-admiral. July 22, 
the fight was renewed, and Sir Fi-anch Drake, 

the 
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the MngUp, vice-admiral, with his ufual brave- 
ryj engaged and made himfelf matter of the 
galleon of Don Vidro de Valdez,, with a booty of 
fifty five thoufand ducates of gold. Anothcc 
great galleon^ commanded by Qc^uendo, was 
burnt, and a third ftranded on the French coaft. 
The following day, the Spaniards coming over 
againft Portland^ there happened a fharp en-, 
gagemcnt, wherein the EngUpt took a large 
l^tnttian fliip, with fcveral/ lelTer velTels. July 
24, there was only fome firing at a diftance- 
The next day, the Englifi being reinforced 
with a fquadron of fliips from London^ near the 
iflc of IVisbt^ there was ttfrriblc cannonading 
between the two fleets ; in which engagement 
divers of the galleons fuffered much, and one 
of the lighteft Engli^ Ihips, commanded by- 
captain Cocij was funk, bravely fighting in the 
midftof xhcSfanifh fleet, Ju^ 28, as the 5^4- 
mardi lay at anchor near Calais, the EmgUpi ad- ' 
miral having filled eight of his worfl fliips with 
combultible materials, and charged their can- 
non with bullets, ftones, chains, ^c. lentthem 
into the midtt of their fleets where taking fire, 
the flames (which leemed to rife out of the 
Sea) fo terrified the enemies in the dead of the 
night, that raifing a hideous cry, they cut 
their cables, and drove away in great confu- 
fion i and it blowing a hard gale, divers of them 
by running foul on each other were funk J 
others were forced among the lands on the 
£ coaft 
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coaft of Flanderi, and loft. July 2% the Sfani' 
grJiy ranging themfelves again in order, 9^ 
preached Grt-vtlmg^ near which place there hap- 
pened another engagement, whecein- a large 
galleafs, commanded by Dm Hugo de Montaday 
being difabledj drove alhore near G>/<Mr, and was 
plundered by the Englijh ; but the fhip and guns 
fcU to the fhare of the governor of Calau. One of 
the largeft g^leons of Bifcajr, being driven on 
the fands near Flujhmg in Zealand^ was taken by 
che Dutch J as was liieewife another, commanded 
by Don Diego Bmentd. At this time the whole 
fleet of the enemy was in the cxtremeft danger, 
driving towards the fiiallows, to its apparent 
dellru<aion ; whereupon the Englijh, to avoid 
fliaring the fame fate, were obliged to give 
over the chafe. In the mean while, the Dutch 
with chirty-five (hips lay near Dut>kirky to keep 
in the duke of Parma^ who^ with a number of 
' tranfports, and about thirty thouland men, 
was ready to join the Spanijh fleet. On the 
30, the enemy, by the fudden fhifcing of 
the wind, having efcaped the danger of the 
ihalluws, and defpairing of being joined by 
the duke, Ipread all their convas, and made 
away to the Noribwardy being followed alniofl 
as far as the coaft of Scotland by the BjigUJh fleet! 
In their flight, to favc their water, they thre« 
all their horfes and mules over-board. Pa^ 
fing round Scotland and Ireland^ they were at 
tack'd by violent tempeftsj by which many d 
thci 
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their largeft fiiips were ftranded on the >//&, 
and feveral on the Scottl^ Ihoar : Others were 
driven to the coaA of Norway , and Tome into 
the Englijh Cbatmel i whereof dirers were taken 
by the Eagiifliy fome were taken by the Rochel- 
Urs j and fome were forced into Newh^ven. So 
chat of this mighty fleet, which the pope had 
chriflen'd hvineibie, no more than fifty-three 
fhipc are faid to have arrived with much dif- 
culcy in the ports of Spain. And tho' the Spanlfii 
writers * extenuate the matter, confetfing the 
lofs of only thirty-two of their great ftips^ 
and about ten thoufand of their men^ yet 
the confequence hath Ihewn that this defeat 
was ho lefs fatal to the Spartijh naval power^ 
than that of Ltpanto was to the TurJ^Jh. 

After this great fuccefs, feveral of the EngUfi 
captains had the honour of knighthood confer- . 
red on them by the admiral; among whom 
were captain Jobn Hawkins, and captain Mar-, 
tin Foriijher. 

The confternation in Spahj on the news of 
this terrible difafter, may be more eafily ima-' 
gined, than dcfcribed. The publick mourning, 
for the lofs of relations and friends, was ahnoft 
iinirerfal, and it look'd as if it would have beeir 
perpetual, had not the government thought fit 
CO fet bounds to it by a publick cdiA j as was 
formerly done by the Itima» Smatt, after the 
defeat at Canna. Only king K/A)., who was a 



E: 



great 



^SttadadeBcllo Bclg. Lib, p.Dec. a^ 

D,£,,t,7P-hy (Google 



i 



6S Columna Roftrata, 

great mailer of his paffions (if we except that 
of love) appeared unfltocked and uncon- 
cerned. But to proceed. 

Queen EUzateih, having efpoufed the intcrcft 
of DmAnteniej king of Tiirtugal^ whom '^ilif had 
dethroned, a fleet of twenty-fix men of war, 
and a hundred and forty tranfports, was fitted 
out in the year IJ89, having on board the ba- 
nilhed king, and about fix thoufand Engli^ 
troops, under command of Sir Franck Drake and 
Sir John Norrif, Thefe firft landed near the 
Groynj which they attack'd, and made them- 
felves mafters of the lower town by ftorm. 
Whereupon the Spaniards quitted their ihip*, 
which lay in the harbour ,■ being a large gal- 
leon, called the St. Jobn^ a hulk, tii^o fmall vef- 
fcls, and two gallics. The galleon (which 
was one of thofe that had efcap'd the former 
year) took fire by accident j but her guns were 
fiived by the EngUjb. While the fiege of the up- 
per town was carried on, a Itrong body of 5;«- 
w/)^ troops, commanded by the count dAndrada, 
coming to its relief, the EfigU^ drew off to 
meet them^ and after a fhort engagement, to- 
tally routed them, taking their chief ftandard 
with the arms of Spain^ and killing a great 
number ; After which, they ravaged and dc- 
ilroyed the adjacent country. But the Spaniards 
in the upper town making a good defence, 
the Eaglijhf unwilling to lofe any more time 
liefore it, plundered aad burnt the lower town^ 
and 
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and fo re-embarqu'd. Sailing towards the coaft 
of Pbrtugalf they were joined by the earl of EJJix 
with feme (hips. They foon after arrived at 
Rmiichiaj a place lying on that coaft, where they 
landed^ in fpite of all the oppoHtion which the 
count Je Fumtts could make, and immediately 
entered the town : Upon which the caftle fur- 
rendered without rcfiftancc. A refolution was 
here taken to march the troops under general 
Norrtj dircAly to Lisbon^ the capital of Vertugal, 
while Sir Fruncis Drakey with the fleet, failed to 
the mouth of the Tagm. After a march of fix 
days, the troops arrived at Lhlton, and took pofl 
in the fuburbj called Bom Vifia. The following 
night, the garrifon, which was more numerou? 
than the Etf^/j/i army, made afally, but was re- 
pulfed, and purfued to the city-gate. In the 
mean ''time, admiral Drake, with the fleet, com- 
ing to Cafiahf took the town, and obliged the 
inhabitants to declare for king Aatenio. But 
the troops at Liihn, having lain two nights in 
the fuburbs, and finding their cxpcAations of 
a general fifing in favour of .^Bfow/ofrultratcd, 
*twas refolvcd to draw off ; which was accord- 
ingly done in good order. The Spaniards fol- 
lowing at a diftance, general Norrh fent a chal- 
lenge to the Spsnijh general to come eo a field- 
battle ; which challenge was accompanied- 
with another from the earl of Efex, inviting 
any of the enemies, being of his quality, to 
a fmglc combat. But the ^mards^ perceiving 
E i the 
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the Englifii to make a halt, thought fit to retire, 
before they could be reach'd by the meffenger j 
who afterwards coming up with them, and de- 
livering his meflage, was lent back without 
gny anfwer. The troops being arrived at Caf- 
caisy they took and demoliihed the caftle, and 
fo re-embarqu'd. They were no fooncr under 
fail, than they were attack d by above twenty 
of the enemy's gallies, which, notwithftand- 
ing the want of wind, were fo well received, 
that they were forced to retire. In their way 
home, they landed and took Vigo, which they 
plundered and burnt, and afterwards ravaged 
the country. While the fleet lay at anchor in 
the bay of Cafcais, they feized no lefs than fixty 
fhips belonging to the Hanft Towns, being laden 
with goods which the queen (upon the dif- 
ferences between her and them) had declared 
contraband. Thefe being brought to England, 
the queen at firft had fome dcfign to confifcate 
only the goods, and to releafe the veffels : 
But receiving advice of an extraordinary af- 
fembly held at Lubeck, to confider of ways and 
means lO be revenged on the Englijh government, 
for the lofs of their privileges, flie made prize 
of all but two i which were difcharged to car- 
ry home the news of their companions nut 
fortune. 

In the year if9ij Sir Richard Greenville failed 

vith fix of the queen's ihip*, to cruize on the 

^siiipi plate-flcec near the Axarts or Wefierm 

JJlandi. 



D,g,t,7P:hy Google 



Columna Rofirata. 71 

Wfnds. But being unfortunately feparated from 
nu fquadron, he was attacked alone in his fhip 
the Rtvtngt of fifty guns by Aipbmfo BrnQino the 
' Spatiijb admiral, who was fent with fifty three 
Ihips to convoy that fleet to SpaiH. Againlt 
fuch prodigious odds. Sir Richard mMntaiacd a 
retreating hghc with incredible bravery for the 
fpacc of fifteen hours : But being at laft fur- 
rounded, and his fhip quite difabted, he would 
have funk her, had not the few fcamen, who 
remained alive, prevented him and delivered 
her up to the en?my. He died within two 
hours of his wounds, lamented and admired by 
the Spattianis themfelres, and his lliip was ne- 
ver carried in triumph into 5;<w», but '"unk foon 
after. In this unequal fight the enemy 'oft fc- 
veral of their fhips, and had about a th )afitnd 
of their men killed or drowned. 

The deftruAion of the fo called hvlnclkU 
Armada had fo broken the naval power of tho 
Sfani^ nation, that for feveral year* they vcre 
reduced to a ncceffity of a<aing the dcfenfive 
part. But at laft, fome preparations were made 
in Spmn which feemed to threaten England with 
a iecond invafion. Upon advice of which, queea 
Eli^abeti, in the year lyjf, caufed two fqua- 
drons to be got ready j one to guard the coaft, 
and the other, under command of Sir Framdt 
Drakej and Sir Johtt Hawiini^ to make a di- 
veriion in America. But, notwithftanding the 
utmoit diligence chat could be ufed to protet^ 
£ 4 the 
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the coaft, four Spanlfi gallies landing fome men 
at break of day in Mount'i-bay in Cornwall plun- 
dered and burnt three villages : Which was the 
only invafion the enemy had the couragp' to at- 
tempt. In the mean time, Drake and Hawiint 
failed with their fquadron to the Grand dnary j 
but meeting with no fuccdSj they proceeded 
to Su Juan de Twto Rico (where Hawkmi fick- 
ened and died) from whence, after having de- 
ftroyed five rich Sfani^ Ihips, they failed to the 
main land of America, There they fet on fhoar 
fome troops under command of Sir lUmas Baf- 
ktrvilUf and took RU de la Haeba (a town noted 
for the RMrl-Fifiery) as alfo Satita Martha^ (ano- 
ther confidcrabic town) which were plundered 
Rnd burnt. From thence they failed to Tapiaand 
Hemhre dt Dios^ which, together with the fhjp- 

?ing in the harbours, fuffered the fame fate, 
'he troops had likewife a dcfign to march to 
PevamMj but finding the pafs defended, contra- 
ry to expedation, by a new-ercded fort, they 
returned on board : And Sir Francis Drakt dying 
foon after, the fleet, deprived of both the ad- 
mirals, fet fail for England. In their return 
there happened an engagement with a Spa»!pt 
fleet of twenty fail near the ifland Cuba: But, 
after a difputc of two hours, the enemy re- 
tired with the lofs of one fhip, which was 
burnt. The Ert^lljh purfuiiig their voyage ar- 
rived fafe in Englaud with their booty, which 
was very confidcrable. 

The 
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The taking of Ciilz* rendered the year 96 
almofl as remarkable as the year 88. This fa- 
mous expedition was undertaken by the cad 
of Epx with a body of troops^ and the lord ad- 
miral Hff)var4 with a ilrong fquadron, to 
which feme Dnteh fliips were joined under 
the admiral of Holland. After a profperous • 
voyage, and the feizing of fereral: Iliips be- 
longing to the Hanfe Townij the fleet being ar- 
rived before CaJlx.j an attempt was immedi- 
ately made to land the troops i but this was 
prevented by the hard wind. Whereupon the 
Spanlarit taking the alarm^ about (ixty large 
diipsj bound fome to the htd'ut and others to 
lifbrn, and about twenty gallics, came out and 
drew into a line of battle, before the entrance 
of the bay under the cannon of the forts. 
Thefe were bravely attacked on the nth of 
June, and after a ftiarp engagement, a great 
galleon called the St. PbiHpf and two others^ 
were left by the Spaniards, and burnt to prevent 
their falling into the hands of the EngHJh ; 
two large ones, of about 1200 tons each^ 
were boarded and taken, and the reft forced 
on flioar. The gallics hereupon retired to the 
bridge called Riente de Huaco, from whence they 
afterwards found means to efcape to Rota. So 
rich were the ladings of the fliips which were 
forced on flioar, that the Spaniards agreed to 
pay two millions and an half of ducates to 
prevent their being dcftroycd. This viftory be- 
ing 
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ing. won, the earl of Efax, without loft of 
time, landed with about three thoufand men, 
and marched diredly to the city; before which 
finding a confiderable body of SpaniarJs^ both 
faorfe and foot, he charged them with fo much 
vigour that, after a hot difpute of about an hour, 
. they were put to the rout and purfued to the 
Very gate. The Englifii^ without delay, fct 
themfelves to fcale the walls ,• and before eight 
in the ercning, infpiteof all rcfiftance, they 
law themfclires mafter» of the city and forts. 
But the calUe holding out , the general fent a 
fummons to the governor with a threatening to 
put the garifon to the fword, if he did not £ub- 
mit before the next morning : Upon which, 
he foon after furrendered. Thus were two bat- 
tles won, and a firong and rich city taken in 
the fpace of fourteen hours. The next day, 
the SpanitrJi chofe rather to fet fire to their 
&ips that lay on (hoar, than co pay the fum a- 
greed on for their ranfom : Which fo provok- 
ed the Englifiii that having plundered the city, 
they reduced it to aflies, fparing only the fine 
cathedral and the religious houfes. After this 
they landed in Portugal and burnt the city of 
Faraoitj and fo returned triumphantly to Eng- 
Und j after having done the enemy fo much da* 
mage as was computed to amount to twenty 
millions of ducates. 

The Spamardsj fceking revenge, made fome 
preparatioiu the following year for an attempt 
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on the Engl^ coaft: For which parpofe a 

number of fliips were got together ac the GrwjBi 
and Ferrol. Hereupon a fleet of forty men of 
war, and fome land-forces under command of 
the earl of MjfeXj together with ten Dutch men 
of war under the Hetr van Duyuenvoanrim, were 
fent to deftroy them in their, harbours. Bu 
f his being found imprai^icable thro' too long 
delay^ which had given the Sfanitris time to 
proride for their defence, the fleet therefore 
proceeded to the Ai^res ; where the town of 
Fajal was taken by Sir iK Raltigb^ as was the 
illand Gratiefa foon after by the fleet in ooiv* 
jun^on. Here they continued to cruize oa 
Che Spamjb American Beet. But thefe, having; 
narrowly efcaped falling into their hands, 
fleered away for Tercera, where they arrivci 
in fafety, except three very rich Ihips that 
were taken by Sir WiHiam Mot>{m, The Mk^^ 
followed them to Tercera ; but finding chem 
drawn clofe under the forts, they judged it 
not advifeable to atuck them. After this, they 
attempted yiUa Franca on the ifland of St. J»^ 
ehatl-, which was taken, plundered j and burnt: 
In the mean time^ Sir W. Raleigh^ who was 
flationed near> that ifland with fome fhips, dif- 
covered an Eafi-InJia Carack, which the Sfaipfi 
commander, to avoid being taken, ran on 
flioar juft under GuJad, the chief town of the 
ifland, and, after having tiken out her lading, 
burnt her. Upon this the £»^/«>, not finding 

the 
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the ezpcAed fucceiij rcfolved to retarn home. 
£ut meeting with a violent itorm by the way^ 
they were difperfed for fome days ; yet with- 
out any confiderable damage. On the contra- 
ry, the Spani^ fleetj which was put to Sea 
from Ferret f fuiFered much by the fame florm ; 
lereral of the fiiips being loft, and one driven 
into Dartmomb and feized. Soon after whlch^ 
the Englifii arrived fafe in their port. 

The war continuing. Sir Richard Ltvifon and 
Sir William Mmfen were ient in the year 1602, 
with eight of the queen's Ihips and fome hired 
reiTels to cruize near the coafU o£ Spain. The 
former of thefe, with part of the fquadron, 
happening to fallin with the 5;ptf»//% fleet from 
jimtrica, conTifiing of thirty-eight fail, engaged 
them with great bravery ; but, being too weak, 
was obliged to leave them. They afterwards 
jointly attack'd eleven Spanifi gallies, command- 
ed by Frederick SpimUty and a large Caraek in the 
haven of Cexiimhaj on . the coaft of Ttirtugal. 
Two of the gallics were taken and burnt j but 
the reft, tho' much difabled, had the good for- 
tune toefcape. ThtCarackt which was of fix- 
teen hundred tons, yielded, and with her cargo^ 
valued at a million of ducates, was brought fafe 
to England. Eight of the gaUies that efcaped^ 
being afterwards met by Sir Rabert Adanfel ia 
their way to Banders (whither they were bound 
with warlike flores) were all, except Spinpla'^ 
own gaily, either funk or dcftroycd pn the 
Ftmtih coaft. While 
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While the government of ^n^mii was a^ng 
thus rigoroufly againft the^ncmy, there want- 
ed not prirate adventurers^ who, excited by 
the hopes of Iharing in the plunder ttf Sfaln^ 
made themfelvcs remarkable by the boldnel* 
of their undertakings. But being unwilling 
to break the thread of the hiftory of the war 
between the two governments, by fo many 
incoherent adions, we hare referred their 
exploits for this place. 

One of the firft, as well as brarcfl, of thefc 
private adventurers, was the earl of Otmhtr- 
landf who was defcended from an elder branch 
of the noble family of Clifford in Devonfhirt, 
which firft had the title of earls of G*wi«-/«i/, 
in the 7th year oiHen. VIII, but loft it ^s.iiS4j, 
by dcfeft of male iffue. His firft expedition 
was in the year lyyj", when with three fmall 
fhips he attacked a large Rrfugueze Carack, called 
tie Five Wmnis ef Cbrifi ; which by misfortune 
taking fire, during the fight, was burnt with 
raft riches. He undertook another voyage to 
the Jz^rei JJlandt^ in the year if 90, when land- 
ing fome men, he made himfelf mafter of the 
town and caftle of Fayal. The town he plun- 
dered, and demoliflicd the caftle, bringing ofi[^ 
befides other booty, fifty-eight pieces of hea- 
vy cannon. After this, cruizing in company 
of captain BurroKgbt near Floret, he attack'd^ 
and obliged the enemy to fet fire to a large 
Ctraeig called the Mother ef God, with a lading 
valued 
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rained u aia hundred and fifty thourand 
pound*. His laft and moft remarkable expe- 
dition waa in the year ij-96 with about twen^ 
ty Ibips and a body of a thoufand or twdre 
hundred foldicrs, raifed chiefly ac his own ex- 
pcnce. Sailing to the Camiry Ifiimds^ he landed 
ibme men and made himfelf mafter of Lancero- 
w, one of the largeft of thofe iflandi: Fron 
whence proceeding to the iVtfi-liiMes^ he land- 
ed and attacked hurto Ricoj a very ftrong town 
defended by feveral forts, which, after great 
proofs of his condufi and braveryj were ob- 
liged to furrender. The booty he brought off 
was conHderable, befides eighty fine pieces 
of cannon. 

Another of thofe private adventurers was 
captain John Ltmeafier^ who being employed 
by the Londm merchants with three (hips, took 
thirty-nine Spanijh fhips at fereral times, as 
alfo a large Portugutfe Caraek at Harnamhtca, 
with whofe cargo he loaded fifteen of hi& 
imaller prizes, and at laft brought hit fleet {afe 

to England. 

Sir ff^alter Rateigh undertook fuch another ex- 
pedition, at his own expence. His 6rfl: exploit 
on that occafion was the taking of TrinUad* ; 
from whence he palfed over with an hundred 
men in pinnaces to Gmma, and went up the 
great river Oron^fue four hundred miles ia> 
fearch of gold-mines : But, meeting with un- 
fiirmountabfe difikulties, he returned. He con-> 
eluded 
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eluded the expedition with caking and plunder- 
ing the town of Cgmamt ; which, . becaufe the 
inhabitants refufed to ranfom it, was burnt. 

Several other private adventurers did Conii- 
derable damage to the SpaiaitfJj ^ particularly 
the captains Pre^m and Simrntri.} who plunder- 
ed two iflands in the JVefi-lndiei, at alfo the 
towns of St, Jago de tern and Cere on Ctw Mj&h 
Land, Captain George BJman and captain J*met 
Lanca^tr likewife undertook a voyage to the 
Eafi'IttJies. Rimtm Was unfortunately loft in. a 
ftormj but Lancajitr continued his voyage, 
took feveral prizes, and, at laft with great d^« 
culty returning home^ firft taught the Emglifi 
the method of trading in thofe parrs. His di& 
coveries were of fuch ufe, that, in the yeac 
1600, queen Elizabeth ere&ed an Ea^-lndia Cot»^ 
fanfj who foon after cftabUfhed divers fadorics 
and became confiderable Ifaarers in that profi- 
table trade. 

But here we mult conclude the fuccefifes and 
triumphs of the reign of this glorious queen 
who died in the year i6o }, having by her wife 
condud and the bravery of her Sea-command- 
ers (pread her fame into all parts of the known 
world. She was fenfible of the true founda- 
tion of her greatnefs, and looked upon manu- 
faflures as the richeit mine of the ftate, and 
the dominion of the Seas as the chief jewel of 
her crown. This difpofed her to take all pof- 
£hle mealurcs bfith to promote trade, and to 
deprive 
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deprire the ne^hbouring nations of the means 
of rivaling the EngUp at Sea. By her vidori- 
ous arms fiie broke the naral force of Sftun, 
and curbed the infolence of the H«nfe Tnmt. 
The terror of her fucceffes held Franctj tho* 
governed by the great Htnry, fo much in awe, 
that the Sea-forces of that kingdom could not 
become formidable, during her reign : And ha- 
ving the Brilf tUmakim, and fJufititg, the keys 
of HoUand and ZealanJ, in her hands^ fhe could 
■8 it were lock up the Sea-forces of the Duteb 
at her pleafure. Thus die remained tiQ her 
death the abfolute miltrefs of the Seas, and 
by confequence the arbitrefi of the affairs o^ 
Europe. To iignify this, ihe caufed a portcul- 
lis to be ftamped on fome of her coin, inti- 
matii^ thereby that it was in her power to fhttC 
up the Sea : Which fhe made fiiffidendy ap- 
pear> when the king of Damdirkt auidthcHsnfe 
Tovmi^ foliciting a paflage through her Seas to 
tranfpoit corn to Spain, were refufed it ; and 
when the Hanfiatki FUetj which had dared to 
tf tempt a pal^ge without her permiffion, was 
ieixed and confifcated. 



CHAP. 
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C H A P. IV. 

Jm Account (f the Englilh Sea-affairs, from 
the Death of Queen Elizabeth to th» 
Reftoration. 

THE only naval expedition, during the 
peaceful reign of king James I, was per- 
formed by Sir Walter Raleigh ; The occafion of 
which was as follows. 

Tho' a peace had been concluded with Spain 
upon the acceffion of king Jamei to the crown 
of England^ yet that unfortunate gentleman, 
(after a tedious confinement in the Tower un- 
der fentence of death for endeavouring to 
prevent the faid accefSon) propofed a fecond 
voyage to Guiana in fearch- of the gold mines 
before-mentioned j which he thought might 
be taken polTcffion of, without breach of the 
peace fubfilling between the crowns of Eng" 
lani and Spain. The voyage was according- 
ly undertaken with the king's confent. fiuc 
Sir IValter going beyond his commiflSon (as wa«. 
faid) by attacking and plundering the town 
of St. "Aomaty this atSion proved the ruin of 
that great man. He eafily forefaw the fatal 
confequence, in cafe of his return to Eng" 
land, and therefore would have fecured him- 
F felf 
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felf by retiring with his fiiip to France j but 
the feamen being unwilling to forfake their na- 
tive country, to fliare in his misfortunes, 
brought him back to meet his deftiny. For, 
not with Handing that he pleaded the king's 
commJffion, addrefs'd to his Trufty and Well- 
ielovtd^ &c. (which he would have interpreted 
as a pardon for his former offence) and tho* 
he alledgcd that the Spaniardi were the aggreC- 
Tors, as alfo that he could not come at the 
iirin^Sj without firft witining the town : Yet 
the fentence of his former condemnation was 
executed upon him, by beheading in the pa- 
lace-yard in Wefimlnfier^ OSob. 29, 161 8. 

But tho' the reign of king James gave but 
little occafipn to the Enilijh^ to fliew their pow- 
«r at Sea; yet feveral plantations or fettle- 
Sients were then begun in the Eafi and Wefi-In- 
Jiesj and the Spanipj trade, after the peace with 
that crown, was fet on an advantageous foot, 
and made free by a Uw for all the fubjet^s o£ 
England, to the great enriching of the nation. 
In this reign;^ treaty was likewife concluded 
vrith the Dutch^ tending to the fecurity an4 
advantage of the Eafi-lndia trade ; but without 
the defired efFe<ft, For the HoUa?$ders (tho' bui; 
lately affilted by the EngU^ in taking the ifland 
Ternata from the Tortngutfi) endeavouring to 
engrofs to thcmfelves the whole trade of the 
kingdom of Jitcatrg, where the BtgUjb had a 
fa^ory, a war enfiicd th^cupon between the 
two 
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two companies in thofe parts. The ftrength of 
both parties met near the coaft of yavj^and the 
Hollanders were defeated in a confidcrable Sea- 
fight ; But the fleetSj meeting a fecond timt, 
were parted by a Itorm *. Soon after this, the 
Englip landed fome troops on the ifland Java, 
and befieged the Dutch fort near the city jf«- 
catra^ which is now called Batavia. But having 
proceeded fo far as to oblige the garrifon to 
ocapitulatCj and agree to furrender the place 
within a limited time, the fiege was unex- 
peAedly raifed by a great army of Indians^ that 
came from Bantam ; upon whofe approach, the 
£»f/*/^j finding themlelves much too weak, made 
their retreat without lofs. , Thefc adions 
occafioned a great jealoufy between the two 
nations in thofe parts, and were followed 
by the tragedy of Amboinay which has Hncc 
been partly the occafion of fo many other 
tragedies. 

Amboina is one of the Sinda (iflands ly^ 
ing near the Molucca'^) and is famous for 
fpices. On this ifland the Englip had a fadory. 
But in the year 1622, the agents of the B^wi;- 
company, being willing to engrofs the whole 
trade into their own hands, pretended e |doc 
was formed by the Engii^ (tho' not aborc 
twenty in namber) to furprizc the fort, io 
which the Dutch had at that time aboT« two 
hundred foldiers. Seis^ing thofe unfortunac* 
F I people, 

t ffft. d'HoUwidparMonf.deNeufvme. 
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people, they put them to the torture, in order 
to extort from them a confefEon of the pre- 
tended confpiracy. Ten of them expired ia 
the midft of their torments, afferting their in- 
nocence to the very !aft ; and thofe which fiir- 
vived, were banifticd the ifland. Nor did they 
fiop here, but feized upon the Engli^ fado- 
ries in Setan^ Btolorocn^ and Other neighbouring 
ifland* ; becoming by thofe means almoft en- 
tire matters of the fplcc-trade. 

King Charles I, fucceeding his father king 
jFtfww, in the year 1625", found himftlf (thro* 
the raibnefs of his favourite the duke of Bucking- 
ham) engaged in a double war againft France 
imd Sfain : Upon which there happened feve- 
ral anions with various fucccfs. The earl of 
tVarwickj An. 1626, With three frigates attacking 
a fleet of Spaniards of forty (ail, bound for Dm- 
Jdrky with two thoufand foldiers on board, funk 
five, and difpers'd and drove back the reil i 
whereof few arrived in Sfain, moft of them 
periDiing by ftorm. Alfo Sir Kenelm Dighy, in 
the year 1629, after having taken confidera- 
ble prizes from the Frenchy attack'd feveral Ihipt 
of the fame nation at Cape Congare, which (the 
his fquadron confifted but of iix frigates) bore 
fufficient marks of his civility, as did two large 
Venetian galliaiTes, and as many galleons^ which 
proteftcd them. The Englijh^ likewife attack* 
ing the French city of ^ebec in iiJertb- America^ 

reduced it, together with the whole country 

of 
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of Candda. * But the expedition to Cai\«. un- 
der ray lord Wimhietonf being without fuccefs, 
and the duke of Buckingham's defcent on the jfle 
oiRhcj tho' fuccefsful at firft, by the defeat of 
a good body of fVenci troops, yet ending in a 
repulfCj (as did likewife the attempt of the earl 
of Lindfey to force the barricadoes before Rox 
cbelle) both the wars paffed without any farther 
adion. 

The reft of this reign, (if we only except a 
fliort difpute with the HeBanderi about the 
fiftiery, and the deftruaion of forae Moorip 
Cerfairt in the harbour of SaSjr by admiral Rainf- 
horenv) was nothing elfe but a ftruggle between 
prerogative and liberty : Which producing a 
calamitous inteftine war, and concluding in 
the tragical end'of the king, and fubverfion of 
the conttitution both of church and ftate, pre- 
vented all farther dcfigns of afferting the EngUpt 
dominion at Sea againlt the Dutch. Yet this 
made way for another form of government 
which, tho' but of fliort continuance, raifed the 
reputation of the EngUJh Sea-forces to a high 
pitch of glory. 

During the civil war, thofc, who had the 
fleet in their power, found it their intereft to 
maintain a conflderable force at Seaj partly 
to prevent the ruin of trade, thro' the infults 
of foreigners, and partly to cut off all foreign ' 
«ffiftancc from the Ri^difi,. With thefc views, 
^ i they 

* fltw^Vs Voyage. 
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they made choice of BUie, Dean, and Topbam, 
CO comoiand as admirals j who, as it happened^ 
were not long without employment ; which, 
tho' of fmall conlequencCj yet helped to train 
them up for greater fervices. In the year 
1648^ fevemeen men of war and frigates revolt- 
ing to the king, failed for Holland, and fubmit- 
ted by their deputies to prince Charles^ then 
refiding as an exile at the Hague, So conlidera- 
ble a reinforcement railed new hopes in the 
prince, who received their deputies with the 
greatelt civility and honour, and after fufR- 
cient aiTuranCes of their hdeHiy and zeal for his 
fervice, took the refolution to command them 
jn perfon ^ and accordingly, in the month of 
Augufij he fet fail with them for the Thames. 
His chief expedation was, that his prefence, 
with fo Itrong a fquadron upon the coaft, 
would encourage others to follow their exam- 
. pie, by declaring for the Royal Party. Coming 
to the mouth of the Thames, he found the earl 
of Warwick^ chief admiral for the parliament, 
riding at anchor with a fquadron j whom he 
commanded to ftrike and obey him, as the 
king's high admiral But the earl refufing to 
ftrike, the royal fleet, (partly for want of pro- 
viiiqns, and partly for fear of another fqua- 
dron under Afoought which came from Tbrtf- 
vtmhi and, failing by the prince, joined the earl 
of Warwick by nigtit) were obliged to return to 
HflUnd, being purfued by the two united fqua- 
drons as far as Guree. This 
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This tieet was afterwards committed to the 
conduit of the princes Rupert and iMaurlce. But 
fome of them, by the perfuafions of the carl of 
Wanvickj returning to the obedience of their 
former mafterSj the rcfl wfere purfued by 
Blakt to Kmgptle in Ireland; where being block- 
ed up in the harbour, while Cromwtl befieged 
the town by land, they were obliged to take i. 
dcfpcrate rcfolution, and to force their way 
through Blakis fquadron ; which they effeded, 
but with the lols of three of their fhips, taken 
by Blake, From thence failing to Lisbon^ they 
found prote«ftioii from the king of Portugal ^ 
which occafioned a breach between that king 
and the government of tngland. J3/«.6e, clofcly 
purfuing them, blocked up the port of Lisbon^ 
taking in the mean time fevcral French and hr~ 
tu£uefe men of war which had done fome mif- 
chief to the EngUp merchants. But, being at 
laft forced by Itrefs of weather to leave the 
coaft, the princes found opportunity to efcape 
to Malaga, and from thence to Alkant. Blake, 
getting intelligence of this, fcnt home his hea- 
rieft fliips with the prizes, and with feven light 
frigates continued the purfuit. By the way he 
took a French frigate of twenty guns, as alfo 
the Roe-kMci, one of the princes fliiptj and 
meeting another, called the Black Frimee, he 
forced her on flioar, where flie was burnt. Four 
others of the princes men of war and prizes, 
being chafedj ran on fhoar in the bay of Orr- 
^ 4 thagtmi 
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tbagena ; where they were unloaded and left by 
their people. At laft, the princes^ finding no 
place of retreat or hope of fucccfs in Europe, 
failed with three Ihips to the Wefi-lndUs ; where 
prince Maurice unfortunately perifhing in a hur- 
ricane, prince Rupert returned to Europtj and 
fold the two remaining ihips in France to the 
cardinal MaxMrlne. 

Soon after Blake's return to EngUni, fofbam 
was fenc to cruife on the coalt of fortugai, 
where not only the princes had found protec- 
tion, but thcEnglip agent had likewife met with 
fonie affront. In this cruife, B>pham had the 
good fortune to take eighteen fail of the Rirfti- 
gutfe Wefi-hdla Fleet i alt which were brought 
fafe to England. 

In the mean time, the iHands of SciSjft con- 
fiderable for their natural flrength and conve- 
nient fituation in the mouth of the Channel, 
having ferved for a retreat to feveral of the 
king's frigates, which fometimes made prize of 
fuch Erglijh ihips as they could mailer ; the En- _ 
glijh government, to prevent this for the fu- 
ture, fent Blake with a fquadron and fome land 
forces to reduce them. This was ibon effetSed 
without any considerable lofs, and two fmall 
frigates were taken in the harbours. The 
iflands Jerfey^ Guernfeyy and Many foon Ihared 
the fame fate, and contributed to make the fuc- 
ccfs of the then prevailing party as complete 
by Sea as it was by Land. 

The 
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The firft Dutch war, on which we are jult en- 
tering, will oblige us to look back a little, and 
to gire a more particular account of fome 
tranfadions which we hinted at before. 

The pacifick temper of king Jamei I, was 
the occafion that nothing followed on the 
mentioned proceeding ac Amholnaj during hi« 
reign. But his fon king (JiarUt I, being alarm- 
ed at the growing greatnefs of the HoUatiden^ 
(which the injuries already received ha^caufcd 
him more fenfibly to apprehend) and confider- 
ing their filhcry on the Britifi coaft as the' 
main foundation of their power at Sea, took a 
refolution, a little before the breaking out of 
the civil war, either to deprive them of that 
profitable fifliery for the future, or clfe to ol>-" 
lige them to purchafe a licence in acknowledg- 
ment of his dominion of the Brltifi) Seas. 

For this purpofc, in the year nSj6, having 
fitted out a confiderable fleet under command 
of the duke of NertbumberUnd, he, as lord of 
the Britifij Seatj difturbcd their fifhcry, and forc- 
ed them to agree to the payment of the fum of 
thirty thoufand pounds for the liberty of fiJh- 
ing that fummer ,• which fum was accordingly 
paid. But afterwards, the yearly payment of 
the Cud fum was not only refufed, but (as 
it were by way of rcprizal) the plantation of 
New Nttbtrland was undertaken by their Wefi- 
Jadia company,- and the Eafi-India company ^ 
affuming the title of lerdt ef tbt Smbern Stas, 
took 
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took and confifcaced fereral rich En^il^ ihips 
trading in thofe pares. 

'Tis confelfed that^ by an article in the 
treaty of Bredaj Anuo 1667, both thcfe and 
the former fads are agreed to be buried in 
oblivion j fo far at lealt as not to be made ufe 
of as a handle to embroil the two nations for 
the future : But as they have beenj more than 
once, alledged as occafions of great effulion 
of bloodj they could not be omitted here, 
without depriving the following condud of the 
EagUJh government of its ncccffary vindication' 

To proceed. The unfortunate king CbarUt, 
thro' the fatal mifunder {landing between him 
and his parliament, being out of capacity to- 
procure his juft fatisfai^ion for thefe indigni- 
ties, the matter Ilept till after the end of the civil 
war, when the Hollanders chanced to fall into 
the hands of the rump-parliament and Crmrwel. 

Th- quarrel between the ftates and the rump 
was not occafioned merely by the aforefaid 
ufurpations on the EngU^ at Sea, but it fprung 
chiefly from another caufe. The rump tho* 
every where vitftorious, yet fearing that their 
late unprecedented proceedings againft the 
king had difgufted all other princes as well as 
the Cz-ar of MufcQvj (who upon the news of 
king Qha.rltt'% death hadbanifced the Engll^ hia 
country) took the opportunity of prince Wih 
Itam II of Orangt^s dcceafc to court the flatea 
by cheir cmbaQa^rs to condude jt itrid confe- 
deracy 
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4eracy between the two commonwealths by the 
renewal of the treaty of i^9S' This overture 
(which, by the conjun^ion of the two great- 
eft naral powers, might haye fecured to the 
rump the pofleffion of their newly-acquired 
authority) met with vigorous oppofition from 
the Or«wf* Party among the Itatesj who eafily 
foreTaw that fuch a confederacy or coalition of 
the two nations would not only prove the de- 
population of Holland^ but would be dettru^ire 
to the interelt of the houfe of Orange by effec- 
tually excluding both king and Itadt-holdcr. 
Theie therefore fet all their engines at work, 
partly to contrive delays, partly to incenfe the 
rabble againlt the embalTadors : And their cre- 
dit was ac that time fo great^ that the utmeft 
ciForts of the enemies of the houfe of Orsnge, 
to favour the treaty of coalition, were in vain. 

The affronts put upon their embalfadors and 
the rejedion of their propofals were fo refent- 
ed by the rump, that foon after the battle of 
WoTctfitr (which was the ruin of the Rj>jal Tarty') 
they, to revenge themfclves on the Dutch^ paff- 
cd the A8 of Navigation : Which ad has fince 
been very famous j being confirmed (with very 
little alteration) by king Chartii 11. The fub- 
flance of ic was. That no merchandife might 
by any nation be imported into any part of the 
dominions of England^ except in veffels belong- 
ing to Engl'i^ fubjeds jand that all foreign goods 
^ould not only be brought in fliips belonging 
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CO the fDbje(9s of England, bat be laden at fuch' 
places where they grew, or at leafl: in fuch 
ports from whence they muft neceiTarily be 
imported^ or where they were ufually bought 
at the firll hand. By rirtue of which the 
J)utcb (who had little or nothing of their own 
growth) were in efieA debarred a0 navigation 
and trade to the Emglijh dominions both in £»- 
rofe and Amerlcu (from which they had reaped 
great adrantages) and their Ihips were made 
liable to continual fearches and confifcations. 
Yet thefc were not the only articles, but other* 
Were added concerning the hfliery ; and fcreral 
orders were publifhed regarding the merchan- 
difes imported from the Eefi-lnSts, the Ltvaat, 
and the coafts of Spain and Vortmgal, wherein 
the iLdlandert could hnd but little latisfadion. 

Thde were fuch fenlible blows to the flaies^ 
that they irnmediately difpatched three embaf- 
fadors to pacify the Englijh government, fiut 
this they were fo far from efFeiaing, that at 
their firll audience, Jpril ijy 16^2, the rump 
demanded the arrears for their hfliing on the 
coaft of Britain, the delivering up of the fur- 
viving adors in the tragedy of Amhuna to ju- 
fiice, and a free trade upon the river Schtld, 

Soon after this, letters of mart were grant- 
ed for reparation of damages fuftained from 
the Hollanders in time of peace i by virtue of 
which feveral Dutch vciTcls were taken. But, 
before it came to a war, many more fhips were 
fcizcd 
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feizcd and confifcated on account of the AS 
•f Navigation j which the ftates having in vain 
^reclaimed by their embafladors, the treaty aid- 
ed in an open rupture. 

The late fucceifes of the Bollmdert agalnlt the 
Spamards and Dunkirkeri had, it feems, fo rait- 
ed their courage chat they were forward e- 
nough to cry their fortune with the Eng^fi^ 
whom they regarded as their chief competitors 
in point of trade. But becaufe what the E»glifi 
had done in granting letters of mart^ and ia 
paffing the AH of Naijtgation, was no other 
than what all nations have a right to do (being 
by the law of nature impowered to make re-, 
prifalsj and eftabUfh fuch r^ulations^ with re- 
fpe<% to tradcj as are judged to be for the bene- 
fit of the community, and not to contradiA 
any former contrads) therefore they could noc 
with fo good a grace proceed to hoftiUties up- 
on thofe accounts. They therefore chofe ra- 
ther to begin the war by refufing to flrike the 
flag, or to acknowledge the EngU^ dominion 
of the Seas : Which method they thought could 
BOt but appear very plaufible, it being, as 
they pretended, the refiAing a tyranny which 
other nations were equally concerned to op-, 
pofc. 

But, before we proceed to an account of the 
war, it may not be amifs to take a view of the 
i^te of both nations, with reference to the Sea. 

The 
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The w^e, herring and cod-fiffieries, joined 
with the commerce of almolt the whole world, - 
had rendered the Dutch the moft powerful na-> 
tion at Sea chat perhaps the world ever fa ^. 
The number of their fifliing and trading veiTels 
is computed to hare exceeded chat of all other 
nations in Eta-ope^ Their people were well ex- 
ercifed, and animated by their fuccefles in the 
Spam^ war, which had been but lately Bniflied 
by an advantageous peace : And the vaft con- 
fluence of Sea-faring men from all the Northern 
parts, drawn by the fame of their commerce, 
furniflied them, without preffing, with fuch 
numbers of able Tailors as could not eaflly be 
exhaulled by a long war. So that to wage 
war with them was, in fome rcfped, to war 
againft a great part of Europe. Bcfides all thefe 
advantages, fuch were the riches of the United 
Trovmcesj that even during this war (which 
was finilhed in lefs than the fpace of two years) 
they built fixty capital Jhips, of fuch bignefs 
and force as had never been feen in chofe 
parts. * 

On che contrary, the Er>ilijh did not enjoy 
fo great a Ihareof commerce j they coo much 
neglcAed the fidierics on their coaft, and em- 
ployed ahnoft none but their own fubjeds, 
who, during the long reigns of king Jfimei and 
Charles I, had bccn Uttle exercifed in Sc» en-, 
gagcments. 

The 

Z lotereft ran Holland, p. latf. 



D,g,t,7k by Google 



Cohmna Sojlrata. pj 

' The Dutch (hips were built flatter-b<>ttomed« 
and therefore drew Icfs water than the &^Spi : 
Which qualification rendered them more ea« 
pable of failing among the fhallowSj where 
they often found a fecurc retreatj when chafed 
by the enemy. 

The Efjglifi ftiips being built of tougher 
wood, and with fharper keels, were lefs fubjed 
to fplinter^ and fitter to difpuce the weather- 
gage i which they fcldom failed to gain, tho' 
not always to their advantage. 

In the year i€f z, the Dutch admiral, Mtrth 
Herhtrtfon Tromp^ an old experienced command- 
er, who had given divers proofs of his cap^ 
city againft other nations, was lent with ^ 
ftrong fquadron to fecurc the Dutch commerce, 
which had been much dillurbed lince the late 
A9 of Navlgathm. His orders were, to pro- 
teA the Dutch merchant-Clips againfl all fearch- 
es, and,with relped to the flag, to ad according 
to his difcretion, and to do nothing thajt might 
tend to his nation's difhononr *. In purfuanc? 
to thefe orders. May i8, he came with forty- 
two men of war into Dover-read^ on pretence oC 
being driven from the coaft of Dunkirk by flreft 
of weather. Here he found Blake with fifecen 
Ihips, (the Dutch author of De Rii^er-^ life, by 
mift^e, fays fifty) whereof the adfiutal-fhip 
carried eighty guns, and between five and fix 
hundred^ men j t(Ut the reft were- of the mi<t- 
4 dling 
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dling fort. Tromf refafing to ftrike, tho' warn*d 
by fcreral fbots from the Englipy admiral, a Iharp 
light enfned, which lafied from four in the 
afternoon till nine at night. The grofs of the 
Engti^ not being able to come up fbon enough^ 
Blake (as he fays in his letter to the govern- 
ment) was four hours engaged^ almofl alone^ 
with the Dutch fleet. His ftiip, the St. Jamts^ 
received about fcven hundred great Ihots in 
her ttiafls and hull, and infinite fliots in her 
fails and riggihg, tho' with no greater lofs 
than of forty men killed and wounded. But 
St lalt, being bravely fcconded, and Bourtta 
(who tay in the Dovmi) coming with eight men 
of war to his afEftance, and attacking Tremf 
in the rear, the fight ended to the advantage of 
the EngUJk, who took two * Duteb men of war 
without the loft of any Ihip on their fide. The 
confequence was, that Tremf drawing his Ihat- 
tered fleet to the back of the Goodwin-Sands, in- 
ffead of fecuring the Dutch commerce, retreat- 
ed next morning to the coalt of Zealand. 

This was the prolc^uc to the tragedy that 
was afterwards .aded by the mightieft enemies 
that ever failed upon the Sea. 

After the fight, declarations were publilh- 
ed, attcfted by all the principal officers, 
wherein both parties accufed each other of be- 
ing the aggreffors. Thofe declarations, how 
different foever, yet in effcd agree in this; 
that 

I Levem dcr 2edi»ldca Twecde. Deel. p. 9S' 
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that Tramp did not ftrike his flag. The impar- 
tial reader will belt judge, whether his refufal, 
to comply with that ancient pretenfion of the 
Eftglijh nation, may not fufficiently prove him 
the aggrcflbr, or at lealt the caufe of the com- 
)>a,t which enfued, tho' he had not given the 
firft broad-fide' as the Englijk affirm he did. 

The fuccefs of this engagement having fo lit- 
tle anfwered either the advantages or the ex- 
pe^ations of the Dutch, the ilates immediately 
difpatched away a letter to the EngUfii council of 
itatc, to excufe it : Protefting, that it happened 
without their knowledge^ and againft their wills; 
and concluding with thcfe words : " We again 
" pray this moll honourable council, and bc- 
"■ feech you by the pledges both of common 
" religion and liberty, to fuffer nothing to be 
" done out of too much heat, ci^c- but rajher 
" to let us receive a kind anfwer, without far- 
" ther delay, to our laft requeft. " They al- 
fo dellred the releafe of the fhips taken by 
the Eitglijti in the fight. This letter producing 
no cffe^, they fcnt the Heer AdrUan Taauw^. 
penfioner of HellanJj with the like requefts.' 
But he found the council inflexible j who in- 
fiftcd on reparation of damages fuftained in 
time of peace, and fecurity againft the like at- 
tempts for the future; bcfidea their other de- 
mand of a ftrid- union between the two na- 
tions : Which the ftates not confenting to, tht 
Hur Paauvf and the other embaii^dors were 
G recalled, 
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recalled, and the war was proclaimed ia Hel- 
Umd on the 8th of July. 

During thcfc traniadions, the Englijh^ by 
virtue of the ^S of Navigation, and by way of 
reprifal, and requital for the late damages, af- 
fronts and holtilitiesj took many Dutch fhips. 
June 1 1, Blake brought in eleven m^chant-fliips 
with their conruy, coming from Nantz.. June 
It, the captains, T/^lor and Ptacoek, in two 
Ef^lifli fixates, engaged two Dxtcb men of war 
OA the coaft of fianJen, for refuting to flrike ; 
of the which one was taken, and the other 
flranded. And on the i jth of the fame month, 
Blake took twenty-iix merchant-&ipc with three 
convoys, bound home from France. July 4, 
TJce-admiral Afcot^b (who, in his late return 
from the redu^ion of BarhadMSj had taken ten 
inerchant-fliips, and four men of war) attack'd 
the St. Uhes-Rect of about forty fail, of which 
near thirty were taken, burnt, or ftranded and 
plundered on the French coaft. 

While the ftates, with the utmoft diligcnccj 
were getting ready a fleet of fcventy men of 
war, under the command of Trompj Blake^ with 
about fixty, received order to fail to the Nortb^ 
to difturb the Dutch fifbery. Sir George Afca^b 
(whOj fincc the deftrudton d£ the St. Uket-Qsctj 
had taken five Dutch merchant- fhips) waa left 
with the remainder of the £»^///fe-fleet, confift- 
ing of feven men of war, in the Dowm. Biake, 
coming upon the coaft of ScetlaitJj found the 
whole 
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whole DMtcb-ficcc of faerring-buffcs, under a 
convoy of thirteen frigates : But, fcorning to 
take advantage of his numbers^ he detached 
eight of his (hips (tho' fome Dutch hillorians fay 
twenty) which, after a fight of two or three 
hours, took twelve of the frigatcgl During the 
adion, about an hundred herring-bullcs, 
with fifteen hundred men, were taken by the 
reft of the fleet. But thefe, after being unloact 
cd, were feat with the men to Holland : Which 
gave occafion to a report there, that all the 
bufies efcaped. In England^ fome gave this aft 
of generoficy the name of ill conduit ; coir- 
ceivingj that, if Blakt had detained the men 
and bulTcs, it would not only have proved a 
confiderable weakening to the enemy, but have 
put the Etiglijh into a condition to have en- 
gaged with greater advantage in that profita- 
ble filhcry. In his return, fome of the Englifi 
frigates gave chafe to two Zealand men of war, 
which were likewife taken. 

In the mean time, Tromp^ with his fleet of fe*- 
venty men of war, came before the Thamet. 
But after having in vain attempted to furprize 
jifceugh^ and infultcd the coall, he failed t6 
the Northward in queft of Blake. By the way, 
being attack'd by a violent ftorm, fome of his 
fliips were loft ; and fix or feven, being fcatter- 
ed, were taken by Blake j who returned tri- 
umphantly with his prizes, while the Vmch 
made the belt of their way to their next har- 
bonr. G a By 
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By thefe in fucceflcs, Trom^ fell into fuch 
difgracc with the Itatcs, that he furrendered 
his commlllion, and the command of the fleet 
was given to De Wttte and Z)e Ruyur j the latter 
of whichj the' he had taken a refolution to 
quit the Sea-fervicej and difcovered no inch- 
nation to engage againft the Englijh j yet^ by 
the earneft foUicitacions of the Itates, was at lalt 
prevailed on to accept a fliare in the com- 
mand. 

The E»^///li government, to diiturb the Dutch 
commerce in the moft efFeftual mann?rj fent 
admiral Afcougb (being reinforced with feveral 
men of war) from thtDnvns^ to cruize in the 
mouth of the channel, at the fame time th^ 
Blakt was in the North, 

On the 28th oi Jugujij Afcougb cruizing off 
, TiyTTMutb with thirty-eight fail, (among which 
were two fhips of between fifty and fixty guns, 
the refl being light frigates and firc-fhips_) met 
and aitack'd De Ruyter, who with a like num- 
ber of fhipSj from twenty-four to forty gunSj 
convoysd a fleet of about fixty merchant^men. 
Above twenty of thefe, being ftout fliips, were 
by De Ruyter taken into the line, and, as it 
fcems, were miftakcn by the Ei^lfi} for men of 
war : For the Engli^ hiftorians, in their ac- 
counts of this fight, reckon fixty Dafci men of 
war, and but thirty merchant-men. 

The engagement was veryfmart, near three 

thoufand cannon-fiiot being fired on each lide: 

, But 
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But hiftorians differ about the fucccfs. The 
EfJgliJh affirm unanimouflyj that Afcougb (tho' 
not well feconded by fome of his captains) be- 
haved himfeif very bravely, charging with eight 
or nine of his headmolt ftiips, feveral times 
through and through the enemy's fleet : And 
they agree, that only the night put an end to 
the combat. Some of them add^ that two or 
three of the Dutch men of war were deftroyed ; 
bur all agree, that Afcough lott but a fingle 
fire-ihip : And they affirm, that nothing^ 
but the damage fuflained in malts and fails, 
was the caufe of his returning to Plymouth, 
without purfuing the enemy the following 
•day. , , 

The Dutch writers, on the contrary, affirm* 
that the Englijh loft two or three men of war, 
and had twelve or thirteen hundred men killed, 
wounded, and drowned. They add, that De 
Ruyter loft no fliip, and but few people. The 
Dutch author of Trempi'i life, tho' he owns that 
the fight lafted till about eight o'clock, when 
it began to grow dark, yet would perfuade us 
that the Englijh fled. He likewife pretends 
that the Dutch purfued them for fome while, 
tho' at the fame time he confcfTes, that Da 
Ruyter^i fleet was fo difabled, that he was ob- 
liged CO fend no lefs than fifteen of them 
home, and his own fhip among the reft. The 
fame author puts fiich an oration into the 
mouth of Df Rujtir (which he pretends he made 
G 3 aftCr 
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afcer the fight^ to encourage his officers to 
follow AfcBugb to Ftymouth) as, confidering the 
ufual prudence and modefly of that brare ad- 
miralj the ill ftatc of his fleet, and the obliga- 
tion he was under to convoy the merchant- 
Ihips out of danger, mull be looked upon as a 
mete figment, without any foundation, and 
as a very awkard imitation of the pradice of 
fpeech-making, introduced by Tome Creek and 
Roman hiltorians. The fame writer, tho' he 
complains, that feveral of the Duub com- 
manders behaved themfelves very ill j yet 
fpcaks much of the bravery of a certain Friez^ 
had captain, who, he alTures us, was attack'd 
by feveral of the EtJgUJhat once^ infomuch, 
that his men mutinied, and could hardly be 
with-held from delivering up the ftiip, till run- 
ning down into the powder-room with a piece 
of lighted match, he threaten 'd to blow them 
up, if they refufed to do their duty. Whereup- 
on, borrowing new courage from defpair, they 
play'd their cannon fo briskly, that two of 
the largeft EngUjh Ihips were funk, and about 
eight hundred men drowned, and a third fo 
difabled, that fhe was forced to hold oiF, and 
refit. 

Thefe muft be owned to be fine exploits; 

and 'tis pity the ftory is fpoiled by a very 

different account. For another noted 

Duub relation fays t onl/j that he funk one 

Eaglijb 

t Her LevcB v*n Dc Ruyter. 
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Engli^ Oiip, chafed away a fecond^ and thac 
being boarded^ and as good as taken by a 
third, he obliged the EngUp to leave him, by 
threatening co blow up his jhip. The incon- 
filtence of chefe two relations fufiicientljr 
fhews how uncertain the whole matter is. 
And indeed, fuch circumitantial accounts of 
the anions of particular captains, (at lealt in 
the greater Sea-fights) are fttter materials for 
a poem, than an hlftoryj unlefs either con> 
feifed by the enemy, or otherwife unexcep- 
tionably attelted. 

The war was not long confined to the coafls 
of Britain^ but fpread itfelf into almolt erery 
Sea,* and every wind brought the news of 
frelh dcftni^ion and {laughter. About the 
latter end of the fame month, the Dutch admi- 
ral Van GaUity wich eleven men of war, met 
and atcack'd the Engtlfii commodore, BedUy, 
with three men of war, a fire-fliipj and three 
or four merchant- fhips homeward bound from 
Scanderaon and Smyrna. The firft day's fight began 
in the afternoon olFthe ifland Elba^ and lalted 
till night, with little advantage to either par- 
ty. The Dutch hiftorians agree, that three 
of their men of war, being feparaced in the 
n^ht, and afterwards becalmed, could not 
come ttp to have a fhare in the fecond engage- 
ment. On the other fide, the EngUp parted 
ifrom their merchant-lhips, which, being hea- 
vy and richly laden, were ordered to make 
G 4 the 



D,g,t,7P:hy Google 



104. Cohmna Roftrata. 

the beft of their way to the neareft harbour. 
The next morning, the four remaining Englijh^ 
being artack'd by the eight HoUatUers, the 
fight went on with great fury. Van Galen be- 
gan a clofe engagement with the EngHjb com- 
madore; but being difabled in his rigging, 
and having received three fliots under-wa- 
ter, and been three times on fire, he was 
forced (ae the Dutch hiltorians confefs) to 
leave him. Another of the enemy's largeft 
ftips, renewing the attack, was lifcewife fo 
well received, that flie loft her main-malt. 
Whereupon, the En^lijh frigate, the F&xaix, 
taking the opportunity, boarded the difabled 
Hollander 'i but, being too weak, was taken af- 
ter a fliarp fight of an hour, wherein molt of 
her men were either killed or wounded. In 
the mean time, the Engltjh commadore, BodUy, 
being again boarded by two of the ene- 
mies at once, defended himfelf fo rcfolutely, 
that (by the confeffion of the Dutch hiltorians) 
they were both beaten off, with a dreadful 
flaughter of their men, and the lofs of both 
their captains. Whereupon, Bodley feeing him- 
felf left by the enemy, after having loft about 
an hundredVmen, killed and wounded, he 
mth his'tfat'ee remaining fhips followed the 
merchant-men to T^rto Limgom; leaving the 
tkllanders to caft up the account of the ho- 
BOtr and profit they gained by this encoun- 
ter. The enemy loft three of their captains 
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in the fight, whom they afterwards bniied at 
ftrw Longom^ where the Englijh and they, ■ being 
in a neutral port, continued very friendly to- 
gether for fome time. 

About the fame day as this encounter hap- 
pened in the Streigbtst the EngUfii admiral Blake, 
failing to the weftward^ took in the Channel 
eleven Strtigbt and IVefi-Tndia Ibips, and funk a 
Gidnta ftiip * amounting together to the value 
of four hundred thoufand pounds : And ad- 
miral Pen brought in fii Streigh Ihips from 
twenty to thirty-four guns, which had been 
in the ferrice of the Fenetiantf and were returo- 
ing home very richly laden. 

Tho' there was no war declared between 
'England and i^<»#r, yet fome hoftilities had 
happened on both fides, occafioned by the de- 
ftroying of fome Freatb Ihips at Newfoimdland, 
where they had attempted to fiOi by encou- 
ragement of the Rtyalifit. Whereupon, a re- 
markaUe encounter enfued bettveen Blake and 
the duke of Vtndafm on the 7th of September, 
Vendofm (who had lately defeated the Spanl^ 
fleet under the count D' Olgnon) was going to 
the relief of Dunkirk, thcii befieged by the 5^- 
niardt ; but being attacked by Blake with ferea 
Ihips, feren Fi-encb men of war were taken, to- 
gether with a fmall frigate of eight guns and 
a fire-fhip. Upon which, both Dimkirk and 
Crtveling, being deprived of the expeAcd fuc- 
cour^ 
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CoiurSj were obliged to furreoder to the Sfo- 
niardt. 

Soon after this, Blake^ who was ever indefa' 
tigable in the fervice of his maftersj took 
twdve or fourteen Dutch ihips, coming from 
piantx. and RechelU with wine, brandy, and fait. 
He had no fooner fecured his prizes, and^ 
by his conjunAion with Boura in the Dovms^ 
formed a fufficient fleet to oppofe the de%ns 
of the new Dutch admirals, than he received 
notice that they approached the Englifit coaft* 
Whether their expei^ation was to have furprii^ 
ed the Englifijj while weak and divided, without 
being obliged to hazard a general battle, or 
whether it was their intention to draw them 
towards their own coaft i^ order to engage 
them with lefs danger to themfeWes in the 
neighbourhood of their iands, is uncertain. 
The Engli^ accounts agree that they difcovercd 
but little inclination to fight, firft by their poll- 
ing themfelves behind a dangerous fand called 
the Kentijja-Kjtockj and then by holding oif and 
iToiding a clofc engagement. The number of 
aip» was near equal, being about fixty on 
each fide. In this fight which happened on 
the aSth of Stftmhr, 'tis agreed by the writ- 
era of both parties that tho' the Dutch came 
in fearch of the Eagl'Jh^ yet thefe were the ag- 
greffors, and the Dutch were worfted : But 
there is fome difference about the lofs fuftained 
«a this occafion. The EngUJh writers affirm, 
that 
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that a Dutch rear-admiral was boarded and 
taken, two fliips funk, and another blown up; 
and chat the reft were purfued within twelre 
leagues of the coaft of Zealand^ without the 
lofE of one fhip on the E^Ufii fide. Some of 
the Dtuch writers pretend the HoUandtrt loft 
no IhipGj but that one being taken was left 
again and brought fafe into harbour. Bue 
Mtzemuty an author more eftecmed for his fia- 
cerity, fays the EngUfii took two, but left them, 
for fear of fmking. Some Dutch hiftoriaiw 
complain, that, in the heat of this engagement, 
abo?c twenty of their beft Oiips quieted the 
line and made the beft of their way to the 
next harbours ,- and the EagWjfe defcribc the 
whole aftion rather as a flight than a batde ; 
Ycc it fecms De Wittt and Dt Snyter (who 
fought bravely) fuflfered very much. The lat- 
ter (who received four Jhots between wind 
and water, and loft a great part of his men) 
would upon this misfortune hare laid down his 
commiffion j but being made vice-admiral in 
the room of i>e mne^ (who fell fick of grief) 
he continued in the fervicc. 

The ftates, refolving to punifh fuch who had 
failed in their duty, caufed enquiry to be made 
into the behaviour of the officers: But nothing 
followed upon it ^ either (as the Dutch author of 
Tromfs life fays) becaufe their number was too 
great, or becaufe fuch who were moft guilty 
had p)od friends in the government. 

Upoa 



D,g,t,7P:hy Google 



io8 Columm Roftrata. 

upon nodce that the Dtiteh privateers had 
ob%ed about twenty iail of Engllfi merchanc- 
Ihips laden with naral ftores^ to feck proteSion 
at Copenhagen^ commadore Bale was difpatched 
away with a fquadron to convoy them home : 
But the king of Denmark^ at the dcfire of the 
HoBattJers and Royalifiij detaining and confifcat- 
ing the merchant-fliipsj Bale was forced to 
retiirn without them. By the way^ his fbip 
the^0;//0{>eof jfiftyguns ftranded in thedark on 
the coaft of JutUndf and was loft, but the mea 
were faved i By which misfortune the whole 
fquadron^ which foUowed the light of thecom- 
madore^ was brought into the utmoft danger. 
But getting clear, they afterwards obliged the 
enemy to make good both thofe lolTes, by ta- 
king above twenty of their merchant-fhips to- 
gether with the convoy : All which, as likewife 
a privateer of twenty guns, they brought fafe 
to England without any further rencounter. 

About the fame time, fix rich Qiips, return- 
ing from Cadiz.^ were taken by the Eftg^Jh, with 
a great quantity of filver. In fhort, fuch num- 
bers of prizes were taken almoft every day^ 
that the harbours of England were filled with 
the riches of Holland, 

Thefe loflcs and diigraces caufed the Itates 
again to call their eyes upon Tromp as the fit- 
ted man to reftore their a&irs. To this the 
interceffion of the king of Denmark and the 
known merits of Tromp may be conceired to 
bare 
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have equally contributed : For that king, dread- 
ing the fucccffcs and rcfentmcnts of the Englipj, 
whom he had fb lately affronted by feizing and 
confifcating their fliips and effefts, had en- 
gaged to reinforce the jleet of the fiates with 
twenty men of war, upon their paying a mil- 
lion of guilders, and reftoring Tromp to his 
command- 
In the beginning of Nevemhtr^ the feafon. 
for adion being paft. Blah had, for the moft 
part, feparated his fleet. Twenty of his fhips 
he had detached to convoy a fleet of colliers 
from Newcafik. Twelve others were failed to 
Tlymeutb; and fifteen were gone up the river 
to repair the damage lately fufiained by Itorm. 
In the mean time Tromp^ being again reftdred 
to the command, was fent with eighty-five 
men of war * to convoy a confiderablc fleet of 
merchant-fbips through the Chaami. But ha- 
ving intelligence of the weaknefs of Blaie^ who 
lay but with thirty-feven men of war belides 
tenders (the Dutch fay with fifty two fliips f 
great and fmall) in the Downs^ of which (as 
the Englt^ fay) net above twenty had their full 
complement on board j he took a refolution to 
attack him. Upon Tramp's approach a council 
of war being held on board Blake's fiiip, it was 
refolvedXnotwithftanding the great inequality) 
not to retire, but to exped the enemy. Ac- 
cordingly, November the aothj the two fleets 
came. 

!LcTeaid«Zeehelditw«([edee], p.ioct tU.p- ioi> 
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Catmc to ant eogagement^ which lafted witlr 
great fury from one in the afternoon (not from 
n*o in the morningj as fome Efrglipi writers 
affirm) tin dark night. Blake in the Triumyb^ 
*ith hi« feconds the rtSory and the V/inguardg 
waa (as he fiys in his letter) for a confidertHe 
ame engaged with near twenty of the en^iiAes^ 
and in great danger of being opprefled by x 
force fb much fuperior. But being feafonably 
relieved by Afcoegb and others, the fight conti- 
Aued as furiobs and doubtful, as if it had been 
fcctween eqaal parties. The Ewf/i/fc writers con- 
fefi that, during the combat, the frigates of the 
captains Akfo» and Battlrty called the Garland 
and Bonadvtntwre^ were loft with thice others, 
liifuch the fame account is likewife ^ren by th^ 
l>ateb hiftoriansj Who relate that Mfon and 
Bdttin, having engaged to board and take TTOt»ji, 
found him fo well fecondcd by Evtrtfm the 
tice-admiral ti Ztalaud and others, thn aftef 
fenring grappled him, Idlled his fecretafy and 
has parfcr next his fide, loft molt of their own 
iben, and made no fmall flaoghter among the 
Hdlandets^ they proved too weak to execute 
their brave defign; the former being taken by 
Trtmf, and the latter hy E-vertfon. The other 
three ftijps were funk. Slake forcing his way 
into a throng of enemies, to relieve the Gat' 
land and Sonadveature, Was attacked by divers 
6f their ftouteft fliips. Which likewife boarded 
fiimj but^ they being feveral times beaten off, 

he 
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• lie at laft found an opportunity to rejoin liis 
fleet. 

The Dutch confefs that one of their men of 
war was burnt towards the end of the flght^ 
and the captain^ and moft of his men drowned ; 
as alfo that the flups of Tromp and Evtrtfm were 
much diikblcd. 

At laftj night having parted the two fleets, 
Slakt, fuppofing he had fufiiciently fecured the 
nation's honour and hia own, by waiting the 
attack of an enemy fo much fuperior, and fee- 
ing no profped of advantage by renemng 
the fight, retired up the rirer. But Sir Gtor^ 
jlfeoMgb, who inclined to the bolder but Idk 
prudent counfcl, was fo di^fted at thii le^ 
treaCj that he laid down his commiffion. 

Thia fucceft (which vrat fcdlowed by the 
taking of two conlideraUe prizes on the coaft) 
afforded no little fubjed of trinotph to the 
HoUandtrs, The author of Tromfs life has ta- 
ken the liberty to accufe Blake of faint-hearted- 
nefs for flying, as he termed it, from a fleet fo 
much Inferior to hisj forgetting, it fecros, that 
Tromf, by his own confeflkm, had almoft two 
fbips to one of the t.ngUfa. And tho' but pare 
of the Dutch coald come to engage (as that 
writer would infinuate) yet certainly the pro- 
fpea of being expofcd to the attack of their 
whole fleet, the following day^ was alone faffi^ 
€icitc CO jofliiy the retreat. 

After 
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Afte'^ the ^hc^ the Dutch^ to make the EftgUjh 
jennble of their fuccejij landed a body of men 
in Kent r BUc chclc, being attacked by the coun- 
try people, were forced to leave behind them 
the greateft pare of the cattle they had taken^ 
:With above an hundred of their companions^ 
who were made prifoners. 

The Et^Hfii gorernment djfcorered their ap- 
probation of Blake's condud in the late rencooh- 
ter by honourably continuing him in the com- 
mand of the fleet. But having met with fome 
difficulty in manning their fhips^ they publifh- 
ed a proclamation with promifes of confidera- 
bie encouragement to fuch as Ihonld enter 
themfelves to fcrvc on board the fleet within 
the {pace of forty days, and of rewards to 
chofc who in future engagements fhould take 
or deAroy any of the enemies ihips; By thefe 
means fuch nOmbers of yolunteers were drawn 
to take fervice, that a powerful fleet was . 
i)rought to Sea in the beginning of the follow- 
ing year. 

. The EngUJh were no iboner at Sea than they 
bad an opportunity to try their valour in a 
inore: equal combat. .For a great fleet of Z>»ifcA 
merchant-fiiipslyingattheifleof Rbe, and not 
daring to pafs the Channtl without a fufficient 
convoy, the enemies whole fleet of men of war 
confifiing of eighty fail, (or at leaft of feventy 
8B the Dutch relate it) was fent to open them a 
pafiage in fpice of the E^Ufii To oppofe this 
deflgn 
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defigHj the Eaglifh fleet of fixty fix failj under 
command of Blaktj £)«»«> and Monk^ was fent 
to the weftward, and meeting the enemies fleet 
in their return (being divided into four fgua- 
drons under Trompj De Ruyter, John Evertfon, 
and the admiral of, the North quarter) they 
came to an engagement, on the i8th of Februa- 
ry ififjj at eight in the morning. The Dutch 
, following their courfe up the Channel with 
the advantage of the wind (as their hiltorians 
affirm) began the fight j the rather, becaufe 
only a part of the Engli^ were as yet come 
up. Agreeably to which, the Englifi) writers 
relate, that Blake and Dean in the Triumph^ be- 
ing advanced before the relt of the fleet, with 
no more than twelve Hiips, fuftained a fharp 
fight, near fix hours, againft above thirty of 
the enemies j till at lalFthey were bravely re- 
lieved by Lawfin. On this occafion, Blake him- 
felf was wounded in the thigh, his fiiip was fo 
fiiattered, and his men were murdered to fuch 
a degree, that the Triumph could have no fhare 
in the viftories of the following days. But when 
the reft of the Englijh-dcct came up, there hap- 
pened the moft furious and bloody engagement 
that had been feen, during the courfe of the 
■war. In ftiort, the "Dutch were preffed fo vi- 
goroufly, that their own authors confefs, that 
twenty-fix of their beft fliips turned tail, 
about four o'clock, and left the refl to the 
fury of the EngUJh ; Who thei^rupon, (as the 
H bcft 
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bcft EngUp writers refetc) took or funk fix or 
ieren men of war^ one of which was a flag- 
fliip. The Dutch hiftorics fpeak likewifc of one 
eontmanded by Captain Wff Abmw, which blew 
up, and another that was burnt. Moft of 
tromft officers (as the writer of his life cotf 
feffes) were kiHcd in this %ht, and his ftip 
much difablcd, having, at the beginning, been a 
confiderable time dofely engaged with Blah, tin 
fcafonably rcHcred by a ftip that intcrpofed 
between the two admirals. De Ruyter^ baring 
loft his main-maft and forctop-maft, was in 
great danger of being taken^ but was braTcly 
relieved by Evertfm. 

The EngUfhj on the contrary (according to 
Blake's letter) loit but one fhip (the Sampfon) 
which, being quite difabled, they funk thcm- 
fclves. The fiiip Frofperom had been taken by 
P^ Rujter^ after a hard fight ; but, while DeRjtjr- 
itr was himfelf in danger of the fame fate^ fte 
was retaken. 

The following night was fpent in repairing 
the damage, and making the neceffary dif- 
pofitions for a fecond engagement j which^ 
tho' many of the E»gli(h could not come up, 
was begun the next day about three leagues 
to the North-Wefi of the ille of Wight, Tromg 
had rallied his fleet, and ranged it in the form 
of an half-moon, inclofing the mcrchant- 
fliips within a femi-circle, and in that pofture 
he maintained a retreating fight. The Er^HJh 
niade 
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iftade fcTcral defperate attacks, ftrmng. to 
break through to the merchant-Ihips ; On, 
which occaiion, De Rioter's ftiip was again fu; 
roughly treated, that fiie was tow'd out of 
the fleet. Atlaft, the merchant-men, finding 
they could be no longer proteded, began to 
fliift fof themfelves, throwing part of theit 
goods over-board, for the greater expedition* 
According to Blakt's own letter, eight men 
df war, and fourteen or fixteen merchant- 
Ihips were taken ,• and the fight continued^ 
till night fee bounds to the ridory of the 
EngUjh. 

On the third day, the Dutch cofttinuing 
their coarfc towards their own coaft, and the 
E^glijh purfuing, the fight was renew'd with 
great bravery on both fides. Three Dutch men 
of war were taken by Lawfon^ Marttn and Gro* 
-ftr, and many merchant-men by iRm and o^ 
thers. But ammunition failing, and the D&t<^ 
being almoft got within protedion of thcrf 
fandl, the Englijh gare over the chafe. 

The author of Tr»mf slifc pretends, that the 
lofi of the HolUnderi^ in thefe three engage- 
ments, amounted to no more than eight men o^ 
war, and twenty-four mcrchant-fiiips. But the 
rtoft moderate computation of the EngUp wri» 
ten makes it amount to no lefs than elerett 
men of war, and thirty merchant-ftips, Nds 
are thofe without good authority, who fup* 
jftrfe it to have been greater^ as may appear 
H- 2 frdm 
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from what has been obferved. On the other 
fidcj the EnglJ^ lolt but one (hip, which was 
funk by themfelves, as we related above. 

This triple viflcry mightily daunted the 
enemy. Therefore, to fupport the finking fpi- 
rits of the peopICj the ftates ordered fome of 
their commanders to be rewarded for their 
bravery in the late engagements. Reports 
were likewife permitted tobefpreadj tending 
to extenuate the loiTes of ihQ Hollander Sy.?in^ 
to exafperatc the people againft the Englijh; yet 
policy was obliged fo far to yield to jultice, at 
to order the punifhing of many of the inferior 
officers for ill behaviour *. 

The royal exile Charlif being in France^ and. 
hearing of thefe fucccifes of the Englijh, fent a 
very kind letter to the ftates, wherein he faid, 
" That tho' he hoped the event of the late 
*' engagements was not fo bad, as had bcea 
" rcprefented to him, yet he feared their enc- 
" mies had gained fome confiderable advan- 
" tagc : " Concluding with an offer to fervc 
in perfon on board their fleet,*agaiaft his re- 
bellious fubjeds. 

But the ftates, refle<ajng on the ill condi- 
tion of their affairs, began now to turn their 
thoughts towards peace. Thofe of Holland^ 
which found themfelves moft prelfed, made 
the firft overture, by their agent Dolman ; 
offering to pay a confiderable fum^ and to ac- 
know- 

• HoUwidfe Mcrcurius van het ja«r, itf J3, p, 44. 
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knowledge the EngU^ dominion at Sea. Biit 
the Engli^ refufing to treat any othcr- 
Mrife than by writing, a letter was fent by 
Herbert van Beaumont, fecretary of the faid 
ftates, teftifying their ardent defire of peace 
and a good underltanding between the two 
rcpublicks. Hereupon, the E»f///)j government 
returned an anfwer, attended with a letter to 
the ftates-general. In their anfwer to the Itatea 
of Holland, after having upbraided them with 
being the authors of a rupture, in the midft 
of a treaty for a ilrid union, they proceeded 
to declare. That they had done their utmoit 
to obviate the ill effect of that rupture ^ tho' 
their endeavours had been ill feconded by the 
ftates. They concluded with faying. That 
the overture* chey had made might be the 
cfFeftual means of compofing the dJiFerences 
between the nations, if approved by the ftates- 
general. In the letter to the ftates-general 
(without giving them the title of High and 
Mighty, which was acquired by the late treaty 
With Spain at Munfier) they told them in fhort. 
That as they had not been wanting at the 
beginning, in endeavours to prevent the en- 
fuing calamities, ib they were not altered by 
fucceJTes from their former good intentions. 

The ftates-general, finding the neceffity 
they were in of a peace, made no fcruplc of 
anfwering this difrefpeaful letter, but readi- 
ly gave their confent to the treaty, defiring 
H 3 that 
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diat fome neutral fJace and plenipotentiaries 
might be appointed with 3II fpced. fiut^heforc 
a reply could be made, a new fcenc had open- 
ed in England. 

In the midft of tbefe tranfat^ons, the flates, 
it foems, ceafed not to carry on their intrigues, 
the iStdts of which foon b^an to appear. 
Knowing the ambition of the general Cremwel 
and his great intercft in the army, 'tis faid, they 
encoui»[ged him underhand in his defigned in- 
novations, promising greater fums than had 
been offered to the rump, if he could bring 
about a change in the government by their 
diflblution. 

Thcfc intrigues had the defircd fuccefs. For, 
pn the 20th of April^ Cromwel with a party of 
foldiers entering the houfe of commons drew 
the fpeaker by force out of the chair, and dif- 
miffed the affembly. Being thus dextroufiy 
got rid of the rump, whofe conduft and fuc- 
ceffes they fo much dreaded, the ftates began 
fo take new courage, and to proceed more 
llowly ill their advances towards a peace. They 
confidered the late violent proceedings of Crom- 
wel as likely to unite xha RefublUfin Party with 
the Royalifii j it being reafonabic to believe 
that the former would rather admit the poftc- 
rity of the late king than tamely fubmit to an 
upltart tyrant, who, without the conJient of the 
people, had aflumed a more than kingly paw- 
cr. At leaft, they flattered thcmfekea that 



D,g,t,7P:hy Google 



Columm Rqftrgta. up 

ppflwiye/j the better to cttablifh himfclf in hi» 
newly-acquired authority, might be obliged to 
court their friendlhip^ and grant a peace on 
eafier terms. Either of thefc was fufficient to 
reftore their affairs. But Cromwet^ whofe po- 
liticks were no Hs refined, being fenfible of 
the advantages he had above the ftates, and de- 
pending on his intereft in the army, took vi- 
gorous refolutions to continue the war. 

During thcfc tranfaiftions in this part of E«- 
Toptj an exploit was performed by the Englljb 
in the Streigbts ^ which afterwards occafioncd 
a confiderable lofs. 

The Engli^ commadore Jppleton lay (toge- 
ther with a Dutch fquadron) in the road of 
Legbornj being a neutral port, with ^\x fliips* 
mounted and manned as follows \ viz.. * The 
Leofard^ commadore Jfflttenj fifty two guns, 
a hundred and eighty men. The Benadi/enture^ 
forty four guns, a hundred and fifty men. 
The Sampfoftj thirty fix guns, ninety men. 
The Levant Merchant, twenty eight guns, fixty 
men. The Ttlgrim, thirty guns, feventy men j 
and the Atarj, thirty guns, and about feventy 
men. Jfpletm took this opportunity, with three 
boats manned with refotute feamen, and com- 
manded by one captain Cox, to execute a de- 
fign upon the Ihip Kienix, which had been ta- 
ken from the Englijh in the rencounter near 
$lka, and which made a part of the enemies 
H 4 fquadron' 

' l.ev«u in ZeeheUen, tweedc deel p. 103. 
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fquadron. This dcfign was undertaken on the 
26th of November i6j:z, and ic fuccceded fo 
well, that the fliip being boarded by the Englijh^ 
the Dutch were fo furprized that they made but 
little refiftance ; and the young Tromp, who 
coramanded her^was forced to leap into the wa- 
ter, to avoid being taken. The adion was per- 
formed with fuch expedition, that, before the 
Dutch who lay next her were well apprized of 
what had happened, ftie was carried off. But 
the great duke of Tufiany, being informed of 
this ataion, and judging it to be a violation of 
the neutrality of that port, he ordered the 
Englijh either to reftore the PhxniXf or to depart 
from thence. 

To depart was not without danger: For 
r<!» Galen with the whole ftrength of the ene- 
my in thofe Seas, confifting of Hxteen men of 
war, a fire-fliip, and feveral ftout merchant-fliips 
(which were offered a fharc of the booty if 
they would engage) lay ready before the har- 
bour to intercept them. Yet they rather chofe 
to run alt hazards than to deliver up the Ihip. 
With this refolution they difpatched away ad- 
vice to commadore Bedlejj who lay at the ifland 
Ei^a with two men of war, a fire-fliip, and 
the four merchant-fliips which were prefcnt 
at the former engagement with r-aa Galen j and 
it was agreed between the two commadores, 
that Bodley with his fmall fquadron (tho' unfic 
to engage^ partly on account of the lols of 
men 
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men in the late fight, and partly on account of 
the merchant-fhips under their convoy, which 
were laden with fifteen hundred bales of filk 
and other valuable goods) fliould appear, about 
the time fixed, within fight of Leghomj to make 
a bravado in order to amufe the Duich^ and 
thereby, if poffibic, to draw them off from 
before the harbour, and fo to open apaflage 
for JfpUtm to efcapc. 

According to agreement, Bodky^ on the 
2d of March i6f}, came within fight of the 
place. On the jd, he caufed three or four of 
his beft failors to approach the enemy, who 
were ftationcd before the port: Whereupon 
their whole fquadron, as was expefted, itood 
out to Sea and gave them chafe : Which AffUton 
perceiving, he took the opportunity to come 
out; but too foon. For the Dutch, being aware 
■ of their defign, immediately gave over the 
chafe, and, tacking about, fell upon Appleteri's 
fquadron with nine of their men of war, while 
the reft obfcrved BodUy. 

At the firft encounter, an unfortunate (hot 
from VanGalin's Olip fet fire to the Bonad-venture, 
which blew up, tho' not unrevenged : For at 
the fame time, a (hot from that ftiip broke Fan 
Galen's leg, of which hurt he foon after died. 
In the mean while, JppUtoa was attack'd by 
two of the Hollanders at once j againft whom he 
maintained a clofe fight of four or five hours, 
with fuch refolution, that both the Dutch fhip« 

; were 
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were fo difabled that they fcarce iired a Ibot *. 
VmGaltn feeing the. refolution of the EngU^ 
commadorCj and going (tho' defperately 
wounded) to the aJEftance of his friends^ was 
jn great danger by a fire-fliip fent off from 
Bodltf^ fquadron. Bat^ another fhlp coming to 
the affiflance of the Hollanders who were engag- 
ed with jiffltun, they renewed the attack with 
greater vigour. Some Dutch writers report, 
that AfflttM finding bimfelf oppreiTed by fuch 
uaequaJ numbers, after having made all pof- 
fihlc refinance, ran down and would have 
Wowa up his Ihip j but that, being hindered by 
his feamen, he was obliged to yield. The 
young Trompj attacking the Santpfint was beaten 
oif after a defperate fight : But the Samffon 
was foon after burnt by a firc-fhip. The Le- 
vant Merchant f being encountered by one of the 
enemy's fliips, beat her off and ftranded her. 
But being at laft taken, together with the Bl- 
p-im (which had loft her main and mizzen 
mafts in the fight) the Mary, thus left alone, 
made her efcape and joined the nearcft ftiips 
of Bodle/s fquadron ; Which put an end to 
the engagement. 

But to come nearer home. The flates, find- 
ing thcmfclves deceived in their expedation 
of great advantages from the late change of 
government in England^ omitted nothing to 
put *hemfelves into a condition to carry on 

the 

* Leveiis der Zectelden, tweededeel, p. loj. 
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the ««f . They firft made ^ £refl» enquiry iaio 
che merits of their officen in the former ac- 
tions,- foue of which were rewarded for ebcir 
good fervicesj but more were puni&ed foe ill 
behaTiour. 

In the mean time, the EMgUfi, being iirft 
ready^ a{>peared on the coaA of HiS^, cha- 
fing ^miral Evirtfim with the Ztaitmi (qua* 
dron into the Veerfe-gMt, and caking tbooc 
fifty bufTes belon^ng to ZMrliffut. MttTvnxiM 
faiUng with a S<mb-wtfi wind, tbcy alann*<i 
the wlwle eoaft,.and cook many othv^ be* 
longing to Ms^Jkvd-fiuys, Tir~it;Jt, iStitvtlim^ 
gttty Catvyi and other pUcea. 

Tromp, having lain fome tune before the 7mf 
with the greateft part of the Ztoci fleet, re- 
ceired orders to convoy a fleet of iserchant- 
fhipa round the Nmb of StetUud ; the ftatea 
being unwilling to venture another vojrag^ 
through the Ciauael. On this occafion^ he 
was very fortunate: For the evening after 
he failed, the E^lijh fleet came and vtchored 
where he had lain. But not finding htm, and 
underftanding that he was gone to the Nortiw 
vfordy they purfiied him as far as jAti-det» in Sett-r 
landi butj not coming up with him^ they re* 
turned to the coaft of HoiUmd. 

While they lay before the KW, a deiign 

was formed upon a confiderablc fleet of Dmek 

EBerchant-.fliips in the VIU j to execute which 

feveral light frigates were Cent in : But the 

enemy 
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enemy being ftronger and in better poflure 
than was fuppofed, they returned without, at- 
tempting any thing ; and the fleet failed again 
in queft of Tromp. 

Ac laft, Tromp having executed his commif- 
fiOD, and twice efcaped the purfuit of the Etg- 
li^i returned and joined the reft of the Dutch 
fleet. He thereupon failed, in a bravado, to 
the coaft of £x^/W, which he infulted in his 
turn. While the Engft^ were feeking him a- 
gain to the Northward^ he cannonaded the 
town of DovtTj and took two or three in- 
Gonfiderablc prizes in the Dowm. But it was 
not long e're the EngUp returned and attack'd 
him, firft on the coaft of England, and the fol- 
lowing day oif Ntwport in FUndtrs. 

On the ift of June^ while the EngUp> fleet 
was lying at anchor in Tarmomb-ro^, under 
compMnd of Monk and Dean, joined in com- 
miffion, advice was brought, that the Dutch, 
commanded by Tromp, De Ruyter, "De Witte and 
Kvertfon, were feen upon the coaft : Where- 
upon, the fleet weighed, and flood towards 
the enemy. On the jd, the light begun be- 
tween eleven and twelve at noon, oflF the 
Smitb point of the Gober, The EngUp, who 
were the a^^reflbrs, had ninety-five (ail of 
men of war '", and five fire-ftiips : And the 
Ihttcb had ninety-eight men of war, and fix 
fire-ihips. The Englifii blue fquadron charging 
through 

* Levens dcr Zeebclden, tweede deel. p. 111. 
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through the enemies^ Dt Rioter's divifion fuf- 
fered much, and himfelf was in great danger 
of being taken or funk by Lawfent till rplieved 
by Trtmf : But Lawfm (oon after funk a maa 

■ «f war of forty-two guns, commanded by cap* 
tain Bitlter. An unfortunate Ihot, in the be- 
ginning of the engagementj took oiF the Eng' 
lijh admiral Dean ; but Ment, who was in the 

' fame Ihip, covering his body with his cloakj 
and encouraging his men, the battle continued 
with great fury till three o'clock, when the ene- 
my began to hold offhand maintain a fort of run-* 
ning.hght, which lalted till nine in the even- 
ing ; about which time one of the Dntch men of 
waFj commanded by Cormlim van Felfenj blew 
up. Upon this occafion, the.Duiei hiftorians 
complain, that feveral of their captains were 
deficient in their duty. The enemy retreating 
towards the coafl of FlanJers, the fight was re- 
newed the next day about noon off Newport, 
with fuch fury, that, after a difpute of four 
hours, they were entirely defeated. Admiral 
Slake, who joined the fleet the night before 
with fome fhtps, had a ihare in the honour of 
this fecond vii^ory. During the engagement^ 
Tromp, having boarded the vice-admiral Pen, 
was beaten off ^ and, being boarded in his turn, 
was forced to blow up his deck, of which tb^ 
Englifij had made themfelves maflers. But, be- 
ing again entered by Rn and another at once, 
he would hare been in extreme danger of be- 
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kg token or nrined, if net feafc^abty relMveil 
by Dt ftnm and ft» ^ter f. The en^miej 
vrare at Isft fo Tigoroufly prtft'd^ that «hey 
fen into great dMbrdciTj and, afecr the! \oV% m 
mmay finpt, were forced to Brte themfidves 
ky flighc among die flats on the (ide of i4«j»M 
ftrt j from whence they afccrwards elcapeil 
to Zmdmak 

. Tbc Ungl^ wrkQr» affirnt^ fhaf ^ in this latcef 
figfac, the Dtittb had ax of tb«ir befl Ihips funk^ 
two blown upj and deren tal»iT, vt^ich hftttea 
hnndred and fifty prifoners, whdrtfdf ftx were 
eapmn»ofnoce j add that of the fliips which 
were caken or defiroyA}^ one wa» a vice-ad- 
Kkfldj and two were r«at^-admifail». Etii; the 
Dmth hifttmes confeb the Ith of bat ferea 
or eight men of war. 

Oh the (Ide of the &»//'>, the only confF- 
derahk lofa was that of the admirai Deani 
not one fliip being miffing, and but tery feW 
men killedj. among which was one captain 
TKa appcan not only from the cottcarrent 
teftimonies of the Rngll^ writers, but froiii 
the exprefs -nrords of tfie proclamation for a 
thankfgivingj which was publifhed on this 
occalion. 

Whatever induftry was ufed to conceal dt 

extenuate thcfe or the forioer loifes of thic 

HolUndtrs^ ycc they appeared but too plainly 

by the complaints and remoftftfances of their 

owa 

t Vid. Leven Yui Tromp. 
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t>wn admirals. Tremf declared to the coi»< 
miffioners of thc^axetu Ftwjhii^, Thatf-miOi- 
out a confiderable reiaforccment of lai^ 
men of war^ they could do no farther fenrica 
Aod the rice-admiral De fyJttt is reported C4 
hare faid in prefencc of the ftatea *, ifip 
JhtulJ J h fitnt t I MjfTj Md mufi fay it ^ The 
Englifll are mafitrs ef m, ami by ttmft^menee ef 
the Sea. 

Nor were their complaints for want of 
good fiupi witboBC fafficient caufe. For noc- 
withftanding that many ftout flitps had becti 
lately built, yet fo many bad either been loft 
or dilablcd, that tho* the Dutch fleet cunkl 
ftill equal the £>^/!Jb in number, it feffl £ac 
ihoR in bigneffl and goodneft of fli^ 

\J<pon the news of tbefe defeati, Holland wa« 
in an uproar. The city of Emthiiyfiri dpecialty^ 
whoTe herring-fifftery had been rained^ w« 
all tumult and confofion. In the mean tjmc^ 
the EngUfi, haring lent away their prizes and 
inilboerBj rid in triumph before the Dmch har- 
bours ,> taking no lefs than twenty rich flupt 
at the mouth of the Ttxel : Xolbrauch that tha 
fleets deligned for the Bdtick and the Eafi-bt~ 
diet were detained in port, to the great damage 
and difiatisfa^ion of the mercbanti. 

The Hates hereupon renewed their endea- 
vours for ft peace j fending with aH fpeed a 
reflel with a white 0ag and a mefieogcr^ to 
prepare 
' * leTU) von Tronip. 
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prepare the way for four embafladorsj viz. the 

Heirtn van Bevermt^y Ntemfpoort, Van der Perrtf 
snd Jenfial. But the oyertures of chofe' cm- 
bafladors were fcornfully rejeded^ and twenty 
feren articles infifted on as conditions of peace, 
ibme of which we fball mention anon* 

Being therefore unable to find the period of 
their misfortunes by treaty^ the ftates were a- 
gaitt obliged to feek it by arms. For which 
purpofej aU engines were fet at work. Fear was 
moved by .puniOimentSj and hope was excited 
by promifei of rewards. Religion was called 
in to the affiflance of thepaffions; and the 
famous preacher Juium was fent on board the 
fleet to exhort the feamen^ from fhip to fiiip^ to 
do their utmoft in this imminent danger of their 
country. But the difcontents and dillurbances . 
among the people, who began to be weary of 
the government, and to cry out for the prince 
of Orangey brought the ftates into no fpiali 
perplexities. ; Above all others, thofe of the 
Hagite were zealous for declaring that young 
prince fladt-holder : On which occafion thefe 
Terfes were handed about. 

CsUU ptrpe£a tfi ^londam mala plurima ab Anglit i 
flurima ab bit Betavt nunc quoque darnna ftrunt. . 

'Jiureliam GalU fofi oppofutre Bellamy 
Auriacum Batmii opponite none Fuerum. 

^a quondam expnlji pugnante fuert Fitella, 
Ebt B$ero duct non pelltre nmc pudtgt. 

Which 
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Which may be thus rendered in EngU^, 

bow; 
France fufFer'd much by Englan^t conqu'ring 
Now EngU^ arms are Holland't overthrow. 
For France the maid of Orleans arofe. 
For Ua the Orange youth Diall face the foes. 
Foes who were foil'd by a weak Female hand. 
Led by a Toutb^ we'll force to leare our ftrand. 

The ftates, to prevent the moft fatal confe- 
quences, took all poffible care to refit theic 
fliattered fquadrons, and reinforce them with 

' a new fquadron ,- but they found fome difficul- 
ty to join them. At lalt Trom^ who with the 
remains of the fleet (confilting of eighty odd 
men of war and firc-fhips) had fared himfelf 
in Zealand J ventured to fail with defign to join 
De fPttte^ who lay in the Texel with that new 
fquadron confifting of twenty-iire men of war, 
fitted out to repair the lols fuflained in the 
late engagements. The Englijh fleet, which lay 
ready to oppofe their conjundion, conflfted o£ 
anJiundred and (ix fail, great and fmall, and 
was commanded by Monk, JV», aiid Lawfm. 

Tremf, whofe intention it was to draw off 
the E»£/(/6 from before the Tex*/, and thereby 
to give opportunity to Dt ffttte to come out 
^d join him, did his utmoft, when difcovered, 

^^ decUne an engagement. But fome nimble 

frigates of the EagUfi, by attacking his rear> 

I ea 
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on the rjthoijuly^ obliged him, -about fix in 
the evening, to hazard a fort of running fight. 
The nest day, the hard wind prevented the 
renewal of the fight j which was no fmall ad- 
vantage to the Hoilandtrs : For the EngU^i pur- 
fuing without being able to engage them, J>i 
ff^tte found an opportunity to put to Sea from 
the Texelj and to join the reft of the fleet. The 
fight was renewed by the EngUJh on the 29th 
with extraordinary fury. For Monk being Mril- 
Hng to put an end to the war, and loath to 
-weaken his fleet by manning the prizes and 
fending off other fliips with them to the next 
harbours (as ufual,) gave orders that no ftiips 
'Should be taken, and that no quarter fhoutd 
te either taken or given, except to the chief 
officers : So that, in a Ihort time, the Sea was 
covered with the blood of the flain. Here one 
might have feen a lively repreientation of the 
laft day. The mixture of fiire and water and 
fmoak refcmbled the confufion or blending 
together of the elements; while the noife of 
the cannon and fmall arms, with the flafliefl 
of powder and the blaze of burning (hips imi- 
tated thunder , lightning , and a general 
conflagration. Ixwfm^ who had again a clofe 
ci^gemcnt with De Ruyter, killed and wound- 
ed above half his men, * and ftiot down his 
forc-maft and main-top-maft ; fo that, had he 
not been relieved, he would probably have 
been 

• Leven v^nTtomp. p. ill* 
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been dtftroyed. Dt Ruyter's fiiip was fo dif- 
abled that flie was tow'd into the Maafe j but 
he himrelf came again with a galliot into the 
fleet. The Dutch rear-admiral Ftorus (hip, be- 
ing quite difabtedj was taken, and afterwards 
funk. The vice-admiral De Witte^ and captain 
ComeltHs Evertfin (brother of the vice-admiral 
of that name) behaved themfelves bravely j 
endeavouring feveral times to board the ad- 
miral Monk : But Evertfen's fhip was Itink^ an4 
himfelf taken. The fliip of the vice-admiral, 
his brother, being horribly ftiatter'dj was tow- 
ed out of the hght. But the lofs, which by 
its importance made all others feem inconfide- 
rable, was that of the admiral Tromp : Who ill 
the heat of the fight received a wound, by a 
musket-(hot, from an Evglt[h frigate, near the 
left pap J of which he immediately died. He 
was a perfon of tried courage, and great expe- 
rience in Sea-aifairs. From being cabbin-boy 
to an Englijh pirate (who had killed his father, 
and taken a Dutd man of war of which he 
was captain) his extraordinary merit had raid- 
ed him to the higheft command in the fleet. 
He died efteemed by his enemies, and infinite- 
ly beloved and lamented by his country, to 
which his lofs, at this conjum^ure, might have 
proved fatal 

By the death of Trew/i, the Diad fleet be- 
•came as a body without a foul. Some, as de- 
prived of all skill or power. to defend them- 
I a fclves. 
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■felvMj fought their fafety in their fails. O- 
thers, who ftill faced the EfigUJh, made fuch 
faint refiftancCj as ferved only to render the 
■vidory the more complete. Their own hi- 
ftorians complain, that about thirty of their 
beft fcips went off at once, and deferted their 
companions; which were foon obliged to 
follow. 

In this cruel fight the EKgUJh agree^ that 
the Hollanders loft between twenty and thirty 
men of war, funk or burnt, and five or fix 
thoufand men. The Dutch author of Tramp's 
life, on the contrary, gives a lift but of nine 
ihips, which he owns were loft. But the 
vice-admiral De Witte (who took upon him 
the command, after the death of Tromp) fays, 
in his letter to the ftates, that twelve or four- 
teen ftiips were miffing, and among them two 
vice-admirals, without mentioning any lofs 
on the fide of the Englf{h.\ Yet the Effglljh 
confcfs the lofe of two fhips, the IVorcefier 
and the Oak. The IVorcefier^ they fay, having 
boarded thfe RooX.ekrans or Garland frigate 
^formerly taken by the Dutch) was burnt, to- 
gether with her enemy. The Oak was like- 
wife burnt, but the men were faved. The 
Triumph and the Andrew, being grappled and 
fired, they confefs, fuffcred great damage in 
feils and rigging ; but, by the induftry 
of the feamen, they were prefervcd. Their 
loft in men, is faid co hare amounted to 
abou 
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at)Out four hundred killed and drowned^ and 
fevcn hundred wounded ^ eight captains be- 
ing among the former, and fire among the 
latter. 

The" the Englip> carried off no ihips, yet 
it fcema they fo generoufly ^iEfted their 
enemies in diftrefs, that they fared about 
twelve hundred men of the ihips that were- 
funk, notwithftanding the forbidding of quar- 
ter. But prejudice cails a wrong colour on 
the beft adions. The Dutch Mercarj^ for the 
year iiSf 3, informs us, that the ZngU^ were 
indeed rery careful to fare the HeSanderf^ 
whofe fliips were loftj but that it was for 
no other reafon, than that they might ferre 
as fo many tokens of their rii^ory. And> 
as if to overlook a virtue was not fufficient, 
without finding a vice, that author adds, that 
they^ at the fame time, inhumanly fufiered 
their own people to perifh, lelt by faving 
them they ffaould have made known their lofs 
of fhips. 

The enemies fled in all hafte within their 
fandsj where they could not be followed : In 
which fituation having ftaid fome while to 
make a fhcw of expcding the Englijh, they 
afterwards retired into the Texel. De Witte fent 
from thence the aforementioned letter to the 
flates, wherein having given fome account of 
their lofs, he informed them, that the reafon, 
why he retired with fo much faafte, was be- 
I ; caufc 
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caufc £o many of the fbips that r«naiiied had 
fuffered great damage^ and becaufe there 
were many Rltroat (as he expreffed it) in 
the fleeCj who left others in diftrels. From 
this letter it appears, beyond contradii^ion, 
with how little reafon fome Dutch writers 
hare boafted, that their 6eet had driven the 
EngUfit from their coaft. 

Upon the news of this fignal Tidory, a day 
of general thankfgiving was appointed in Eng- 
h«J, and a narrative of the hght ordained to 
be read in the churches. Several chains and me- 
dals of gold were given to Monk^ ?eny Z«w/ot, 
and others for their great fervices on this 
and other occafions. Silver medals were like- 
wife dillributed among the inferior officer^ 
and money among the feamen. Cromwel him- 
fclf put the chain about Monk's neck, and, in- 
viting him to a magnificent dinner, made him 
wear it while he fate at table. 

Such unufual favours argue the merit of that 
admiral, upon this occafion, to have been more 
than common. And indeed, that Monk had 
not been an idle fpei^ator of the combat, 
may appear from the letter he writ to the 
council of ftate ; wherein he informed them, 
that of five Dutch admirals he had himftlf the 
fortune to Ihoot down the flags of three, "viz. 
(as the Dutch Mercury for that year confeffes) 
thofe of Trompi E-uertfon, and De Ruyter ; with 

whom and others he had been fo long and 

{9 
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fi> deeply engaged, that cowards the cud of 
the light: he was towed out of the fleet. 
\ This was the laft confiderable a^ion of the 
year i^y? j a year which three general en- 
gugements (in which the EKgliffi gained no 
Icfs than fix vidories) have rendered as rc- 
- inarkableas any m tht EngUfit ^nnah. 

Such a load of misfortunes had fb brokea 
the force, and funk the fpirits of the Ditth 
nation, that, if the war had continued, 'twas 
believed, there would fcarcely have been ei- 
ther fliipj to man, or men to fight. The 
Sea was poffeffed by the Englijh fleets, and 
nothing but their fands protC(3ed their har- 
bours. The populace were tumultuous, the 
publick placards difregarded, and the Itate* 
thcmfelvei, of whole wifdom or int^rity 
their ill fuccefs had produced a very mean 
opinion, were threatened with plunderit^. 
In fiiort, every thing feeracd to tend to a re- 
volution. 

Yet, partly to latisfy the repeated complaints 
of the merchants, partly to let the world fee 
they had fliU fomcthing like a fleet, the ftatw 
(taking their opportunity, while the Engli^ 
were gone to land the prifoners and wound- 
ed) fent order* to De Witti to convoy a con- 
fiderable fleet of merchant-ihips, with abouc 
fifty men of war, and ftre-fhips, to the Siiwtd, > 
De ffitte had the good fortune to pais by the 
%% who, tmknown to the Duteb, tetijrmng 
^4 a day 



D,g,t,7P:hy Google 



13^ Columna Roftratd. 

a day or two before, had pofted ehemfelveB 
near the Dogger-fdnJ. But the Englijh foon af- 
ter, coining before the Vlie, fell in with ano- 
ther fleet of merchanC'ineo, of which they 
took about thirty. In the mean time, Lawfon» 
being fent with a fquadron to the Nortiem- 
coaft of Scotland J took a confidcrable number of 
herring-buifesj together with four frigates 
which guarded them, and difpers'd the reft. 

This proved the lalt adion of the war ; but 
not thelaft misfortune of the Dutch. For the 
admiral De Wltte, returning from convoying 
the merchant-fleet, fuffered very much before 
the Textl by a violent tempeft, wherein twelve 
or thirteen of his men of war periflied. But 
the Efiglijh^ having received fome damage by 
a leiTer ftorm, were very feafonably returned, 
a tittle before, to their own coafl. 

In this deplorable ftate, it was, however, 
the good fortune of the Dutch^ as it has fome- . 
times been of their country, to be faved by their 
molt dangerous enemy. For as the Sea, which 
fo frequently threatens HoSand with deftruc- 
tion, has fometimes been made its belt defence, 
fo Cremwel^ who had fo terribly endangered 
the i^Kfc^republick, was at lall, to the furprize 
of all the world, induced to be its deliverer. 
For cho' his council of ftate had impofed fe- 
vere conditions of peace (befides the demand 
of ^tisfa^on for wrongs in Eaft-bidiat and 
eUewhere) yet the ambition and felf-intcreft 

of 
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of Cnmwtl, who fought to enrich Wmlfelf at 
the expence of the natiorij and to eftablifli 
his ncwly-acquircd authority by a defenfive 
league with the Loe-vefitln-fxilion (who at this 
time governed Holland^ and who being ene- 
mies to the houfe of Orange, and confequent- 
ly to the royal family of EnglanJ^ were engaged 
in the lame intereft with himfelf) difpofed- 
him to grant them a peace upon eafier terms. 
With this view, he firft difmife'd his fliam-par- 
liament, and then, having affumedthe title of 
Vreteiior^ he began to treat with the Dutch com- 
miffionersin his own name. In Ihort^ the bar- 
gain was foon made, and the treaty of peace 
figned, April f, i6j4* 

In this treaty, fome of the chief demands of 
the council of Itate (which were part of the 
twenty-feven articles formerly infifted on) 
were omitted : Such were, the coalition with 
England; the annual rent of the ftOieryonthe 
BrU'ijh-coz^ ; the right of fcarching the DutcB 
Ihips; the right of limiting the number of 
their men of war, and a free trade upon the 
ScbeU. 

The moft material of the conditions agreed 
upon were, the delivering up of fuch as could 
be found of the murtherers at jimhoina to ju« 
ftice ; their acknowledging of the Englifh do- 
minion at Sea, by ftriking to the flag ,- their . 
fubmitting to the AS of Navigation, notwitfa- 
flanding that their refufal to fubmit to it was 
one 
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one principal caufc of their eng^ing in the 
Wj as alib the excluding of the houfe of 
Ortaigt for ever from the offices (^ ftadt-hol- 
der end admiral of IiolU»d, To thefe Mmfieitr 
Je NeufijilUj in hit Hi/orj of Ualiand^ adds the- 
paymeuc of great fums for reparation of da- 
mages, and a promife of procuring the refti- 
tatioQ of the &iglip fiups and effe^s feized 
by the king of Denmark^ or at leaft of giv- 
ing an equivalent, on condition that that 
king Ihould be included in the treaty. But 
in the affair of ^imboata nothing was ever ' 
done. 

Thus 'ended the mod vigorous war that 
ever was maintained at Sea. *Twas begun 
and finilhed in the fhort fpace of one year 
and eleven months : Yet in that time the 
Englip took no le& than feventeen hundred 
prizes, valued by the Dutch themfelves at Hx- 
ty two millions of guilders, or near ftx mil- 
lions of pounds ftcrling. On the contrary, 
tbofe taken by the Dutd could not amount to 
the fourth part, either in number or value. 
Within that time the Englifi were vidorious 
in no lefs than five general hghts, fome of 
which were of feveral days ; Whereas the 
Hollanders cannot juftly boatt of having gain- 
ed one. For the a<^ion between De Raper and 
Jfioagh, in which they pretended to fome ad- 
vantage, was no general fight : And the ad- 
vantage gained by Trnuf in che Dvwm is own- 
ed 
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ed to hare been gained but over a parcof the 
£«^/t/%-iIeet. 'Twas this ffaort quarrel which 
(by the confcffion of * VsUunitr) reduced the 
Dutch CO greater extremities than the long war 
of cighcy years had done againft the crown o£ 
SpMn. And the author of the f Inttrtfi af 
Holland computes that in this fliort war^ and in 
the time oi%\ycNorthern troubles whichfoIIowe4 
between the crowns of Swedtn and jOwwa-jI^ 
his country-men loft more than they had gain- 
ed in twenty years before. 

Tho' the Hdlandert procured a peaoe for 
;their ally the king of Dtpmark^ on condition 
of making the fatisfac9:ion mentioned above^ 
yet the Fnncb (notwithftanding that they had 
been rery farourable to the incerelt of HgU 
/nv^j .during the war) were not included vx 
phis treaty, any more than in tho former 
treaty at Mmfitr. 

How inconhdcrable the Frncb were in thofe 
times for naval skill, may appear from aa 
encounter which is faid to hare ' haf^ned 
OHober i6. i^j;, between captain Hajtom of the 
Sapbire and eight Freneb men of war. Cap- 
tain Haytm^ coming up with their admiral, 
Jhot twice ac his flag, who thereupon re- 
turned him a broad-fide ; but, perceiving the 
Eng^ were ready to board him, he got a- 
way> The captain with his fiqgle il:^ en- 
saged 

* Verwerd Europa, p. i»i. 

\ lateieft ran HolUnd, p. J4. 
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gaged the rcfi^ of which he took three^ with 
the loft of only four men killed and a few 
more wounded. I fh<HiId not have mention- 
ed this deed of chivalry, had it not been fup- 
ported by fb good audwricy as that of Mr. 
mitloek. * 

The peace with Frmce. followed in the year 
ifiyy; To obtain which, the Frtncb were ob- 
liged to grant the Englifi a very advantage- 
COS treaty of commerce, and to refuTe their 
protedion to the royal family of EngUmd. 

Having thus finiOied a war againll the three 
moft powerful ftates in the world at Sea, 
it was not long 'ere the EngUp command- 
ers had opportunity to fignaljze themfelves 
againll another enemy. For peace was no 
fooner reftored than Cromwel began a war 
with Sfain. The pretended reafons were part- 
ly feme late affronts and cruelties exercifed 
upon the BngUP in the Wtfi-bUm^ and partly 
the nnchriftiaa feverities of the In^uijitton, 
Sut the true motives are conceived to have 
been chiefly the ufurper*s defign to get rid 
of fome of the military men, whofe fwords 
finding no employment at home, he feared 
might turn againlt himfelf j and likewifc his 
deljre to furnifh his treafury with the riches 
of Sfain J that he might be the better able to 
pay fuch other troops as he was obliged to 
maintain. Be that as it will, 'tit certain that 
thu 

* Memoin Eol. 547. 
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this projea of Crotawel, how fucccfsfol focver, 
proved in fome rcfped a detriment to the 
Englifi nation. For, by engaging in the warj 
the Eng^Jh , who had enjoyed a very profiea- 
hle commerce with Spain about fifty years, part- 
ed with it for fome time,' and (as it were) 
bcAowed it on the HeSanJertf who, fiace the 
peace of Mmtfierj Anno 1648, were become 
their rivals in that trade. 

This war commenced Amo i6f J", with an 
expedition Co ISfpaniolaj a rich ifland in the 
Spt^ iVeft-ItiJhs. The fleet was commanded 
by rice-admiral iRr», and the troops, which 
confifled of fereral thoufand men, by colo- 
nel yenahlti. On the 28th of Jamaryy IVs ar- 
rived at Barhadeety where he feized dghteeo 
DMch merchant- fhips, which, in defiance of 
the late AS of Navigation^ had prefumed to 
trade in thofe parts. The army was there 
reinforced with feveral hundreds of men, 
who were raifed in tfiac and the neighbour- 
ing iflands. On the i;th of Marchj Rn iet 
fal for Hifpaniola, where being arrived, the 
troops (which were found to be but iU pro- 
vided with arms and ammunition) were land- 
ed at about ten EngU^ miles diftance from St- 
Domii^o, the place which they defigned firft 
to attack ;. So that, by marching in ttiat hot 
climate through the deep fands, fome of cbem 
were fo overcome with heat and thirft that 
{hey died outright, and the reft were fo 
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faint and fatigaed^ that they were not in a 
condition to refift, much lefi to attack fhe 
enemy. For^ being charged by a fmall body 
oi Spamifi horfe, feveral hundreds of their van 
.were flaughtcred^ almoft without fighting j but^ 
upon the coming up of their main body, the 
^fi^Mrdi retired. The delign of attacking 
&. Pmriwgo was hereupon laid afide, and^ the 
troops being re-imbarqued, the fleet failed for 
gficMMM, where they met with better fuccefs; 
!for, being landed, they foon made themfelvei 
matters of that noble iHand, with rery ^ttk 
.oppofttion. And tho' the Spantards made le- 
Tecal attempts to regain it, by landing with 
Tome choufands of men ; yet they could never 
get any firm footing there, but were always 
jrpol&d with confjderable lo6. 

The following year, admiral Meittegm (af- 
-terwards earl of Sandwich) cruifmg off Cadizi 
-with three men of war met and attack'd feven 
Sfom^ galleons J as they were returning front' 
jbritrica. Of thele one was funk, one. burnt, 
two ftranded, as many taken, and only one 
efcaped to Cadiz, together with a prize which 
they bad taken in their paiTage from the 
BtrtMgtttfe. The riches on board the fliips 
that were taken were laid to amount to two 
-or three millions, of pieces of eight. This ao-i 
tion is immortalized by the cdebraeed pen 
of Ut.iValkr, 
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In the mean time^ B/*6f, who had been fenc 
with a fguadron of men of war into the 
Strtights^ fpread the terror of the Engli^ Sea- 
forces over alt thofe parts. If we may credit 
Signlor Lttiy in his account of the life of 
Cromwel, the pope himfclfj upon the Eaglifi 
fquadron's approaching the coaft of Italjfy was 
feized with fuch a pannick fear^ that he did 
not think himfelf fafe, even at Rome. Bat 
Blaie't commiffion did not regard the pop^ 
but another enemy. For, failing to the coaft 
of Africa, he fent to the Dyi of Tumi to de- 
mand the releafe of all the Ef^lifh flaves, aa 
alfb fatisfadion for the ihips that had bees 
taken by the Corfairs of that place, during the 
time of our civil wars. But, receiving^ very 
infolent anfwcr from the De^^ a council o£ 
war was called, wherein it was refolved, to 
attempt the deftroying nine of the Memfii 
frigates, which lay in Fertt Fertno. This was 
a work of great difficulty. For batteries were 
raifed along the fboar, [Wanted with an huib- 
dred and twenty pieces of cannon, and the 
harbour was defended by a fort with twenty 
pieces, belides feveral other lefler forts well 
provided vrich cannon and final! arms. But 
the admiral, vice-admiral, and rear-admiral, 
calling anchor within muskec-fhot of the main 
fort, and firing whole broad-Odes on the ene- 
my's forts and batteries, while the other men 
«f war brought on fhe firc-fliips and (loops, 

the 
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.the delign was executed with fuch courage 
and fucce{«, that^ within the fpace of four 
hours, all the Moorip Ibips were burnt down 
to the water^ notwithflandlog the great tite 
of the enemy ; with the lofs of no more than 
twenty five men kiDed and forty eight wound- 
ed. Upon which the Dey was difpofed to fcek 
the friendfliip of England^ and to releafe not 
only the Englfjhj but kvcraX Dutcb flavcs, for 
very moderate ranfoms. 

Blaie, being returned from the Strttghf, was 
not fuffered to be long without employment. 
For, in the year i6^7j he was fent with a 
Iquadron to intercept the Spanip galleons. Be- 
ing arrived at the haven of Santa Cruz, in the 
ifland Teaenff he found Sixteen .large fliips at 
anchor under the protedion of feveral forts 
and batteries ; among which were five or fix 
great galleons, all richly laden. Thefe he at> 
taok'd with fuch refolution, that in lefs than 
four hours they were taken, and (becaufc they 
could not be carried off) burnt, to the un- 
fpeakable damage and terror of the Spamjh na- 
tion. For which fervice Cromv^el's parliament 
ordered Blake a letter of thanks and a dia- 
mond ring, valued at five hundred pounds. 
But, as he was returning in triumph from 
the deftruAion of the galleons, this, vidori- 
ous admiral died near the harbour of Tfy- 
moHtb. As he died oh the Sr«, which, dur- 
ing; his life-time, he had made the theatre of 

• fil! 
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fo many noble anions, fo being brooght to 
Grtenwicb^ he was carried with great pomp 
and folemniiy by Water to Wefim'mfier, where 
he had the higheft honour a fubjed is capa- 
ble of, by being interred among the kings ia 
the famous chapel of king Hmry VII. 

While the M.ngll^ fleets were evcry-where 
fuccefsful, the land-forces were no lefs viiSo- 
rious by the defeat of the Spanl^ army before 
Dtrnktrkj and by the taking of that city and 
Mirdykt. Bat the joy for thefe fuccelfeg was 
moderated by confiderable damages fuftained 
from the privateers of Ofiendy Bifeay^ and 
others : And while the EngUfij upon the bal- 
lance of accompts, won (for the prefent) lit- 
tle elfe but honour^ their neighbours the Dutch 
were driving a moll beneficial trade with the 
Spaniards i by which they had opportunity not 
Only to recruit their great loflcs in the late 
war, but to put themfelves into a conditioa 
more powerfully to difpute with England the 
fovereignty of the Seas, 

After the death of Blake, admiral Mmntague 
was fent with a fqoadron of twelve men of war 
to the &imdi to promote a peace between the 
kings of Sweden and Denmark, and to oblerve 
the Dutcbj who were gone to the afliltance of 
the latter. But hearing of the death of Crcw- 
welj and the general difpofition in England to 
reltore the royal family, he fuddenly return- 
ed, on pretence of want of provifiona, to 
K ' affift 
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affifl in the intended revolution. Upon his 
arrival, he was, by Monk's advice, fent to 
take charge of the fleet ^ and, being well re- 
ceived by vice-admiral Lawftm^ he difpofed 
him and the other officers to fubmit to the 
determination of the next full parliament; 
which parliament voted the king's reftora- 
tion. 



CHAR V. 

'Jn Account of the EngUQi Naval- AfTairs, 
from the Reftoratioa to the Revo- 
lution. 

SOON after the RefioratSm, admiral Moim- 
tagiie (newly created earl of Sand-wlcb) and 
Lawfofi (lately knighted) were fent wich eigh- 
teen men of war and two fire-fliips to Algiers^ 
to reduce thofe pirates to reafon, who, taking 
the occafion of our civil diifenlions, had lately 
committed feveral infolencies. Being arrived 
before the place, they immediately entered in- 
to a treaty with the regency ,■ but the Bttrhar'y 
am foon broke it off, refuling to agree to the 
firfl point propofed, which was. That the 
fffg/f/b ftiips fhould not for the future be liable 
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to be fearched, on any pretence whatfoever j 
and having rudely difmifs'd the English com- 
miffioncrs, they gave fire on the fleet. Nop 
could the Englijh, ac that time, fufficicntly re- 
venge the affront. Hereupon, the earl of 
Sandwich J returning, left Sir John Lawfoa with 
ten Ihips before Algien .- But the BarharUns 
itiU remaining obftinate, and the Engll^ fqiia- 
dron wanting the means to force them, no 
peace could be concluded till the year i66i. 

But this peace being no fooner made 'rfwn 
broken by the faithkfs Barhariansj Sir Jobp 
Lavffon (who had likewife concluded a peace 
with Tunit and Tripoli) received orders to de- 
mand fatisfadion for the damage {iiflainc^- 
Accordingly he went with feven fliips, and^ 
after fome difpute, procured the releafe of 
the men and veflels that had been taken; 
but the Infdeis refuting to reftore the goodf » 
•the treaty ended in a formal declaration 9f 
war. 

As Sir Jehn hawfm was returning ffom 
jilgiers towards the coaft of 5^i«, he chanced 
to meet the Dutch admiral Dt Ruyter, who fa- 
inted him with his cannon and Uriking ^f 
his flag; and Lav/fon anfwered his civility 
with his cannon, but without ftriking. This 
gave fome difcontcnt to the Hollanders, whp, 
having fubmitted fo far as to flrike iirfi, had^ 
it feems, expeded that the EagHJh fhould have 
itruck too. But Lawfon excufed himfetf to Pi 
K. 2 Ruytir, 
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by informing him, that he had cxprefs 
orders not to ftrike to any king, prince, or 
flatc whatfoevcr. On this occafion 'tis re- 
markable, that tho' the tenth article of the 
treaty concluded between king CbarUs and the 
Aates, Anno 1662, only obliged the HtUandin 
to ftrike to the king's men di war within the 
Brh't^ Seas, yet they chofc to fliew the fame 
civility and fubjciftion in all other Seas ; that 
fo the Englijh might not, from their praftice, 
pretend to any more fovercignty over the 
Srhijh Seas, than over others. 

De Ruyter^ being diflacisfied with this treat- 
mentj had, it Teems, taken the re{bliition not 
to ftrike hrlt, in cafe of another meeting with 
LaTffon. But a letter being dilpatched to the 
penfioner De Wit by tjie ftates-depiity Mar- 
taignt (who was then on board De Ruyttr's 
ihip) an anfwer was returned with orders to . 
ftrike as ufua!, if they met again j but how< 
ever to avoid the Engli^ as much as pofGble. 

The war with the Algerines continuing, vice- 
admiral Lawfon received orders, in the begin- 
ning of the year 1665, to renew his endea- 
vours for a peace. But the Barbarians being 
obftinate in refufmg all reparation of damages 
fince the laft rupture, this negotiation^ like 
the former, paffed without effei*. 

This fame year, the ftates (as appears by 

king Ciarki's declaration of war, dated Fet. 24. 

i66f) did, by their ambaSadors^ delire of the 

court 
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court of EtiglanJj that Sir John Law/m^ with his 
fquadron, might a<ft in concert with De Rirfttr 
againft the pirates oiJlglert. But notwithltand- 
ing this, De Rir/ttr foon after receiving fecret 
orders to fail to Galvea^ (on a certain delign^ 
which we Ihall hereafter have occafion to 
mention) defcrted Lawfon : Upon which. Law-, 
fin returned home with the news of this con- 
dud of De Rttjter, leaving Sir Thomas Alien with 
twelve fliips of hisfquadronj who afterwards, 
by the force of his cannon, brought the go- 
vernment of Algiers to rcafon. 

The king, upon his reftoration, purfuing 
the true intereft of his people, did divers 
things tending to the encouragement of com- 
merce, and the fiftiery. A treaty of peace 
and commerce was concluded with Spain • 
which left the Englijh in poffeffion of Ja~ 
maica^ and reftored to them a molt beneficial 
trade. A treaty was concluded with Holland 
by which divers points were fettled, fomc 
tending to the honour, and others to the 
advantage of the nation. The Aii of Navi- 
gation was confirmed in part j and a procla- 
mation was iffiied, prohibiting all foreigners 
to fifh within ten leagues of the Britijh coaft 
But the nation had no fooner begun to reap 
the fruits of a fettled peace and a flourifliing 
trade, than they were again alarmed by the 
profpcd of an approaching war. Great com- 
plaints were made by almoft all the trading 
*^ 3 companies 
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companies in England of new damages and 
affronts liiftained from the Dutch Eafi and 
iVefi-Jndia Companies. The particulars of which 
(according to the printed complaints of tht 
companies, and the king's own letter to rhc 
ilatCB-gcneral, dated O&oh. 4. 1666.) were the 
. feizure of fcveral Ihips, the hindering others 
from trading to places, where the Ea^UJh had 
faftories, on frivolous pretences, the detain- 
ing of Capt-Corfe Cafile on the coaft of Africa, 
as alfo of the ifland Poolercon contrary to 
treaty, and the fhooting at the Eiglijh flag. 

Thefc loffes and indignities, joined with 
fuch others of a more ancient date, for which 
his late royal father could never obtain that 
fatisfaftion which Crom-wd had afterwards in 
bis power but negleiSed to procure, induc- 
ed the king, at laft, to demand fatisfataion by 
his ambaffador at the Hagae. But this the pen- 
iloner De ff'h and the Lofvifietn Tarty (who 
then governed the ftace)had little inclination 
to give, as depending on the alliltancc o£ 
France^ by vertue of a defenfive alliance con- 
cluded. Anno 1662. Befides, the hatred that 
party bore to the houfc of Orange naturaUy 
difpofed them to be the enemies of England. 
Their fear was that the king had fome deligni, 
jn favour of his nephew the young prince of 
Oratige j which defigns they thought they 
ibodld encourage by tamely fubmitting to the 
Remand of fatisfa^ion. 

In 
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In (hore, no fatisfadion being to be hoped 
for by treaty, the only remedy was war. But 
before it came to an open rupture between 
the nations, the EngUp government, in the 
names of fubjc^e, had begun to make repri- 
fals for the damage futtained in time of peace 
from the fubjeda of the ftates. 

Sir Rtbtrt Holms had been fcnt Anno 1661, 
with four frigates, on account of the duke 
of Torki as governor of the Royal Afrkan-Cam- 
pany, to the coafl of Guinea^ to make reprifals 
for the detaining of Cape-Corfe CafiU, a place 
belonging to the Ettglijh in the kingdom oiFetui 
On which occafion, he fumraoned the Dutcb 
to furrender Cafe-Vtrd to the company with- 
in a limited time j yet offering them the liber- 
ty to continue their trade there as before. He 
then proceeded toafmall fortpolTefs'd by the 
Dutch, who, firing their cannon to prevent 
the landing of the Englipj were obliged to 
furrender, and the fort received the name of 
yames'Fcrt, in honour of the duke. Frotn 
thence failing to the river Gamhia^ he diflodg- 
ed the HolUndersy and built a new fort. 

The Hollanders ftill refufing to deliver Caft-> 
Cerftf Sir Rohn was fent a fccond time, u4»»? 
166;, with a fmall fquadron to take it by 
force. But fearching a Dutch fhip by the way, 
be found orders (as king Cbarlts informs the 
ilates in his letter, OBob. 4. 1666.) from the 
Dfttb Wtfi-h^a Cempan; to their governor ge:: 
K 4 nersd 
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Jieral Valkmhttrg^ to feize the EngU^ fort 0>r- 
mantin ; which difcovery djfpofed him to go 
beyond his commiffion. 

In yaa. 1664, being arrived near Capt'Verdf 
he took a Dute6 Guinea Slip called the Britl, 
and a yatch called the Neptune^ together with 
two other ihips^ called^ the JVaUhertn^ and 
the Maagd -van Enkbuyfen ; all belonging to the 
Wtfi-lndia Company. The twenty firft of the 
Tame month^ he arrived with his fquadron at 
Cape Verd. 

This cape is part of the main-land of Jfrha^ 
and lies on the weft-fide of the kingdom of 
Jaloffij and to the Nertb-Tvtfi of the river Gam- 
iiaj in the ifth deg. of Norri Latitude. About 
a cannon-fhot from thence lies the ifland 
Coerety whereon were two forts. The lower 
fore was furnilhed with about twenty pieces 
of cannon, and the upper with eight : The 
former was called Fon-NaJJaWy the latter Fort- 
Orange. 

Sir Rohert firft fummoned thefe two forts of 
the ifland Gofrfe; which^ fi nee the governor 
refufcd to furrender^ he attacked and took 
the next day ,• together with a Ihip called, the 
Crocodile^ lying Under their prote^ion ^ after 
having, the evening before, taken two other 
Ihttcb fliips, called theVifih-korf and the Fif- 
eher. In the forts he found a great quantity 
of goods, ready to be fliipped off for HaHand^ 
and, among the reft, twenty thousand hides. 
Thefc 
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Thefc he loaded on his own and the Dunk 

ihipSj and tranfported diem to Serra Uona. 

Then he proceeded to the haven of Taec 
rartj on the main-land of jifrica^ in the king- 
dom of Anttn i "where he attack'd Fort-Witfev, 
fortified with three walls> and took it by 
fiorm, making the garrifon prifoners. After- 
wards coming to Sr. George del Mna, the chief 
of the Dutch forts, he attempted with eleven 
floops and three boats to make himfelf mailer 
of four fliips, lying at anchor under the can- 
non of the fort : But the garrifon being on 
their guard, he could not effed ic. 

He then proceeded to attack Cape-CorfeCafile: 
Which, tho* of extreme difficult acccfs, by a 
paflage where a hundred men might have kept 
off a thoufand, was foon forced to furrender. 
Cape-Corfe is, at prefent, the chief fort of the 
Englifliy and the largeft and fioeft, next the 
Durd fort of Sr. George del Mna, of the whole 
coaft. After thefe fucceflTes, cither he or the 
garrifon of Cormantln attacked and reduced 
jideaj Anamaboj and 0}ama, 

The Duttby to render the EngUfit at that 
time odious, gave out that they exercifed great 
inhumanities on thofe occafions, by cutting 
off nofes and ears, dicing the vej:y dead bo- 
dies out of their graves, hewing off their 
heads, and then carrying them in triumph on 
their pikes and fwords. For that purpofe, a 
letter from the governor of Fm del Mna, fil- 
led 
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led with fach complaints as he had heard from 
Chofe who fled to him for protcdion, was 
printed and dilperfed throughout their fleet 
But fuch ftoriea could find no credit with 
any who werc^ in the leaft, acquainted with 
the charader of the BriHfit nation. Such ra- 
ther afcribed the mentioned cruelties to the 
barbarous natives of ihofe countries, who join- 
cd with the Engp^, and could not be brought 
under difcipUne. And that it was in reahty 
no otherwife, appears from the confeffion of 
the Dutch author of 'Dt Ruyttr't life, who «f- 
fures uSj that they were the Negroti who mar- 
thered fcveral HoUanders in cold blood. This, 
it feemSj the EngU^ could not prevent. But 
he addSj that when one of the chief Ntgreti, 
called Join Cabcfsj attempted to murther s 
^rtain Dutch merchant, he was hindered by 
Mr. Selwinj the Englijh governor of Firt-CtrmM' 
tin : He further informs us, that it was thii 
fame Ci^efi who mif-handled the dead bodici. 
To give an idea of the ikvage djfpofuion 
of this Caiefs^ and of his hatred to the Duteh 
nation, we fiiall infert the following account 
from the fame author. Being the next year 
befieged in fort Cormmtiit by Dt BMyttr^ he at 
laft found the place reduced to the greateft 
extremity. Whereupon, fearing left,^ if he fcH 
into the hands of (he Dutch, he fliould re- 
ceive the reward of his cruelties, he would 
iiave perfuaded the Ein^H^ governor to blow 

up 
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up the fort together with the whole garrifon. 
But finding him deaf to fo inhuman a pro^ 
pofal, he in a rage cut the throats of his 
own children^ and, giving himfelf fereral 
wounds, leaped defpcrately from the wall in- 
to the ditchj where he died. 

From the coalt of Gu'med^ Sir Rohtrt failed 
for NtwNttbtrUnd ; which he reduced in the 
month of Angufi 1664, changing the name iii- 
to that of Newlitrkg m honour of the duke. 
Yet this was not done, merely by way of 
reprifalj but partly by vertue of a claim of 
right. For NeTf^NttherUnd being firft difco- 
vered by the EngUpt under the condud of 
Sebafiian Cabot (who took poffcffion of all that 
Northern coaft in the name of king Htnry VII 
of EngUni) had been always deeihed a part of 
the EngUp American dominionSj till the year 
x6;7, when it was firft feized and planted 
by the Dutch, 

Upon the news of thefe proceedings of the 
Englijit in Africa and Americay the ftates (or 
rather the Letvtfie'm or Armiman FaHion among 
the ftates) who a little before had invited the 
Englijh court to aft in conjundion with them 
againft the Algerlnes, immediately difpatched 
away fecret orders to their admiral De Rujter, 
;hen At Cadiz,, to deferc the Englijh admiral 
Lawfon, and fail with his fquadron of twelve 
men of war to retake the places on the coalt of 
Guinea. Tl^is comni^on he fo far executed^ as 
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to oblige the gorcrnors for the African compa- 
ny, either to furrender or dcmolifli fcveral of 
thofc forts. He likewife feized a great quanti- 
ty of goods belonging to that company. After 
which, he made himfelf mailer of Fort-Cormanth, 
a place which had always been in poflclHoa 
of the EngUJb. But Cape-Cerfe and Chama (two 
of the places taken by Sir Roitrt Holms) re- 
mained unreduced. From the coaft of Gw- 
vea, De Ri^er fiuled to Barbadees, where he 
actack'd a confiderable fleet of merchant-fhipi 
lying under proteftion of the forts, but was 
repulfed with great lofs. Then pai£ng near 
Menferatj Nevir and New-feimManJj he took 
above twenty fail of En£lijh fliips, and fo re- 
turned to HeUaad, 

Thefe anions on both fides ferrcd to ex- 
afperatc the two nations, and to hafteu 
the preparations for war j which was pro- 
claimed by the Dutch in January y and by the 
Englipt in Fthruatj i66f. But before it came 
to that, the Heer -van Gecb was fent by the 
ttates, to ply the king with memorials and 
complaints. To which the kill's anfwer was, 
That he had received no particular information 
of the affair of Gmnta j and that the two com- 
panies mult decide the difpute. Thefe com- 
plaints of the ambafTadors being Hkcwifc re- 
taliated by the Et^liflt merchants, whofe re- 
peated complaints obliged the king to repeat 
his demands of fatisfaftion, the conftant rcfufal 

of 
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of the iatisfadion demanded was the cauTe of 
the open rupture between the parties. 

This war was begun with the almoft unani- 
mous confent of the E»gl!p nation, at the 
defire of the parliament, and with a dillin- 
guifhing zeal of the city of Limdon, which 
furnilhed the government with confiderable 
fums to promote it. On the contrary, the 
jultice of the war, on the IJde of the fiatet, 
was doubted of by many of their own Cub. 
jeds, who were not of the Lofut^ein fatten 
And 'cis remarkable tliat a ctnziaDutcb author, 
upon the French king's declaring for the ftates, 
was not afraid to fay, that be bad chofen the Jidt 
offrkndpif rather than that <f jujfice *. 

The HoUaniersf fince the war with the rump 
and Cromwel, had, by their prohtable trade with 
Spairtj been enabled confiderably to reinforce 
their fleet. Notwithftanding which, orders 
were given, towards the end of the year 166^ 
for the building of forty-eight new men of 
war, and for laying up abundance of all forts 
of naral flores. 

About the time that the war was proclaint- 
cd. Sir Thomas Allen, with eight or nine men 
of war and frigates, performed the firll con- 
iiderable adion at Sea, by attacking a fleet 
of about forty Dutch Streight-ihips near Cadiz., 
under conroy of four men of war, which 
were affilted by many of the ftouteft merchant- 
fhips^ 

Z Confidentien oy« het Bekyd yan Dt m. 
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ikipi, during the light. In chii eng^emenr, 
the Dmch commadore BtmIuI was killed, four oi 
Che richeft fliips .were taken, or funk, and the 
reft chafed into the bay of CWis, where they 
were for fomc time block'd up by the En- 
gU(h. 

Nor had the Englifh Ids advantage nearer 
iiome. For, c^ a great fleet coming from 
tottrdeakx and other ports of France^ no lefs 
than an hundred and thirty were taken : 
Some of which, being reclaimed by the FVencb 
Bnd other merchants, were releafed ; but the 
'^r greater part were detained and coniif- 
cated. 

The Hates, upon the news df thefe difafters, 
forbad the fifheriei and commerce, laying 
embargoes on all velTeU, partly to procure 
men to man their fleet, but chiefly to pre- 
vent their falling into the hands of the fn^/i/b. 
Thi» was extreme damage to the merchants; 
which damage, notwithftanding their care, 
was fiill increafed by the lofs of many rich 
fliips that were already abroad, and were ta- 
ken in their return. 

In tlie midft<tf thefe tranfadions, the ftaces, 
to ingratiate thcmfelTes wich the fubjeiSls of 
Crest Britain^ releafed about fifty Engll^ an4 
ScMcb T-eflels which had been feized in their 
harbours, at the beginning of the rupture : 
Whereupon, the king, jK>t enduring to be 
put-done in point of gencrofity, releafed fuch 
fliip» 
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Ihips oF the Hollanders as had been feiztd in 
the ports of Great Britain. 

Notwithftanding thefc civilities, the pre- 
parations were carried on with equal rigour 

-for a decifion between the fleets. To en- 
courage their people, the ftates iifued a pro- 
clamation with promifes of greater rewards 
than ever to fuch as Ihould perform any brave 
aftion ; and extraordinary bo^nty-money was 
given to thofc who entered' into thefervicc. 
Yet the EngU^ fleet was firlt ready j con- 
filting of one hundred and nine m^n of 
war and frigates, and twenty eight fire- 
fliips and ketches manned with twenty one 
thoufand and fix feamen and foldiers, un- 
der his royal highnefs the duke of "Torky as 
admiral of the Red^ commanding the whole 
fleet, prince Rupert^ as admiral of the Wbite^ 
and the earl of Sandwich^ as admiral of the 
Bkt. Sailing to the coaft of Holland^ they 
lay fome time before the I'exel : But having 
fuffered in their fails and rigging by ftorm^ 
they were obliged to leave rhat coaft, after 
taking ten or twelve merchant-fhips. No 
fooncT were the EngUp gone, than the Dutc& 
put to Sea ; having, for the greater expedi- 
tion, partly by pcrfuafion, and partly by 

, force, taken the beft feamen out of three 

E«/-/»<//«-fliips lately arrived *. Their fleet, 

which coniiitcd of an hundred and twelve 

men 

* LcYcu vftu Pt Wit in ^* ; . ajit 
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men of war, and thirty firc-fliips, yatchet, 
<^f, manned with twenty-two thouikndj three 
hundred and lixty-fire failors and foldierSj was 
commanded by the admiral Obdam^ and under 
him, by the young Tromp^ the two Evtrtfms, 
CertmaaTj Sttllingwerf^ &c. Thefc, coming near 
the coaft of England^ had the fortune to meet 
with nine rich Hamhurgb fiiips, tinder convoy 
, of a frigate of thirty-four guns, which they 
took with a. booty valued ac between two 
and three hundred thoufand pounds Sterling. 
This vras a very fenfibie lofs to the mer- 
chants j but it was foon revenged. For the 
Etiglijhj having with the utmoft fpccd repair- 
ed the damage fuffered by the ilorm, put 
out to Sea, engaged, defeated, and chafed 
the Dtttcb into their harbours. 

This memorable battle was fought off Leefiof. 
The Englifii had the weather-gage, and the 
iight began j^im; ;, 1665-, at three in the morn- 
ing. The fleets having feveral times charged 
through each other, without any remarkable 
advantage, it happened that the earl of SatrJ- 
wlcbf with his £/»e-fquadron, fell about one 
o'clock into the center of the enemy's fleet^ 
and divided it into two parts ^ which was a 
Gonfiderable fiep to the vi^ory, by b^inning 
that confufion which at'Iaft ended in a flight. 
In the mean time, the duke of Tork in the Royal 
Cbarlts of eighty guns, and admiral Obdam in 
the Etndraebt of eighty-four^ happened to have 
acHofe 
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a clofe engagement, during which, the duke 
was in great danger j the carl of Falmoatb^ 
the lord Muskerry, and Mr. BoyU, being all 
three billed by his Hde with one cannon-ball. 
But in the heat of the fight, the ihip of the 
Dutch admiral blew up, and, of lire hundred 
men, only five were faved. This accident in- 
crcafed the confufion and confternation of the 
enemies i whereupon four of their (hips, (viz, 
Coe-vtrden of fixty guns, Frince Maurice of fifty^' 
Utrecht of forty-four, and another of forty) 
falling foul of each other, were burnt by one 
fire-ftiip. Soon after, three others of their beft 
fhips, (viz,. Marfcueen, Tergoes^ and S-wanenburg) 
being in the fame confufion, Ibffered the fame 
fate ; And the fliip Orange of feventy-five 
guns, being difablcd in a fharp tight againit 
captain Smith of the Mary^ was likewifc burnt. 
So many fpej^cles of mifery moved compaf- 
fion in the breafts of the EngUpi themfelves. 
The whole Dutch fleet feemed on fircj and 
the cries of fo many unfortunate men, who 
were either drowning in the Sea, or fcorch'd 
in the Flames, was more terrible than the 
thunder of the cannon. Whatever alHltance 
is due to people in diftrefs, was giren by the 
Englijh to their ranguilhcd and perifhing ene- 
mies, while the fight was continued againit the 
reft with equal fury. The Dutch vjcc-admiral, 
Stellingwerf^ was fllo^ through the middle by 
a cannon-ball j and the rice-admiral^ Certe- 
L - - naar. 
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naar, received a fliot in his thigh, of which 
he immediately died. In ftiort, the enemy 
fuiFered a deplorable defeat. Between thirty 
and forty t of their fhips went off, about eight 
in the evening, together, and left the relt to 
follow, as well as their fails and the EtigUfi 
would permit. During the fight and chafe, 
the Engtijh affirm. That no lefs than eighteen 
of the Dtttci? ftiips were taken (tho' fome were' 
left again) and about fourteen funk, befides 
what were burnt and blown up : But the 
Dutch own no more than nine fliips taken, 
one blown up, and feven or eight burnt. As 
for the Englijh lofs, tho' it was confidera- 
ble in great men, thro' the death of the earl 
oi Marlboroagbj rear-admiral Samffon, and vice- 
admiral Laivfon, (who died after the fight of 
a wound in his knee) befides fuch as have 
been already mentioned ,■ yet, it was, ottier- 
wife, no way proportioned to the greatnefs 
of the ¥i(9ory. Only one (hip, the charity^ 
of forty-fix guns, was taken in the beginning 
of the fight by a Dutch ftiip of fixty, after having' 
loft moft of her men in a rude combat with 
Tromfi HiddtSj and Sivart *. Their lofs in men 
is computed, in the whole, to have amount- 
ed to two hundred and fifty killed, and a- 
bout three hundred and forty wounded : 
Which 

t Levens der Zeehelden tweede deel. p. itf£, 
* Leven van Tromp, p. af a. 
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Which can hardly be fuppofed to have been 
the tythe of the enemy's lofs. 

One or two of the Dutch hiftorianB, on the 
credit of a certain anonymoua writetj report^ 
that a fharp encounter happened between the 
earl of Sandwich and one captain Ctntm in the 
fliip Orange of feycnty-five gunB, mentioried 
above. This captain, they fay, having board- 
ed the earl, had the fortune to make himfelf 
mafter above decks ; and the earlj after an 
hour's fighting, was relieved by prince Ruperr, 
But of this, I find no mention in any other 
hiftory. 

The night after the battle, the whole Dafei 
fleet might probably have been deflroyed, if 
the wind had not blown hard upon the 
jhoar, and the Kngllpi had not fpenc their 
fire-fhtps. 

This iignal vidory of the Englipf joined 
with the fucccffes of the bilhop of Munjiet 
at land, caufed the common people, of /&/- 
land (who were generally of the Orange-party) 
to cry out againft De Wn and the Loevejlein^ 
fasten* They confidered thofe loffcs and dif^ 
graces as the juft punilhments of heaven, for 
their having Vf^l^^n with a nation of tbeii: 
own religion, by lefudng the fatisfadion de^ 
manded, and for making an alliance with a 
popifli prince. ButDe^F/; being fenfiblethat 
the intereH of his partjncould be' no other- 
wife fiipporced than by the alliance with 
L 2 France^ 
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Vranct^ and fearing that the giving fatisfai^ion 
to EnglanJ might produce farther demands, in 
favour of the houfe of Orangey was refolute 
to continue the war. In the mean time, the 
jH'eacherSj who had given chemfelves fome 
liberties in the pulpit, were Itridly forbidden 
to meddle with flate-aiFairs. 

The duke of Tork and prince Rupert being 
gone to court, the chief command of the Eng- 
UP fleet was given to the earl of Sandwich; 
who, upon notice that De Ruyter was return- 
ing from his forementioned expedition to 
Gmnea and the IVefi-InMeSy foon put to Sca, 
with defign to intercept him. But Dt Ruyter^ 
who had timely intelligence of the late fuc- 
cefles of the Englijh, was fo fortunate as to 
fave himfelf in the IVefiern-Ems. 

In the mean time, the earl oi Sandwich, 
having received advice, that a very rich fleet 
of about feventy fail (among which were the 
Turkey fleet and ten Eafi-Indla ftiips) had ta- 
ken ihelter at Berghm in Norway^ he detached 
' Sir Thomai Ttddimarty with twelve or fourteen 
■men of war, (the largcit being a fixty-gun 
-ibip) and three fire-fliip« to attack them. 
-This was executed in the very harbour, 
tho' not fo . fuddenly as was advifable. 
So that the HaUanderi having a good number 
of large fliips, and .Deing proteded by the 
caftle, as well as bf the batteries, which they 
had time to raiie on the Ihoarj the attack, 
tho' 
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tho' performed with all poffible vigour, prov- 
ed unfuccefsful i but ended, however, with- 
out the lofs of any fhip on the fide of the 
Eitgli{h: As appears, not only by the EngUJb 
account, hsX likewife by tiiat of Mynbter 
Scbouten *, (the famous traveller) who was an 
eye-witnefs. Yet in this adiion, which laft- 
ed, with the utmoft fury, the fpacc of above 
three hours, the Englijh fuiFercd confide- 
rable damage, as did all the largelt Duteb 
fhips, which were drawn into a line, to de- 
fend, the Veft, The wind, which had been 
a great difadvantage to the Engiip, during the 
fight, by blowing all the enemy's fmoak in 
their faces, proved at laft an advantage, by. 
aJBfting them to make their retreat oux of the 
harbour. 

The protciftion of the 'DantSy upon this Jr 
occaHon, coft the Hollanders twelve or thir-f '' 
teen thoufand Rix-Dollars, (partly given as a ' 
gratuity to the Pamjb governor, and partly 
laid out in fortifying the caftie) bcfides forty- 
one pieces of cannon, which they carried and 
planted on ftioar, and which were never re- 
Itored by the Danei. 

This fleet, which thus efcaped at Bergben, 
had not the fame good fortune at Sea : For, 
being afterwards fetched off by the whole 
Dittcb fleet of men of war, they were in their 
way home attack'd by a violent ftorm, which 
L 3 did 

* Levens dei Zeehclden, twcede dccl. ; . 107. 
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did confiderable damage co their malls and 
faiU^ Tunk two tire-lhipSj and fcattered the 
men of war and merchant-men in fuch a 
manner^ that many of them became a prey 
to the enemies. The vice-admiral and rear- 
admiral of the Eaft-lndia fleet, very richly la- 
den, together with four men of war, were ta- 
ken by five (hips of the Englljh^ which were lepa- 
rated from their fleet by the fame ftorm : And 
ibon after, four others of the Dutch men of war, 
with two fire-fliips, and about thirty rich 
merchant-fliipB, fell in with the grofs of the 
fleet, and were likewife taken. 

The French king, feeing the great fuccefle« 
of the Engli^y had offered his mediation for 
a peace. But, that having been reje^ed, he 
recalled his ambaflador from the court of 
En^and^ and ( in purfuance to his treaty 
with Holland ) declared war in Janmry^ 1666. 
His example was followed by the king of 
Denmark, and the eledor of Brandenburgh, who 
did the fame in the end of Febraarj, But, to 
induce the Dme to take this ftep, Holland was 
obliged to forgive a debt of forty tons of 
gold, (or, as feme fay, fixty) due for affif- 
tance againtt the S-wedes, and to agree to 
a yearly payment of fifteen tops of gold 
(whereof three were to be furniftied by France') 
as long as the war fhould lall. And the 
French court, politickly making ufe of this 
opportunity to become confiderable at Sea, 

got 
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got perraiffion from the ftates (by the mean* 
of the penfioner De fflt') to build twelve mea 
of war in Holland (befides others, which they 
were allowed to build in Denmark) and to 
purchafe as many more Aouc merchant-ftiips, 
together with vail quantities of anununition. 
Whereupon, the French prepared to join a flecf 
of thirty-lix men of war, befides gallies and 
fire-ihips, with a fguadron of Dutch in th^ 
Medittrraneany in order to fail under the duke 
of Beaufort y and make a direrlion in the ocean. 

In the mean while, certain overtures were 
made to prevent the progrefs of a war, which 
threatened the effufion of fo much chrifliaa 
blood: But, fhe £ff^///^ court far from being 
frighted, by fuch a powerful confederacy, 
would grant no peace to Holland, without 
paying two millions for damages and charges, 
aad excluding their allies. Thefe conditions, 
however, were not at the firft entirely re* 
jetfled by the ftates ^ a fort of treaty being 
begun at Varhy at the requeft of the queen- 
mother of England, but foon broken off by 
the recalling of the Efglijh minilter Hellh. 

The following fummer the fleets put again 
to Sea, to decide thofe diCputes by tbc fword 
which could not be determined by treaty ; 
And fuon after happened the memorable fight 
of four days,- when prince Rupert being de- 
tached with the whole white fquadron (ex* 
«epE only the «diiriraU ) confifluig of a- 

h 4 bOT4 
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bove twenty men of war and frigates, with or- 
der to oppofe the duke of Beaufort, Monk with 
tctwcen fifty and fixty engaged the grand fleet 
of the Dutch, confilting of above ninety un- 
der the command of De Ruper. 

After the departure of prince Rupert with 
the ff%ite-(qaadcon, general Monk (newly cre- 
ated duke of Albemarlt) with the remaining 
two {'viz,, the Red and the Bhe) paffing o- 
vcr to the coaft of F/flMf/er/j found the Dutch- 
flcet, corapofed of ninety-one men of war, 
carrying four thoufand fcven hundred and 
fixteen guns, and twenty two thoufand four 
hundred and fixty-two men*; which, not- 
withftanding the vaft inequality, he took a 
refolution to attack. This he executed fo 
fuddenly, as they lay at anchor between Z>«»- 
klrk and the iJortb-For eland, that (as Dt Ruy- 
ter fays in one of his letters to the ftates) 
they were obliged to cut their cables, to put 
themfelTes into a pofture to receive him. 
The fight began on the ift of yune^ and was 
not quite ended till the 4th at night. 

In this remarkable battle, 'tis confeffed by 
X>< Ruyter, in the fame letter to the ftates- 
general t,'that the Er>glijh (whom he computes 
to have been fcventy fail, great and fmall^ 
were, notwithftanding their inferiority, con- 
tinually 

• Nauwkeurig Verhsal gedrakt door Older vaa da 
Heer«n Staaten. 
i Zeeheiden ade deel, p. m. 
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tinuaHy the aggreflbra. It was not without 
reafon that many blamed the condud of the 
duke of Albemarle On this occafion^ at the 
lame time chat they admired his courage. And 
indeed the belt that could be faid in his ex- 
cufc would amount to no more than this, 
that his courage and former extraordinary 
fuccelfes againft the Dutch had produced ia 
him too great a contempt of that nation; 
But it feems that nothing betrays the weafc- 
neft of human nature, Uke faccefs ; a mean 
opinion of the Hollanders being at chat time 
not only Che fault of the duke, but of die 
Englijh in general For a certain Dutch ait- 
thor * brings in the Englifh boalting, that fix* 
ty of their fliips were fufficient to cope with 
the whole fleet of the HolUrtdtn, and that prin<x 
Super^s fquadron was more than fuSicient s- 
gainft the Freneli. 

To the vaft inequality of number, there 
was added another very great difadvancage, 
, on the fide of the Englijhj in the firft day's 
fight. For it blowing a &iS gale, and the 
Engli^ having the weather-gage, their ihipc 
were fo bent that (by the teitimony of di- 
vers of the Dutch writers thcmfelvcs) they 
could make no nfe of their lowcft tire of 
cannon ; which, by reafon of its largenefs and 
fituation, is apt to do the greatest executi- 
on. 

The 

* Eng. Ned. Miinfl. Oorl. p. 379. 
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The firft day's engagement was very fierce 
on both fides. The Dutch being fenfible of 
their advantage, in point of numbers, found 
this a favourable opportunity to revenge their 
former loffes and difgraces : On the other fide^ 
the Engli^ ftrove to ballance (he prefcnt 
difadrantages, by refolution and conltancy. 
Tromrpj exafperated by the deaths of his father 
And grandfather, pierced furiouQy throtigh 
the Ea^lijh. fquadrons ; but his fhip, after ha- 
ving loll ail her mafts, was fb fhattered, that 
he was obliged to quit her. De Ruyttr lott 
his main-top-mait. The fliip of captain Otto 
Trejlwgf one of lb Ruyier's feconds, was burnt J 
«nd the rear- admiral SsagkoHwtr killed. This 
is what the Dutch in tfieir accounts confers: 
Bac the Exgll^ fpeak of two Dtach men of 
war that were burnt. On the fide of the 
Englijh^ the Ihips of ^ir IVdiUm Berkley^ Fice- 
ftdmiral of the I0>iitj and two othn's, being 
cue off from the line and very much difabled 
in charging' through the enemy, were taken, 
after the death of SitfVJlUm^ and thejcfsof 
•Iraoft all their men. Towards the latter end 
of the day, bir Joim Harmdn, rear-admiral of 
the W6i«, being furrounded by a ihrong of 
enemiesj fignalized himfelf bythe death of 
the £:f^/«i»</- admiral, Evertfin, And the detrac- 
tion ot three of the enemy's fire-ftiips j after 
which being left by the enemy, (tho* De Ruyter^ 
in his letter wherein he gives an account of 
■ this. 
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this day's fight, fays, he was funk^'he retireif 
with his difabled fhip co Harufich. The battle 
ended at ten o' clock. . ■ ■ ■ ' 

The following night was fpent in-repairing^ 
the damage fufFered on both fides, as well as 
poffible,- and nest morning the fight was re- 
newed by the Englifr with frefh vigour. About 
Jioon, Jromf (who, by a fort of ypbagereair 
tranfmigration, paffed from ftip to ftiip, and' 
fought revenge in variety of Ihapee) being- 
together with the vice-admiral Vanitr Hdfi^ and 
others, too raftily engaged among the Engtlfh, 
was in the utmoft danger of being taken or 
burnt,' and the affiiirs of the Dnteb (accord- 
ing to the teftimony of captain Ruth Maxl- 
millaan *, a noted Dutch captain, who wair 
prefent) fecmed to be in a defperate condi- 
tion. But Tromp and his companions were, 
at laft, relieved by De Ruyter^ after the lofe 
of one or two ftips burnt, and the death 
6f J^anJer Hnlfi, who was fliot With a muskec- 
bullet. 

The duke, finding that the Dmteb had re- 
ceived a reinforcement, and that his fmall 
fieet, on the contrary, was much weakened 
through the damages fuftained byfome, and 
»hc lofs and abfence of others of ^is Ihips, 
took, towards the evening, the refdution tp 
retire, and endeavour k> join prince Ruptrt^ 
who wa« coming to his affiflance. The re- 
treat 

I Vid. Leyen van Tromp, p. ji:, 313. 
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treat (according to the letter of the afore^ 
mentioned Dutch captain) was performed in 
good order : Twenty-fix or twenty-eight men 
of war, that had fufiered leaft, brought up 
the rear, interpofing between the enemy and 
the difabled fhips j three of which, being very 
much fhacteredj were burnt by the Englifi 
thetnfelresj and the men taken on board the 
other fliips. The DMcb-Reet followed j but at 
a diftance. As they thus failed on^ it hap- 
pened on the third day^ that Sir George Afcougb, 
admiral of the Wbttt^ commanding the Royd 
Trine< (being the largeft and heavicft ihip of 
the whole fleet) unfortunately ftruck upon the 
land, called the Galloper ,- where being threaten- 
ed by the enemy's hre-fhips, and hopelefs of 
affiftance from his friends, (whofe timely re- 
turn the near approach of the enemy, and 
the contrary tide, had rendered impoffible) 
lie was forced to furrender. His Ihip was 
there burnt, and himfelf and his men were 
made prifoners. But, towards the evening, 
prince Rupert coming up with his fquadron, 
the BagUPf with drums beating and trumpets 
foonding, fet their courfe towards the enemy, 
and renewed the fight, charging through and 
through the Dutch fquadrons j but the night 
foon after parted the fleets. 

On the fourth day, the Dutch, who were 

ftill confiderably flronger than the Englijh, 

were (according to prince Sufert^s letter) al- 

moft 
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inoft one of fight j but, being pnrfued, were 
overtaken about dgbt o'clock, and tfae fighc 
b^un anew in a terrible manner. Both par- 
ties, impatient to bring this long difpuec to 
a dedfion, gare the utmoft proofs of courage 
and condud. The fhip of the Dineb cap^in 
Ujttnbof Mras burnt. Thofe of Tromp and Swttrs, 
being quite difabled, were obliged to leave the 
fight. The ftip Dom van Uytrtcbt yielded to 
the duke, but was afterwards relieved. Several 
of the Eiiglipi fuffered confiderable damage^ 
and two or three, much difabled, were taken. 
The fight lafted till about feven in the even- 
ing, when a fudden mift drew a curtain be- 
fore the bloody fcene ; and fo this tragedy^ 
tho' one of the longeft that ever were aA- 
ed upon the Sea, concluded with the fourth 

aa. 

'I cannot omit fome particular intiances of 
the Englip bravery, becaufe I hare found them 
partly recorded with honour i^ divers of the 
Dutch hiftories. 

The refolucion of Sir Wilp^ BefUej «u 
very remarkable ^ who, tho' be found himfelf 
cut oiF from the line, encompaifed with ene- 
mies, his men murthered, ^ Dap difabled 
and boarded by multitudes at once, yet de- 
fended himfelf, almofl: alone, {acrificed four or 
five of the enemies with his Qwn hands, afid 
after all died without acceptio^^ q^uarew \ 

The 

J Ler^n vta Tromp, p. 3itf. 
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ThCjiyCe bravery was Ihewn by the rcar- 
^jmira} Mingi ; who, haring received a bullet 
ii|.hiff neck, refufed to be bound, or to leave 
t[}e deck, and forcibly detained the flowing 
blood, near an hoar with his fingers, till a 
fecpnd bullet went through fiis neck, and fo 
finifhed at once what the other had bc' 
gun t- 

Sir Johm Harman, being difabled amidfl a 
throng of enemies, was grappled by a fire- 
fliip, which, at firft, raifed fuch a thick 
imoak, that it could not be feen where the 
grappling irons were fixed : But , upon 
ber taking fire, the boacTwain, with a defpe- 
rate courage, fprung on board her, and per- 
ceiving the irons, by the light of her own 
fire, got them loofe j for which exploit, he 
was afterwards made captain of the Ruby^ 
Hereupon the enemies, finding their tire-fhip 
was fpent without eife^, lent off a fecond, 
jvhich, grapp^g Sir Johns fhip, fct her on 
fir*. This caufed I'uch defpair among his fea- 
oetiy ciin aj^t fifty of them leaped into 
the Sea, to avoid the fury of a more terrible 
dement : But Sir Jobn^ with his fword drawn, 
running among lus men, threatened to kill 
any chat fhould refufe to aflift in getting 
loofe from the ■ fire-fhip, and quenching the 
•flfcies. This his prefence of mind produced 
the J.ik» telj^li^on in his people, and their 
joint 

; Leyea vw Tromp, p. jatfj 
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joint endeavours, at laft, prevailed over the 
violence of the fire. But, the cordage being 
burnt, a yard fel! on Sit John's leg and broks- 
it. The enemy feeing the fire extinguifliedy ' 
after having in vain fummoned him tp fur- 
render, fent oiF a third fire-fhip j liuf„fomr 
pieces of his lower-tire funk her,,i)eforc (he 
came aboard. The Jaft broad-fide, that, was 
given by Sir jfoAw, killed the Dutch vice-admiral, 
£wr//«( * J (as ■ we before obferved.) Upon 
which, being left by the enemy, he retired 
to Harinicbi where having in fome meafurc 
repaired the damage, and fet up jury-mafli, 
he (tho' ill great pain by his broken leg) 
put to Sea again, to have had a (hare in 
the honour of the laft day's engagement : But, 
before he could come up with the fleet, .Ox 
%ht was ended, i 

More might be added, if any thing greater: 
could be faid .of thofe adions of our conn- 
ttymen, than what the pcniioner Oc»7t him-> 
felf (aid, fomc time after, to iii William Temflt, 
a man of fufficient credit. The penConer, 
we know, was far from being partial to the 
Sngli^ nation. Yet he owned, " That the 
« Ei^llf, f;ot more glory to their nation and 
' the invincible courage of their feamon by 
" thofe engagements, than by the two vic- 
tories of this war; and that he W5ls futo. 
•; their own people could never have been " 

" brought • 
! H. p. 310. 
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*" brought on the following days, after the 
" difadrantages of the firft ; and he believed, 
" that no other nation was capable of ic^ but 
" the Eaillfit *." And the Dutch writers of 
Trtmp't and De Ruyter't Ures^ tho^ they take 
much pains to perfuade their readers^ that the 
HolUndert won great honour In this four days 
tight, yet confefs, that it was the cruelleft 
they had ever engaged in. 

The Dutch hiftorians, in general, make ex- 
traordinary encomiams on the conduit of 
tlie admird Di Raster ; who, they fay, by his 
great experience, always prevented the difor- 
dering of the Pwrc^-fleet, notwithftanding the 
ntmoft efforts of the Englijh. Particularly^ 
one of them obferves, chat he was the man 
who firft taught the HoUanJertj that the EngHfi 
were vincible, after fo much contempt, as 
they had fhe'wn, of the Dutch nation f. 

They generally compute their own lols but 
at four, or at the moit, fix men of war. That 
of the EifgUfii was ac firft given out to amount 
to thirty-five; then it fell to twenty-five; 
then to twenty-three, and at laft cofiiteen; 
as is obferved by the Dutch author of De Wit's 
life in izmo. However, fix Engti^ men of war 
and frigates, taken in thoie engagements^ 
gave occafion to a mighty triumph. And 
not without reafon ; for in all the general 
engagements^ 

• Sir W. TtmfWs Obrervadons, p. aotf. 
t Levens der Zeehclden ade dec), p. aa?. 
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engagements, both before and fince, the Hol- 
landers carried off but one man of war of the 
EngUJIi. Their account of the lofs of men, 
on the fide of the En^Upj is ftill more extra- 
vagant : Which they make to amount to five 
or fix thoufand killed, befides the wounded 
(which ufually are not fewer) and about three 
thoufand prifoners. But this account mult 
be allowed to be impoffible : Unlefs we can 
fiippofe the number of the killed, wounded, 
and prifoners exceeded^ or at leattj equal- 
led that of all the EngUpi^ who were engaged 
the two firft days. 

On the other fide, the EngUJb affirm,, that 
the Dutch lolt fourteen or fifteen men of war 
and frigates, with one and twenty captains, 
and above five thoufand common men ; and 
they compute their own lofs, during the fight, 
but at nine men of war ; the' they confefs, 
a great number of men were killed and 
wounded. 

The Dutch^ however, having had fewer fhips 
difabled, appeared in afhorttime before the 
Thames : Where they had not been long, e're 
they faw the EngliJ!) fleet coming down the 
river, to engage them on more equal terms,- 
upon which they immediately retired towards 
the coalt of Holland. 

The Engli^ fleet confifted of about eighty 

men of war, and frigates, and eighteen or 

{lineteen fire-fliips, divided, as ufualj into 

M three 
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three fquadrons, vlx>. the Red under prince 
Itupertj and the duke of AibemarUj (who were 
both in one fliip) the White under Sir Thomas 
jillenj and the Blue commanded by Sir Jtremiak 
Smith. 

The Dutch J (according to their own ac- 
counts) were eighty-eight men of war^and 
frigates, and about twenty fire-fhips, divided 
Ukewife into three main fquadrons, under the 
command of De Ruyter^ E'venfon and Tromp. 

The Eailijh being come up with the enemy, 
there happened a furious engagement, on the 
3$th of Jul/y at noon, Nerth-iajl and by EaJI 
of the North FsriUnd, Sir Thomat Allm^ with 
the ^iVe-fquadron, began the fight fay attack- 
ing Evertfen. Prince- Raptrt and the duke, 
about one o'clock, made a dcfperate attack 
upon De Ruytef, and, after a fight of three 
hours, were obliged to tranfport themfclves 
on board another Ihip. In the mean time, 
the Friejltmd and Zealand fquadroas under 
Evertfm were put to flight, by Sir Thomat 
Allen ; and Evertfen^ together with his vice- 
admiral Dt Vrlesi and his rear-admiral K»' 
tndersf killed. On this occafion, the fhip of 
the Zealand vice-admiral Bankerty being left, 
was taken by the Engllfit and burnt, to- 
gether with the ihip Smelt^ of fifty guns. The 
fight of thefe advantages caufed prince Ritpert 
and the duke, with the Re-Z-fquadron, to re- 
double theix fury agaiuft De Rujter, whom 
they 



o,g,t,7P:hy Google 



Columna Softrata. 179 

they engaged, fliip co fliip. In this fray ■ 
Dutcb (ire-fliip was funk ; and the fliip Gittl- 
derland of fjxty-lix guns, (being one of 1>t 
Rttyter's feconds) was quite difabled : But th« 
captain of an En^li^ firc-lhip, attempting to 
grapple her, was forced to let fire co his fti{( 
too foon. A fccond Dutch fire-lhip was buroc 
fay the Englijhj and molt of the men drown- 
ed. Captain Ruth MaximUUm^ another of Dt 
Ruyteri feconds^ was killed j and Njhtf and 
Hogenboekj his other feconds, mortally wcmnd- 
ed. After thefe loffcs, fcreral of Di Ruptr'* 
' fquadron began to difengage and trufi to their 
fails. But his rice-admiral Van Net flood 
bravely by him, and received great damage. 
Yet, being at lalt dcferted by moll of their' 
fquadron, they yielded to neceffity, and fol-. 
lowed with only eight or nine fliips. De 
Ritjter's ihip was fo difabled, and his people 
fo fatigued, that he could make no reliitance ; 
and only the calm prevented his being board- 
ed by the EHgliJh. 

As for Trompy being hotly engaged witti 
Sir Jeremiah Smithy and the £J«e-fquadron^ he 
fuftered himfelf to be drawn fo tar from the 
reft of the fleet, that he loft the opportunity 
of afEfting his friends, who were in diftrrfs- 
This is generally fuppofed, by the Dutch wri- 
ters, to have happened through a ftrac^em 
of the Engil^ ; SmUh% fquadron being the 
weakefl of the EngHJh, and Trmf'a the tiroBg" 

M 2 «ft 
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eft of the Dutch. In this fight. Tramp's rear- 
admiral Hotn was killed^ and the fliip of his 
vice-admiral Mepptl extreamly fhattered, ha- 
ving an hundred men killed and wounded. 
On the other fide, the Refolutiony an EngUJh 
man of war, commanded by captain Haiman, 
was burnt by a fire-fliip. 

In the mean time, De Ruyter was making 
his retreat ; which, for want of wind, con- 
tinued all night and the next day. Prince 
Rupert and the duke of ^IbemarU, with part of 
the AfiZ-fquadron, were always clofe at his 
heels j from whom he flood out a terrible ftorm- 
Some Dutch writers relate, that Van Nei, ha- 
ving been on board De Ruyter s fiiip to con- 
fult what was to be done, he was no fooner 
gone than a great fhot took away the bench 
on which they both had fate. The prince 
and the duke continued the chafe ,- but not 
being able to board De Ruyter, for want of wind, 
they thought to have ruined him by a fire- 
fliip i which miffed very Uttle of its effed. 
This defign being difappointed, they began to 
cannonade with greater fury j which almdft 
reduced De Ruyter^ tho' a man of tried cou- 
rage, to defpair. The Dutch hiftorian who 
■ writ his life informs us, that he was heard 
to fay, O God, how am I thus unfortunate .' Is there 
not one buliet among Jo many tboufands, to put a />£• 
riod to my life! But by this time they began to 
approach the fliallows on the Dutch coafl. 
which 
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which foon obliged the Englijh to give over 
the chafe. 

The' the Dutch allow the glory of the vic- 
tory to the Englijh, yet they pretend that they 
themfelves fufFered the leaff damage. De Ruy 
ter, in his letter to the ftateSj writes (tho* 
without certainty) that the EngHJh lolt four 
men of warj two of which he heard were 
funk, and as many burnt, ^ On the contrary 
the Englijh, (who loft no great officer, and 
but few captains) affirm they miffed but one 
man of war and ibme fire-fhips. But their 
accounts of the enemy's lofs make it to amount 
to no lefs than twenty Ihjps funk or burnt. 
They add rear-admiral Fan Saan to the num- 
ber of the killed, on the fide of the Hollan- 
ders^ and fpeak of no lefs than four thoufand 
killed in the whole, and about three thou- 
fand wounded. 

The enemy being driven over the flats in- 
to the WielingSj the Englijh went to lye in 
Scboncveltj the ufual rendezvous of the Dutch 
fleets. 

The nolfe of the Englijh cannon upon their 
COaft foon rouzed the Hollanders out of their 
pleafmg dream of viflory. They faw their 
fleet defeated, and their ftioars infulted by an 
enemy, who, but fix weeks before, they were 
made to believe, was entirely broken and dif- 
abled. Such complaints were likcwife brought 
in to the ftatcs, as produced a frcfli enqui- 
M 3 ry 
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ry into the behaviour of the officers of the 
fleet; of which federal were pimilhed, and 
Tromp himfelf was difcharge4 the fervicc for 
ill conduA. 

While the putcb were refitting their fliat- 
lered fleet, the Englijh were not idle in rcap- 
iijg the fruits of their ridory. They paffed 
along the whole coaft of Holland, taking (hips 
at the very mouths of the harbours^ and cauf- 
ing a hot alarm where-ever they appearedr 
Being come before the Vlh^ they had intel- 
ligence by a filher-man who was fallen into 
their hands, that, upon the iflands VUe and 
ScbelUng, there were feveral confiderablc ma- 
gazines belonging to the Hates and the Eajh 
India company, and a great number of riclf 
merchant- fbips lately come from Mufct-vy, Gw- 
pta, and other parts, lying at anchor within 
the iflands. Upon this information, nine fri- 
gates, five fire-fliipE, and fevcn ketches were 
detached to deflroy them under the command 
of Sir Rehert Holms. With thcfe Sir Robert came 
the next day, being the 8th of Augufi^ %% 
eight in the morning, to anchor before the 
VIU. From thence he fcnt in a ketch upon 
.difcovery, which, returning, partly confirmed 
the report pf the fiflier-man, having count- 
ed about two hundred fail of merchant-men, 
with two men of war which had ferved as 
convoys. 
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A council of war being called, it was re- 
folvcd not as yet to attempt the ruining of 
the magazines on the iflands, left the gar- 
rifons fhould be affilted from the fhips^ during 
the attack. 'Twas then concluded to make 
the firft attempt on the fleet: For which 
purpofc, the ft WroAe- frigate, being the light- 
eftj was fent with the fire fire-fhips into the 
Vlie to make a trial. Tlie delign was execu- 
ted with no lefs dexterity than bravery. One 
of the fire-Oiips, commanded by captain 
Brevm^ immediately grappled the largeft of 
the convoys and fired her ; and the Duttk 
captain, after fome refiftance, endeavouring 
with fifteen or fiiteen men to fave himfelf in 
the boat, was drowned. The other convoy 
was at the fame time burnt by another fire- 
Ihip, but [he captain and pare of the men 
had the good fortune to cfcape. This being 
perceived by the merchant-fbips which lay 
behind, they cut their cables, and drove 
away towards the SkeUews, But being fol- 
lowed by the three remaining fire-fliips, fe- 
veral of the richcft fhips were burnt. And 
Sir Robert fending off, at the fame time, about 
twenty pinnaces from under the ifland where 
he lay, they eafily overtook the flying ene- 
mies^ and with combuftible materials fet fire 
to almoft the whole fleet ; For the Englt/h^ 
having received orders not to plunder on pain 
of deachj were fo expeditious in chefr work^ 
M 4 that 
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that only three or foui''" privateers, one Ga(»« 
and a few Mufcovy Ihjps had time to reach 
the Shallows i all the reft perifhing by the 
flames. 

Having thus far executed his delign, he 
fent two frigates and fome ketches to make 
a defcent upon the ifland I^lie. But this was 
prevented by a hard rain, which rendered 
the hre-arms unferviceable. 

But, on the ifland Schell'ing^ they had bet- 
ter fuccefs; where landing their men, di- 
vided into eleven companies, and feeing no 
other way of ■ deftroying the magazines, 
they laid the town of Brandarlts in aihes, af- 
ter having plundered as much as the time 
would permit. This town was the chief- of 
the ifland, and confilled of fix or feven 
hundred houfes. 

Sir Rebtrt had formed a deflgn againfl 
two other towns on the fame ifland j but 
confrdering, that, if he undertook it, helhould 
be obliged to wait, at lead, twenty-four hours 
for the tide, and fearing, lelt if the wind in the 
mean time Ihould change, he might find great 
difficulty to get off, he therefore ordered all 
his men on board, and fo rejoined the fleet. 

The lo(s of the Hollanders, on this occafion, 
was molt deplorable. The fliips, and their 
proper ladings, were valued, by themfelves, 
at twelve millions of guilders, or about a 
million, one hundred-thoufand pounds Sttr^ 
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^g : And thefe Were become yet richer, by 
reafon of a great quantity of valuable goods^ 
which the chief inhabitants of the Vile brought 
on board, at the iirlt approach of the EngHJh, 
as thinking them fafer there, than on flioar. 
Add to all this, the Talue of the houfes, 
goods, and- magazines on the iOand Schelli^ ; 
and, by a moderate computation, the lols 
muft amoant to a very great fum. On the 
contrary, the- lofs of the Englijh amounted 
to no more than four or five fire-fliips (which 
;werc well employed) a few pinnaces, whidi 
were funk by the enemy's cannon, and fa. 
men killed, and about as many wounded. 

After thefe fucceffes,. and the taking oi 
twelve or fourteen prizes on the coaft, the 
Eti^ltjh fleet returned home. Upon which, 
the Hollanders put to Sea with feventy-ninc 
men of war and frigates, and twenty-feven 
fire-fliips, under command of De Rayter. Their 
intention was, to fail down the Cbamel, in 
order to join the French admiral, the duke of 
■Btaufort, At this time the EngUp} (who had 
been reinforced fince the lalt battle) had ten 
or twelve Ihips more than the enemy j it be- 
ing almoft the only time, cither in this or 
the former war, that they had cither out- 
numbered or equalled them. This fupe- 
riority, joined with their intereft, to pre- 
vent the conjumftion of the French^ caufed a 
great forwardnefs in the Enillfii to engage. 

Sut 
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But a hard wind deprived them of their ad- 
vantage, and gave opportunity to the cne* 
my to efcape. According co the Etiglijh ac- 
coontSj the Dutcb^ whofe chief view was tO' 
join the Frencby were fo afraid of an engage- 
ment, that, when the EngUfi flood in a£- 
ter them to the road of BonlogH^ they haul'd 
dofe in with the ihoar, and had been there 
burnt or run-a-ground, if the Aorm, fuddcn- 
ly coming on, had not forced their enemy to 
retire to St, Hellen's. Yet fome Dutch writeri 
would perfuade the world, that the EngUJkf 
tho' flulh'd with viAory, fuperior in num- 
ber, and near their own coaft, avoided a 
general engagement. A ftory a« likely, ai 
that they formerly fled from an inferior 
number of vanquifhed enemies, after the 
vidory they had gained near JucMtra (now 
OiUed Batsvla) in the Eafi-hdie/^ already men- 
tioned ! But that the fleets, at Jucatra, were 
parted by llorm, is clear not only from the 
ceftimony of monfieur * Dt NeufvUU ^ but like- 
wife from the confeguent fiege of the Diaci^ 
fort : And that nothing but the hard wind 
prevented an engagement on this occafionj 
appears from the confeffion of Montdnta fj 
one of their own hiflorians. In fine, the 
duke of Beattfort (tho' come as far as Dief 
in Normemdy) not daring to proceed, 'tis pro- 
babte 

* HiA. je HoHand, p. 3. 1. 4. chtp. i. 
t Lcven van WU. Hendnft, p. 53. 
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fctble the Dutek were glad of the change of 
wind, which favoured their retreat to their 
own coaft. 

About this time, two Dutch men of war, 
and as many privateers, violated the neutra* 
lity of the Elk, by attacking feventeen £»g> 
Ij^ merchant-fliips in that river ; wheroof 
thre^ together with a i&»»i«r^fcr, were burnt. 
But one captain Grtm^ by defending himfelf 
brarely the whole night, tifl his fliip funk^ 
gave opportunity to the relt to fave them- 
felves under the canon of Hsmhurgb. Some of 
the Dutch officers, upon their return to HtUatU, 
were difcharged the fervice, for ill conduA in 
this affair f. 

To conclude the adions of this year in £»f 
repe, fcvcn Fremh and Dutch men of war, (be- 
ing part of the duke of Beaufort's fquadron) 
were defeated by Sir Thomas AUtn on ehs 
^encb coaft ; one French fliip, called the £«i^, 
carrying fercnty guns, and fire hundred 
men, was taken, and two of the Duuh wcr? 
driven afliore and burnt, the rett, widi 
much difficulty, elcaping up the Seim : And, 
of five Dutch cruifers, three were taken or 
deilroyed, by commadore Rshertfen^ near the 
Ttxel, 

In the beginning oi Jh^^ the fiates taking 

the opportunity of a letter which they writ 

to the king of ^gland, about difpofing of the 

body 

* EagelTe, H9II, Munft. Oorlr p, 349- 
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body of Sir WtlRam Btrlley, who was killed ia 
the great four days hght, had made fotne 
overtures of peace. This letter was civilly 
aofwered by another, whereiq the king 
fhewed himfelf not arerfe to it, notwlth- 
itanding that the happy fucceis of his arms 
might (as he faid) have infpired him with other 
thoughts. Hereupon, they fent, together with 
the faid body, another letter on the ^me 
fubjeA, dated Stft. 6. To this, the king re- 
plied OSoh, 4, giving an account, at large, 
d the grounds of his beginning the war, 
and of the terms upon which he was dif- 
pofed to end it. The ftatcs . writ a reply, 
Nov. i6; which not fatisfying the king, the 
treaty, for a time, Teemed to be broken off.. 
But they, foon after, fenc another letter with 
the propofal of a formal congrefs, in fome 
iteutral place, at the king's choice j upon 
which, the king, for doing them the greater 
honour, chofe the Hague. This they, for cer- 
tain reafons, thought ht to except againft, 
and to propofe either Maefirlcbt, Boit'k-ducy or 
Brtda, At laft, 'twas agreed it fhould be at 
Brtd* i and accordingly all the ambafTadors of 
the parties concerned met, together with the 
Swedijb mediators, and had their firft confe- 
rence in the end of Majr, i66j. 

Having thus far taken a view of the af- 
fairs of war and peace in Europe, we may now 
look 
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look abroad and obferve what paffed in re- 
moter parts. 

In the Wefi-Tniies^ the EngU^ took the iflaods 
of St. Eufiacty toba^o, and Other places from 
the Dutch. On the contrary, the Dtaebj un- 
der the condud of the Zealand commadorej 
^irynsy made themfclves matters of Surtnam : 
And the Frtncb^ affified by the Duteb^ almoft 
deprived the Eng/i/b of half the ifland of St, Chrp- 
fiopber't, after fereral obftinate difputes^ and the 
death of their commander LtiSalles. Six frigatea^ 
and fome other fmall reffels from Barbados ^ fail- 
ing to repair this lois, were fo ill treated by 
a violent ftormj that they were put out of 
a condition to execute their defign, and two 
6t three of the moft difabled fliips fell into 
the hands of the enemy. In the mean time^ 
the Dutch admiral, Evtrtjbn, recovered Toha£», 
and, in com()any with ^rjasy took many 
prizes on the coaft of Virginia. On the other 
fide. Sir John Harman^ who was fent to pro- 
ted the EngU^ fectlements, being arrived be* 
fore St.Chrifiepher's, With twelve frigates, in 
the end of March i66jj burnt two Freneh 
ihips ; and foon after, upon intelligence, that 
' two Zealand privateers, with four prizes, lay 
ac Guadalupe J he fent part of his fquadron thi- 
ther, which took them; and afterwards, land- 
ing on the ifland, did considerable damage. 
The news of this having reached Martinice, 
^onfieur De la Barre and the Zealand com- 
madorej 
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madore, ^ryns^ with the united forces of the 
^eneb and Dutcb, confifting of twenty-two 
men of war and frigatei, with thirteen hun- 
dred fddiers on board, failed to oppofe the 
progrels of the EngUJh. On the loth of Aiajr, 
diey came in fight of St. cbriJiofbeT\ and were 
immediately encountered by the EngUp fqua- 
dron. In tbii engagement, which was very 
fliarpj and lafted about three hotirs, the Engl^ 
were fometimes almoft furroundcd : But the 
conduA and bravery of their admiral, being 
well feconded by the inferior officers and Tea- 
men, rendered them not only equal, but 
fitperior to the enemies. In ihort, both Fremb 
KoA DKtcb were defeated, with the loft of fire 
or fix of their fhips. 

The Duteb hiftorians differ in their acconnta 
of this aAion, One * fays, that the Engl^ 
retired after the fight, and left the confede- 
rates matters of the [dace of battle. Ano- 
ther f, without mentioning any fuch advaa- 
t^ gained by the confederates, concent* 
fairafelf with laying. That both parties, af- 
ter a hot engagement, retired ; the Engtifi 
CO Wevar, and the confederates to St. Cbrifif 
fber't. But Sv/innas (a noted Dutch hiftorian^ 
in the third part of his hiftory, confeffct 
what the others endeavour to conceal, in^ 
that 

• Engelfe, Ned. enMunft. Oorl. p. 417. 
i Levens del Zcehelden vie iwl. p. 344. 
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that the French and Dutch were worfted^ and 
.fiiifered a coniiderable lofs. 

*Tis remarkable that tho' Sir John tUrmaa^ 
about the time of this adion^ was lame and ia> 
great pain by the goutj yet upon difcovcry 
of the enemy's fleet he got up, walked about, 
and gare orders as weQ as ever, tiD the fighc 
was over^ and then became as lame as be- 
fore. 

The Zealand commadore, complaining that 
he had not been welt feconded in the engage- 
ment, parted foon after from the French, and- 
fo the EngUfi were left entire maflcrs in thofc 
Seas.^ Nor did they fail of improving their 
advantage: For, attacking the French in the 
very port^ they burnt their admiral, and Rx 
or fcven of their beft ftiipsj all the relt, 
except two, being funk either by the Englifi 
fhot, or by the Fi-tnch themfelves. After ^«, 
they retook Surham from the Dtitch, and made 
themfelves mailers of the E-eneb ifland Ca- 
jana. 

The great fuccelTcs of the Englip^ during 
this and the former war, had, it feems, taughc 
both French and Dutch, how little advantage 
they were to exped either from their cou- 
rage or plain-dealing ; They therefore refolv- 
cd to have recourfe to addrefs and firata- 
gem. John De WU, penfioner of Holland, was 
the man who, together with the miniftcrs o£ 
J^tmce, contrived the afixom at^thami which, 
being 
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being firft prirately agreed on between bin 
and the JVewA arabaffador /)' Efira^es, was af- 
terwards formally confented tOj and the pro- 
je^ Hgned by the laid D' Efirades on the one 
hand, and the deputies of the ftates on the 
other, Afril 2^, 1667. According to thii 
agreement, the French were to have fent a 
fquadron under the duke of Beaufort ^ to affift 
in the execution of the defign ; But they de- 
dined the performance; being content that 
the Dutchj by being the only adors in that 
affair, Ihould draw upon themfelves all the 
revenge of the EngHJh nation. To prepare 
the way for the execution of their projefl, 
a letter was writtCHj thro' the inftlgation of 
the French miniftera, by the queen-mother of 
England^ who was then in France, to inform 
the king her fon, that both the French and 
Dutch had their eyes wholly turned towards 
the treaty of peace which was negotiating at 
Breda, and that they had no defign to bring 
a fleet to Sea that year. This had the d^ 
fired effeft, and by impofing on the king (who 
thereupon negleded all naval preparatiow, 
tho' lately well fupplied with all manner of 
ftorcs from Gottenburgh') was the chief occa- 
fion * of the fuccefs of their defign. For this 
expedition, like that of the Argonauts, could not 
fucceed, till the guardian dragon was laid 
aflecp. . 

The 

■ • Valkcnicr's Vcrwerd Europa, p. 75. 
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The Dufchf taking this adTantage, haftily 
manned out a confiderable flecCj and, being 
affifted by fome traitcrous EngHfij pilots, en- 
tered the river of Thames in the beginning 
of Juntf under the command of the admiral 
Fan Ghent. What exploits they performed, both 
there and in the river Medway^ ihall be re- 
lated according to the moft authentick ac- 
counts both Dutch and EngUp. 

Cornelius Tie Wit (the brother of the pen- 
(ioner) who was prefent at the execution of 
this defign, in quality of deputy of their high- 
mightineffesj informs them in his letter, that 
Sbeeraefs'Fort (which the Dutth hiftorians f 
own was in no ftate of defence) was left by 
the Englifiiy&htT having been cannonaded about 
half an hour by the HoUanders^ who found 
in it fifteen iron guns, with a great quan- 
tity of naval ftores valued at thirty or forty 
thoufand pounds : That, proceeding up the ri- 
ver Medway^ they found feveral frigates ready 
to difpute with them the palTage to Chatham ^ fo 
that (the deep part of the river being nar- 
row) it was a confiderable time 'ere any o£ 
the Dutch captains had the refolution to ad- 
vance and force their way: That, at laft, 
one captain Brakel (to attone for fome of- 
fence he had committed) offered his fervice 
to make the firfl attempt ; and afterwards, ad- 
vancing with great bravery, boarded and took 
the forcmofl of the Engllp frigates which 
. N guarded 

* Levens der Zeehelden tweede dtel, p. 348. 

D,g,t,7P:hy Google 



194. Columna Roflrata. 

guarded the paffage, being a fliip of about 
forty guns, called the Jomtban : That the next 
fhip of tKe Dutch that advanced was a fire- 
fliip, which had the luck to grapple and fire 
another Englijh fliip carrying fifty-two guns. 
Called the Matthias ; after which Icveral fiial- 
lops were fent in, which took poffeffion of 
the Royal Charles, being left by her men, and 
having only thirty two guns mounted : That 
this was followed by the burning of two other 
fllips, called the Charles the Fifth and the Fort 
of Homngen, being fixty and feventy-gun fliipsj 
That another ihip was likewife burnt, but 
the name was unknown : That this good fuc- 
celi gave them encouragement to attempt three 
others (being all capital fliips, and lying near 
Upnor-Cafik) called the Gnat James, the Ley- 
»l LondoHy and the Royal Oak : That thefe, be-^- 
ing all unrigged and without cannon, were 
at laft grappled and burnt by the firc-fhipi^ 
notwichitanding the continual fire of the ca- 
file; and he adds, that all this was perform- 
ed with the lofs of about one hundred aod 
fifty men, on the fide of the Dutch. 

The Evglip accounts fay, that after the 
taking of 6Aeer»r/}-Birr. (which wns utifinifhed) 
fome veffels were funk at the entrance of 
the Medway, and a chain was laid acrolsthat 
river ; but that a high tide and a ftrong eaft- 
erly wind rendered thofe precautions incf- 
feftual, by giving the eaemy an eafy pafr 
fagc 
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fage i upon which, three frigates that lay- 
behind the chain were foon deltroyed by the 
fire-ftiips. They deny that the Royal 0«*, 
the Lojal London, and the Great Jttmti were 
all burnt i the two laft being only damaged* 
They own the carrying off the hull of the 
Reyal Charles, after the Engll^ had twice fir* 
ed her, to prev^ent that djihonour. 

The total of the EngUfi} lofs in {hipping 
(according to the Dutch account) is two fcips 
taken, and fcven burnt j four of which {•viz.^ 
the Jonathan, the Matthias^ the Charles tht Fifth^ 
and the Fort ^ Hmingen) were Dutch fiiips for- 
merly taken by the Englifii. But (according 
to tlie Englijh accounts) only three frigate^ 
and one man of war were burnt, and tha 
hull of another tdien and carried off. To 
which lofs may be .added five' or fix fire-fliips 
that were funk, to flop up the paffagc. 

On the other fide, the Dutch (according to 
the EngHjh accounts) fpent eight fire-Ihipsy 
in executing the defign, and loft two men of 
war, which ran a-ground in the river Med- 
way, and were burnt. 

The carrying off of the Rojal Charles yield- 
ed no little fubjeft of triumph to the Dutch} 
this being the fliip which the author of Z)* 
Ruyter'i life calls Tie Terror of the Sea, having 
been formerly the ftip of general Mo?ti. 

During the a<ak)n, nothing happened fa 

remarkable as the noHe refolution of one cap" 

N 2 tain 
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tain Doviglafs, a Scotch gentleman j who receiv- 
ing no orders to retire, when the Royal Oak, 
which he was appointed to defend, was fct 
on fire, is reported to have replied to thofc 
who adviied him to fave himfclf. It pall never be 
faU that a Dowglais quitted bit fofi without order : 
Which words he tailed not to make good ; 
for when the relt of the defendants ihifted 
for themfclves, he remained on board, and 
was burnt together with the fliip. This was>^ 
fuch an inftance of heroick bravery, as can 
hardly be matched by any other hiftories 
than thofe of ancient Greece and Rome, 

Tho' the court, of England Was too fecure, 
and took no efFeftual meafures to prevent a 
furprize ; yet this attempt could not perhaps 
have fuccoedcd lb well, had not the Dutch^ 
by the advantage of the wind, gained fuch 
8 fpeedy paiTage up the river, as almoit pre- 
vented the news of their coining. 

However, the vanity of Cormliut De Wit^ 
who (as we faid) was prefent at the aiSion, 
was increafed by the fuccefs of this hazar- 
dous undertaking to fuch a degree, that he 
catifcd (or at leait permitted) his piAure to 
be hung up in the council-chamber of the 
Itadt-houfe at Dort (where he had been, bur- 
ghomafter) by which he was reprefented as 
a hero with a river full of burning fhips 
on the one hand, and a Cormt Copla on 
the other; iignifyiag the adion of ^atham 

and 
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and the peace that fucceeded it. But this be- 
ing afterwards aliedgedj as one ground of tho 
following war, and the burghers of £>wr com- 
ing to underftand that the king of England 
relented the inlblencc of the pidure fo high- 
ly, they tore it in pieces, nailing the head to 
the gallow^ and the other pieces round the 
court of guard *. And his perfon foon after 
lhai:ed the fame fate with his pidurc, he be- 
ing murthered by the burghers, and cut to 
pieces, together with his brother the pcnfi- 
oner, by the enraged mob at the Hague. And, 
that no token of the atftion at Chatham might 
remain, the Royal Charles was taken to pieces 
by order of the ftates. 

But to proceed. The Dutch having thus far 
executed their defign at Chatham ^ (and finding 
the paffage at Gravefend imprataicable) fell 
down the river, and made an attempt on 
Landguard-Fort near Harwlchy with fifteen or 
fixtecn hundred men fupported by the can- 
non of the fleet : But they were beaten oS 
with confiderable lofs by the country mili- 
tia. 

To ballance this difgrace by feme other ex- 
ploit, they rcfolved to en^r the river a fe- 
cond time. Accordingly, DeR^yter being fail- 
ed with one part of the fleeC to the weft- 
ward^ to alarm the coaft, Va»'i<Ses\ on tbc 
N J . 23d _ 

• Montanus In het Leven van l^S. Hendrik, p. 4(Sj. 
Vtlfcenicr'i Vcrwcrd Europa, p. tf^^.. ■ 
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2;d of Jalyt failed with the other part up 
the river as far as the Hopty where Sir Ed- 
v>ard Sprag lay with five frigates, feventcen 
fire-ftiips, and feme tenders. Van Net attack- 
ing him, a fharp adion enfued, efpecially be- 
tween the fire-fiiips ; and there being but lit- 
tle wind, the Englifiij by towing their fhips, 
ai^ed their parts fo well, th at (as the Duui 
confefs) they deftroyed no left than eleven 
or twelve fire-ftiips, with the cxpence of but 
the orfcvcn of their own : But, the wind ilif- 
fening, they were at lalt obliged, by the un- 
equal force of the enemy, to retire under the 
cannon of Ttlburj-Fort. ifet the next day, be- 
ing Wednefday^ the Engl':^, by the means of 
their fire-fliips, attacked the Dutch in their 
turn,' and after a fliort difpute forced them 
to retreat, and fet fire to their only fire- 
fhip that was left, to prevent her being ca- 
|ten. 

The lols of their fire-fljips, and the defpair 
of reviving the fcenc of Chatham^ made the 
enemies think of nothing more than how to 
rejoin their companions. Accordingly, on 
7J«ry^/-morning they fet fail, and with much 
difficulty got near the rivers mouth; being 
followed at a diftance by Sir Edward Sprag yi'izh 
his fire-ihips *. 

The next day, being in the mouth of the 
river, they were met by another £wff/*/i fqua- 

* Levenvan Trotnp, p.3$£. 
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dron^ confiding of four or five frigates and 
fourteen fire-fhipsj which came from Hanvkbf 
to welcome them at their return. Thefe bold- 
ly attacked them, and immediately grappled 
the vice-admiral of Zealand and another of 
their men of warj but they both found means 
to efcape the danger^ tho' about an hundred 
of their men, thro' the fright, leaped over 
board, and were drowned. The rear-admi- 
ral of Zealand^ being threatened with a tire- 
ihip, and feeking to efcape, ftruck on the 
ground, and was fo damaged, that, being no 
longer able to keep the Sea, flie was fenc 
home. 

Thefc attempts of the enemy in the ri- 
vers of Thames and Meiwaj, tho' favoured 
with fome fuccefsj yet, if confidercd in all 
their circumftances, cannot perhaps efcape 
the cenfure of rafhnefs. And 'tis probable 
that the ftates would not have been very for- 
ward to run fuch manifefl hazards (contra- 
ry to the opinion of their experienced ad- 
miral J>e Rayter) had they not been ftrongly 
influenced by the counfels of the De Witt^ 
whofe hatred to the houfc of Orange^ and the 
Eagiifi nation, had quali6ed them to be made 
the tools of the Freucb court: Which po- 
litick court, having formed delignt againft 
the Spaiafit-Netbtrlandsj that might, have proved 
prejudicial both to /Mmiand England^ foughc 
nothing more than by fuch attempts to caufe a 
N 4 lading 
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lasting hatred and diftrull berwecn thofe two 
nations, which, after the condufion of the 
war, were moft concerned to unite and oppofe 
them. And the' the rcfentment of the Eftgiifi 
court, occafioned by the bufinefs of Chatham^ 
was not fo ftrong as to prcTcnt their enter- 
ing into an alliance foon after with Holland 
and Sweden^ in order to check thofe ambiti- 
ous defigns of France j yet there is great rea- 
fon to believe it was none of the leafl mo- 
tives which at laft difpofed them to break 
that Triple AUiance : As may appear by the fe- 
quel. 

While the Dutch loitered before the riFcr 
and at Terkay, without efFeding any thing .re- 
markable, the EngUp found means by their 
privateers and a fquadrpn of frigates, com- 
manded by Sir Jeremiab Smithy in the N»rth-Sca, 
abundantly to repair the damage fultained at 
Chatham^ by taking great *. numbers of their 
merchant-mips, bound from the Baickt and 
Nonvajfy as alfo from, and to Franctj Spain^ 
Portugal and the Streigbts : And fomc Etiglifli 
frigates took a man of war, called Htt R^J- 
buys van Haerlem, which was going, with Tome 
others, to rejoin their fleet. 

This proved the laft aflion of the war. For 
on the 29th of y»««, 1667. the peace was con- 
cluded, and iigned at BreJa^ after two gene- 
jal engagements, wherein the Eaglijh were 
confefs'd 

* Lwensder Zeebeldco, tvucdt ietl. p. tjj. 
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confefs'd to be viAorious ; and a third, where-^ 
in the vidory appears to hare been unde- 
cided i betides the adions in the Vlie, and at 
Cbttbam^ whereof the latter made the greater 
noife; but the former was, in itfelf, a far 
greater advantage. For, tbo* the ruin of the 
town and ibips was no profit to thcEnglipti 
yet the lofs the HolUnders fuSered, on that 
occafton, was, perhaps, more considerable than 
that of the Englijh, during the whole coiirfe 
of this war. 

By the treaty of peace, the French were 
obliged to reftore all that they had taken 
from the EngUJh in the Wifi-hdUs ,■ and it 
was- agreed, between the EngU^ and the IM- 
JanJerSf that whatever forts or colonies were 
in the polfeffion of either party, before the 
20th of Mtjt (being the time when the trea- 
ty began) fhould be kept ; but that whatever 
Tnight happen to be taken afterwards fhould 
be reftored. 'Twas likewife agreed, (for per- 
petuating the peace between the crown of 
England and the Dutch republick) That aU 
offences, injuries, damages and loiCes, fultain- 
ed on either fjde, during this war, or at any 
time before, upon any pretence whatfoever, 
(hould be totally expunged, and buried in ob- 
livion. By this, and the foregoing article, 
the Dutch were allowed to keep poffeffion of 
Amboina and Toohroon ; and the Engltjh wcrC 

iponfirmed in the poffeffion of Nev-^efhtrianJ^ 
andl 
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aad whatever dfe they had taken by way oS 
reprilal from the Dmch : But Surinamf which ' 
WIS rceaken by bir yeba Harmon^ after the 20th 
of Majj was reftored,. by virtue of the lat- 
ter claufc of the foregoing article. In fine* 
ro prevent all difputes between the two Esfi' 
hniU CfmptmHtf it was farther ^reed. That 
commiffioners Ihould meetj in order to re- 
gulate the JWM-trade to mutual fatisfac- 
don. 

Such was the fuccefs of this fecond war of 
the Ejfglijh againft HoSand^ affilted by the con- 
federate powers of Franct and Denmari ,- which 
was rendered the more remarkable by the 
incidents of the great contagion, and hre of 
LtrnJoHj wherein the prodigious lofs of people 
and treafure was alone fufficicnt to have 
fiink the fpirits of any nation le{s tefolved 
than the Engl/Jh. 

The peace was followed by tht ftrpetual eilSg 
by which the ot}ice of ftadt-holder was for ever 
abolifticd within the Uwttd Provinces^ and the 
Captain or admiral-general obliged to fwear 
never to accept it, if at any time it ftiould 
be offered by any of the provinces. It feema 
the f a<ftion of the De Wits found this the 
firft favourable opportunity; having, till now, 
been prevented either by the power of the 
Orange-^Tty, or by their fear of the king of 
England's inclination to fupport the interelt <rf 
ttis nephew, the young prince. 

Peace 
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Peace being rcftoreJ to Europe^ the naval 
war foon transferred itfclf into Africa. For, 
the jilgerinet having lately committed fomc 
hoftilities againft the fiibjeds both of England 
and Haliand^ Sir Thomas AlUn was fent with t 
fguadron in the year 1669, who block'd up 
Algleri, taking and deftroying feveral of 
their fliips. 

In the mean time, fix of thofe Corfurf, from 
thirty-four to forty guns, being chafed by a 
D«(c-6-fquadron, under the command of Van 
Ghent, and retiring towards their own coaft, 
would probably have cfcaped, had not four or 
five Englijh frigates, under commadorc Beacb^ 
come in to the affiltance of the/)«rcA, and, af- 
ter a ctofe chale, obliged them to run a-ground : 
which fituation, being attack'd by the Eng- 
li^ and Dutch in their boats, they were all 
taken, after being left by their men i and 
a great number of chriftian flaves, of different 
nations, were releafed. The E»gU^ comma- 
dore prcfented fixtecn Z)««i&flaves to Van Gbtnt^ 
and received, by way of exchange, twenty 
Engltjh. But the fiiips, being leaky, were 
burnt. 

The fame year, fome Englt^ frigates at- 
tack'd feven of the enemy's bell fliips near Capt- 
Gaeta. The admiral and vice-admiral of the 
Barharians carried fifty-fix giin$ each, the 
rear-admiral fixty, arid the Icaft of the reft 
forty : B(it, after a fharp fight, the vice-ad- 
miral 
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admiral was Tuok^ and the reit retired rery 
much diHabled. And captain Kempthorn^ (af- 
terwards Sir Jobtt) being attack'd alone, by 
feven of thofe Corfairij defended himfelf fo 
well, that he funk two or three, and put 
the reft to flight. 

The jSigerinet continuing obftinate. Sir EJ' 
ward Sfrag appeared in the year 1670, before 
their capital, with a fquadron of men of war 
and frigates i but having cruifed fome days, 
without receiving any fatisfadory anfwer to 
his demands, he failed from thence with fix fri- 
gates and three iire-fliips, to make an attempt 
on a confiderable number of thofe Corfairs 
which lay in the haven of Bu^h. By the way, 
he lolt the company of two of his 6re-Ihips ; 
yet, not difcouraged by this accident, he perfift- 
cd in his refolution; Being come before the 
place, he broke the boom at the entrance of 
the haven, forced the BarbarUnt a-ground 
and (notwithftanding the fire of the caitle_) 
burnt feven of their ihips from twenty-four 
to thirty-four guns, together with three priz- 
es : After which he dcftroyed another of their 
fhips of war near Tadellis. 

Thefc and other misfortunes caufed fuch a 
tumult among the Barbanant that they mur- 
thcrcd their Dejy and chofe another, by whom 
the pe.ace was concluded to the fatisfa'Sion 
of the £wf///fc, on the 9th of Dtcember in the 
fame year, 

Sooa 
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Soon after this, there happened a tlurd wac 
with the Dutch J which had Uke to hare prov- 
ed fatal to their republick ; In what manner,' 
and upon what grounds, is now to be le^ 
lated. 

In the fummer of the year 1667, the Reneh 
king, on pretence of the rigfit of his queen, 
who was daughter to Thilip IV. of Sfain^ (not- 
withftanding his renunciation of all right and 
title to any part of the Spam^ dominions by 
the '^enean 'treaty) fell into the Spartljh-Ife' 
iberUnds with a mighty army, ravaged feve^ 
ral of the provinces, and took Charlerc^^ 0»* ' 
Jerwdf Attb^ Courtraj and Lijltj to the endan^ 
gering of HoUand. Whereupon, to prevent 
his further progrefi, the court of England en- 
tered into a ftrii% defenfire league with the 
Dutchy into which the king of Sweden being 
afterwards admitted, it was called the Triple 
jiiliance. By this means, the R-emh were fic^ 
cd in their career, and a peace was con- 
cluded between the crowns of B-mm and Sftam 
at ^Xy in the end of jipril^ j66S, 

The ftates-general having been zealous in 
forming the Triple Alliance (as being more 
jjearly concerned in the prefervation of the 
Spam^'Netbetlandt than any Others) the Fremh 
king, who found all his projeAs were bro-. 
ken by it, foon came to a refolution to take 
his revenge on the Dutch. Wuh this view, 
he fct 911 his engines at work^ to hinder the 
execution 
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execution of the alliance, and even (wac ic 
poffible) to difpofe the courc of England to 
come into his meafures for humbling chat 
nation. A plan of the defign was commu- 
nicated (as Tome fuppofe by the ducheft of 
Orkmt^ king CharUs's dfter) and fuch effec- 
tual means were ufed to induce the king to 
approre it^ that at laft the Frenchf depending 
on the affiftance of England^ began to put 
the defign in execution. 

The firft ftep they took was the laying 
heary impofts on the Dutch commodities in 
Frmcti which impofts were continued, not- 
withftanding all the complaints and remon- 
fttMcei of the ftates. Hereupon, the ftatei 
prohibited the importation of Frtncb brandy 
and manufaAures into the Vmtei Frovlmces i 
and caking umbrage at a rumour of the Frmeb 
king's delign to march towards Dmkirk with 
a confiderable army (which feemed to threa- 
ten Dutch FUndtrs and Zealand) they brought 
to Sea a powerful fleet to obferve his motions, 
after having invited Englmid to do the like. 

This fleet lying before Domturg on their 
own coaft, under the command of the ad-' 
miral Fim Ghent, it happened Jug, 12, 1671. 
that a yatch called the Merlin^ with the 
king of BtgUnd's flag, failing from the Maefe 
for Englandj paffed, dther defignedly oc hy 
accident, through the midft of them : To- 
which the Dmb admiral refufing to ftrike, 

b9 
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he tfat fired upon by the EttgU^ captain. 
The want of refped to the roy^ flag -wat 
much rcfented by the court of MngUnJ, and 
the captain of the yatch was^ at his return^ 
rewarded with a gold chain, for fo boldly via* 
dicating the honour of the crown. 

Yet perhaps this difference might eafily 
have been accommodated^ had not a rupture 
with Holland been already agreed on betweea 
the two crowns. For tbo' this rcfuiy of the 
Dutch admiral to ilrike was contrary to the 
meaning or intention of the treaties fubfifl- 
ing between the nations (forafmuch as ftrikr 
ing muft be underllood to be required as 
an honour to the flag, by what king's fhip 
focrer it be carried) yet the words of chofe 
treaties feemed to require ftriking only to 
men of war. 

On occafion of this difference, the Frtnek 
king offered his mediation j wluch was ac- 
cepted by the fiates. This offisr, which feeins 
to bare been dciigned to render. the l>mtcbie>- 
cure, by removing their jealoufy of the Fronfr 
preparations by land, was not without its 
cffe(% : So that the faction of the De ifin^ 
(which ftill late at the helm) appear to have 
been over-reached by much the fame arti- 
fice they had ofed with king Ciarlai ; whom 
they firft laid aflcep by a treaty of peace, 
after repeated proteflations of their incltna>* 
tion to it^ and aveilion to war ; and then, 
took 
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took the opportunity to enter the rirer. Whac 
fuccefe this finenefs of the ^eneb had after- 
wards, when, attacking the Duteb by land, 
they made fuch incredible progrefTes, may be 
icen in other authors: Our defign confines 
lu chiefly to the Sea. 

About this time, a medal wag ftruck in 
Ranetf expreffing the defigns and pretenftons 
of the two co^ederate kings, with regard 
to the projeAed war. On the one fide, was 
represented the fun drawing forth vapours 
from the bogs, with this motto, EvtaA ftd 
difiittiam i I hare raifed them, but will fcat- 
ter them : refleding on the fervice former- 
ly done the Dutebj by the arms of B-anet^ in 
faelping to raife them to fuch a pitch of gran- 
deur; and likewile, the prefent defign of 
Fraitee to humble them. On the rcTcrfe, 
were the moon and fca, with thefc words, 
Ji£bi foil ohtmperat t^^uofj Me alone the Sea 
obeys; denoting the ancient pretenHon of 
JEngUmd CO the fovereigtity of the adjacent 
Seas. 

The Brtucb court, the more effeAually to 
engage the king of England on their Ude, 
had, it feems, difcovered a propofal lately 
made to them by the penlioner Dt Wit, for 
forming a confederacy againft 'England : Which 
double-dealing of the pensioner, joined with 
the king's refentment of the late conduft 
of the Dutebj in the affair of Chatbam, their 
want 
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wane of rcfpcd to his flag, the perpetual tdlB^ 
affronts from Corntllits de IVit and the rabble 
in HoSanJf the negled of fending coromif- 
fioners for regulating the Eafi-InJia-tvadCf as 
was ftipulated in the late treaty of Breda^ 
together with fome fecret intcrcfls and en- 
gagementSj ftruclc thofe fparks, that after- 
wards produced lb great a flame. Tho' fom^ 
of thcfe incentives were, perhaps, too much 
exaggerated by the penfioners, and emiffarics 
of Frame; yet the Englijh couft thought pro_ 
per to begin the war, without any formal 
declaration, as againft people, who, by non- 
performance of articles, had made void tb6 
former treaties. 

Sir Robert Holms^ who began the rcprilals 
which were the forerunners of the late war, 
was pitched upon to Itrike the firft ftrok^ 
of this, by attacking the t>utcb Smyrna, and 
tiiihon-JUetf, 

The Dutch, haying fotric fufpicioii of thi« 
defign, had fent out feveral veflels to order 
thofe fleets to avoid the Channel, and to returrt 
by the Nerth of Scotland. But, when the firft 
of thofe advice-boats met them, they were al- 
ready fo far advanced, that 'twas judged very 
difficult, if not impoflible, to change their 
courfe againft the wind. They therefore re- 
folved to follow their courfe thro' the Channel^ 
and, at the fame time, to put themfelves into 
«t good a poAur? of defence as poUible. Ac- 
Q cordingIy> 
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cordingly, the merchant-fhipSj beingjfcverity- 
one, or (according to Montmus) eighty-two 
in number, convoyed by fix men of war, af- 
ter having thrown great quantities of goods 
over-board, to clear the decks, divided them- 
fclves into three fquadrons, each guarded by 
two men of war, and together forming a 
femi-circle or half-moon. 

The fuddennefs of their approach was the 
caul'e, that they found the Effglifh unprovid- 
ed J the fquadron defigned for the attack not 
being all ready. Only feven or eight frigates 
were in a condition to put to Sea : A force 
little fuperior to the Dittcb convoy. Yet 
with thefe 'twas refolved to begin the at- 
tack, and, if poflible, to difordcr and detain 
them, tin a reinforcement could come up. 

At the back of the ifle of ff^ight, March i j* 
167*^, the Englijh with their fmall fquadron 
and three ketches, got fight of the Dufckf 
who (as the EngUJh accounts fay) neglcifted to 
Ilrike their flags, and lower their top-fails, at 
the firing of the firft fliot ^ whereupon. Sir 
Rehtrt fired a fecond, upon which, they lower- 
ed their top-fails i but ftill refufed to ftrike 
their flags. In the mean time Sir Ro^wf 'com- 
ing up with Adrian de Haas^ a 'Ltalund Cap^ 
tain, who was commadore of the Dutch con- 
voy, called to him to come on board : Which 
he refufing, and fending bne of his under- 
officers in hii itead^ Sir Rebm_ laluted him 
with 
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with a broad-iide. Upon, this, a fharp en- 
gagement enfued between very unequal par- 
ties. My lord Ojjory engaged another Dutch 
captain, called Du Bois ; and the reCt fell on, 
where they faw the belt advantage, Itnving 
with their utmoft force and skill to diforder 
the Dutch fquadrons. The convoys, on the 
contrary, did theit belt, and the merchant- 
ihips (among which were many that were 
well furnifhed with cannon, and as fit for 
battery, as moft of the Engllp frigates) en- 
couraged by the weaknefs of the affaiiants, 
were not backward to fecond their convoys. 
The combat (which refembled that of the 
fword-Hfh and the whale) lafted with greac 
fury above two hours, till about an hour paft 
fun-fet, when the darknefs put an end to 
it, after the Dutch commadore, De Haatj had 
been killed by Sir Reiert. 

The following day, the Ertglljh being re-' 
inforced by four other frigates, and a ketch 
or two, renewed the fight. Sir Rol>ert again 
attack'd the fhip of De Haasj which was 
commanded by the fecond captain: And my 
lord Ojforji boarded Du Sou, who, upon that 
occafion, lolt his left hand. But the EngHJh, 
having to do with fuch multitudes, could 
gain no confiderable advantage that morning. 
Sir R/>hertj however, not being ealjly dis- 
couraged, and refolving, tho' wounded, not 
altogether to lofc his errand, wade a third 
O 2 and 
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and more defpcrate attack in the afrernooo, 
with eight ftlipi ^ which were then his whole 
force, the reft having been fcnt home dif- 
abled. This laft effort faccecded fo well, that 
he cut off from the line a man of war of 
fifty-four guns, which he boarded and took, 
after a flout refiftancc, the captain himfelf, 
and many of his men, being killed in the ac- 
tion. But the IV/Kf, having received feveral 
ihocs under-water, funk foon after. Then 
attacking the merchant- fhips that were near- 
eft, he took two, very richly laden, from 
Smyrna and Meffma, together with two or 
three others of lefs value. But, this being 
after fun-fet, the £«f///h could reap no more 
fruit of the advantage they had gained ; and 
the Dutch found means to efcape, by favour 
of the night. 

On this occafion, Montanm^ a noted T>utch 
liiftorian, tells us. That his countrymen gain- 
ed much honour, by having fo bravely defend- 
ed themfelves againft feventeen itout Engli^ 
fliips. It feems, he reckons the ketches, Vi 
make up the number. It mutt, however, 
be confefs'd, that the Daub behaved them- 
felves very well, and that the En^lijh fuffered 
confiderably in this bold adion. But Afoti' 
tarntt miftakes, in faying, my lord OJJorj was 
tilled : For 'tis well known, that he out- 
lived the war, of which this adion was bne 
a beginning. 

The 
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The in-humoor of the Engiijb court, with 
regard to the Dutch, was foun after Increafed 
by news from the E^p-JniUs. For the Englljh' 
Company, having laid out great funis in prc- 
fcnts to the court of Ja^an, loft their moncy^ 
and failed of a ihare in that profitable trade^ 
through the reprefentations of the Dutcb-Com- 
fany, importing^ that king Charles had married 
the Infanta of Portugal, and entered into an 
alliance with that nation, which, of all o- 
thers, is the moft odious to the Japanefi. 

The attack of the Dutch Smyrna, and Liibm 
fleets, was foon followed by a declaration of 
war on the fide of England, partly founded 
on the reafons above-mentioned ; and this was 
followed by another declaration^ on the pare 
of France. 

War being declared, the preparations, on 
both fides, were made with all poffible dili- 
gence. The Dutch, partly to be the fooner 
ready, and partly to prevent the lofs of fo 
many rich merchant-fhips, as were taken in 
the firft war, were again content to forbid 
all trade, to the great impoycrifliment of the 
country. 

In England, tho* the court were very zea- 
lous for profccuting the war, with the utraoft 
vigour J yet the people in general were averfe 
to it. They were jealous of the growing am- 
bition of France, and forefaw that the ruin 
of Holland would equally tend to the weaken- 
O J ing 
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ing of the proteftant intereft, and the in- 
crcafe of the Frtnch power. This was the 
caufe that feveral of the hrareft and moit ex- 
perienced officers, who had fignaUzed them- 
fclves in the former wars, either declined the 
fcrvice or engaged in it very unwillingly : 
And fuch notions, being fpread among the 
common Sea-men, cauJed the fervice in ge- 
neral to become odious. 

As, by thefe incidents, the EngHfh Sea- 
forces were rendered lefs formidable in them- 
fetves, fo they became yet weaker by being 
joined with allies, who were not only novices 
in Sea-fights, but had too limited a conimiffion : 
For, it feemsj the French court, on the ac- 
count of their great fucceffes by land, look- 
ing upon Holland as 3 certain conquefi, gave 
no orders to their fquadron to fecond the 
£»g/{//j, as wasexpe^cd; being content rather 
that the Eriglip Jhould be lofers, than that 
the Dutci-Reetf which they almoft counted as 
their own, fhould fufFer. 

There was likewjfe one incident, which ren- 
dered the Dutco ftronger at Sea than could 
have been imagined. 'Tis well known that 
the party of the De mts had at this time 
the management of affairs in the XJmted B-o- 
v'mccs. Thofe De tVits were iworn enemies 
10 the houlc of Orange ^ chiefly in revenge 
of their father Jacob Dt Wli's imprifonment 
in the houfe of Loevtfie'm j from whence their 
fai^ion 
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hAion took the name of the Loevefiem Varty^ 
Wherefore, the young prince of Orange being 
in the beginning of this war placed at the 
head of the army, thofe politick gentlemen 
are faid to have advifed the Itrengthening of 
the Sea-forces, to the weakening of the ar- 
my, with deiign to cxpofe the young prince 
to fome difgrace, upon his entering on his 
command *. 

During this war, was clearly feen the vaft 
growth of the riches and power of the C7«/r- 
edProvincei^ fince the infant ftate of their rcr 
publick. For whereas in the time of WiUiam 
I. of Orange^ they could not have credit for 
fourteen thouland guilders, but uponpromifc 
of repaying double the fum ; and were forc- 
ed to pawn the bells of the Hague on ano- 
ther occafion, for raifing the fum of fifteen 
hundred guilders; yet 'tis computed that, in 
this dangerous ftate of their affairs, they raif^ 
ed yearly no lefs than fixcy millions of guilder*, 
or about five millions and an half Iterling. 

The Engltjh fleet, being ready, was foon af- 
ter joined by a French fquadron under com- 
mand of the count D' Efirees. The confe- 
derates were divided into three fquadrons, 
1//S1, the Red commanded by the duke of Tork 
. as chief- admiral, in the center, the M^bhe (or 
French fquadron) under the count D' Efirees 
vice-admiral of France^ on the right, and the 
O 4 Blut 

* Montanus in herLeveoyan Wia.Hitidrik, p. ijj. 
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Blue under the carl of Sandwich on the left;. 

There is a great difFercngc among the Dutci 
hiftorianSj in their accounts of the flrength 
of both parties. Montanus tells us that the 
Etigli^ had alone an hundred and fifteen fhips^ 
moit of them large, befides twenty-fou(- 
Jtetchesi and that the French were forty-eight 
fail of ftout (hips *. This author, it fecms, 
CO make up a number, reckons men of war 
and iire-Oiips, viduallers and hofpital-fhip;, 
without diftjniftion. But monf. De NeufviUt, 
jn his hiftory of Holland^ fays the Enplijh had but 
iixty-five men of war, and the French thirty^- 
fix, befides twenty-two firelhips : Which a- 
grees with the Englijh account. 

The Hollanders (according to Montanus) had 
jio more than feventy-five fail of men of war, 
twenty-three fire-ftiips and fourteen yatche^. 
But the author of Tramp's life, (who writ 
fince, and was cither more fincere or bet;- 
ter informed) fays theyhad ninety-one men 
of war, forty-four fire-ftiips and twenty-three 
yatches ; being in all an hundred fifty-eight 
fail. And 'tis remarkable, that tho' another 
poted Dutch author f thinks fit to follow the 
report of the Englijb being an hundred and 
fixceen men of war, and the Dutch but fe- . 
venty-four or five, yet he makes the numb?r 
of guns ^Imoft equalj that of the EngHJhhc- 

H 
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ing four thoufand tiinecy-twc^ and that of 
the Dutch four thoufand twenty-oine. 

The confederate fleet lying at anchor ia 
SouUbay^ May i-j, 1672, the wind N. £. » 
Aiff* galCf 'tis credibly reported^ that the earl 
of Sandwkb being, with the other flag-oflicers, 
invited to an entertainment a-board the duke 
of Turk's fliip, took the liberty, in tlJc midft 
of their jollitry, to fay. That the fleet was 
in danger of being furpri^ed, as the wind 
then Hood, and that therefore 'twas his opi- 
nion, that they ought to weigh anchorj and 
put out to Sea: Whereupon, the duke, by a 
ftidden reply, feeming to reflei* on this cau- 
tion of the eart, as the effed of fear, *tis faid, it 
caufed in him fuch a refentment, as was fuppor 
fed to have occafioncd the lofi both of himlblf 
andhi^fliip in the following ..engagement. 

The event, however, fopn difcovered the 
prudenpc of th? earl's advice : For the foUow- 
;ng day, between two and three in the morn- 
ing, the fcout-fliips, by firing their cannon^ 
gave notice of the enemy's approach, Where- 
upon, the confederate^, cutting their cables, 
ranged themfelves in as good order as the 
time would permit. The refolution of the 
earl of San4wUb (who failed almoil alone to 
lieep off the enemy) joined with a fudden 
calm, faved the fleet j which otherwife WoiUd 
have been endangered by the fire-fliip^. 
^ that wc i»ay fay of this noble earl, that 

W 
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B8 he was the chief caufe of the defeat given 
to the HoSaitderi in the firft fight of the fe- 
cond war ; fo he was a principal occalion of 
preventing the ruin of the EngU^ and French 
in this remarkable engagement^ which was 
the firft of the third war. But this his faith- 
fulnefs to his prince and country, joined with 
his refentmcnt of the late affrontj proved fa- 
tal to himfelf j as may appear by the fe- 
quel 

SeuUbaji the theatre on which this naval 
tragedy was a&ed, has Holland to the South- 
£<!/, and lies extended Nortl) and Seuth. On 
the North it inclines to the Eafij and on the 
Soutb to the Ifejlj in fuch a manner, that the 
Frencbj who lay to the Soutb^ had more Sea- 
room than the J3/«e-fquadron, which lay to , 
the North. 

The Dutchj ifrho were likewife divided into 
three fquadrotis, under command of De Rioter, 
having the advantage of the wind, which, af- 
ter the calm, was become Soutb^Eaji, began 
the engagement between fevcn and eight in 
the morning. ' De Ruber's fquadron, which 
■was in the center, attack'd the Red, com- 
manded by his royal highnefs the duke; who 
was engaged with him, fhip to Ihip, about 
two hours. Bunkert, who led the van, aded 
againft the ffhite^ or French-tqaadron, under 
D'EJheei ; and f^an Ghent againft the Blue, un- 
der the earl of Sandmcb, 

The 
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The earl, beii^ advanced foroewhat before 
the others with his brave fliipj the Ryral James, 
carrying a hundred gons, and about right 
hundred men, and interpofing himfelf be- 
tween his, yet difordered, fquadron and the 
enemy, wa» firfl: attack'd by captain Braixl 
(the fame that began the attack at Chatham) 
who with his Ihip, Greet Holland, of fixty 
guns, followed by a fire-fliip, iailcd out ctf 
De Ruyter's fquadron, and was foon fecoaded 
by the whole fquadron of Vam Ghent. Braktl, 
depending on the alHAance of his friends^ 
(who, coming oiF before the wind, could bet- 
ter relieve him, than the Englifli could the 
earl againft the wind) failed up boldly, and 
grappled his fliip fait to the Rojal James^ 
• While the earl was encountering Brakel, he 
was attack'd by Van Ghent, with others of the 
enemy's men of war and iire-Jhips, againft all 
which, he defended himfelf, at leaft, two 
hours, killing Van Ghent, admiral of the ene- 
my's fquadron *, linking three fire-fhips, and 
B man of war, that would have laid him a- 
board on the other fide ,• and at laft, having 
difengaged himfelf from Brakd's Ihip, (which 
he had reduced to the ftate of a wreck, ma- 
king himfelf mailer above decks, wounding 
Brakel, killing and wounding almoft all his 
officers, and above two thirds of his men^ 
'tis conceived he might have made an ho- 
nourable 
' Montanus in her Lcycn van W'if. aW. p. 345* 
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nourable recreate and hare rejoined his fqua- 
dron. But his great foul, it feemSj being 
ioot able to forget his yefterday's affront, 
snd fcorning to lire after fo publick a re- 
fte&ion on his honour, he flill continued 
the unequal combat, tho* not well feconded 
by his Cjuadron : For Sir Jofefb Jordan^ his 
vice-admiral, with fcreral others, initcad of 
reljering him, as they might hare done, fail- 
ed to the Rfi, to affift the duke of Terk, who 
About this time was bafely deferted by the 
Fi'eneb. Having thus defended himfelf till noon, 
0»d given (as a certain Dutch hiftorian expreffes 
it) the utmofi preofi of unfertmate valour, a fourth 
fire-fhip, covered by the fmoak of the enemy, 
grappled the Royd Jamts and fet her in a flame. 
As for the carl himfelf, being unwilling to 
!earc his fliip, whilft there was the iealt hope 
of faring her, he was left almoft alone to 
encounter the fire and the enemy : Which 
having done for fome time in vain, leaping 
through the flames into the Sea, he ended 
his life, to his immortal honour, and to the 
great regret of his country. 
, Thus rcrenged fell the brave earl of Sani- 
wichj a man of no left wifdom than courage; 
who ha^ Ihcwn his abilities not only in the 
»war but in the cabinet, having with equal 
praife difcharged the offices of admiral and 
ambalTador. His body disfigured by the flames 
was found by the Etf^Ufi, and honourably in- 
terred 
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terred in king Hemy VIl's Chapel at the puV 
lick expencc. 

'Tis faidj that, during this engagement, 
three failors, belonging to the Royal Jamet, 
ran up to the main-top-maft-head of BrakeVt 
fhip and took down his pendant; but that 
Braiel in the mean time being difcngaged, by 
getting loofe the grappling irons, they re-, 
mained aboard and were made prifoners. 

The refpeft due to the memory of fo great 
a man, as the earl of Sandwich, obliges me 
here to take notice of a calumny of fome Dutch 
hiltorians, who inform us that, finding him- 
felf gaul'd by BrakeVs cannon, he would have 
delirercd up his fhip, had Brakel carried a flag. 
But as this would have been very different 
from all the anions of his life, fo 'tis abun- 
dantly confuted by the obftinate defence he 
afterwards made againil Fan Ghent, to whom 
(as being a flag-officer) he might have far- 
rendered with lefs dilhonour, had he been fo 
inclined. 

But to proceed. The death of their admi- 
ral (who was killed by the earl of Sandwich) 
together with the furious attack of part 
of the earl's fquadron *, which ( tho' too 
Ute ) came in. to his refcue, caufed foon 
after fuch confufion in the fquadron of Fan 
Ghent, that they held off and left the engage- 
ment for a confiderablc time; Which gave 
opportunity 

• Uven v*n Di Rujttr, Dt StufniSi, ^. 1. 1. 5, ch. 8. 



D,g,t,7P:hy Google 



822 Columna R^ftrata, 

opportunity to the f^ff-fquadron to join the 
Red, and toaffift the duke of 7orkt who (af- 
ter he was abaadoned by the French) was in 
danger of being. opprelTed by two of the en&- 
jny's fquadrons ander De Rujter and Battiert. 
On this occafion, * CBrneliat Evertfon, the ad- 
miral of Zfsiandf was killed, and De Rujter 
and Jllemonde narrowly efcapcd being burnt 
by the fire-ftips. But, Van Ghent's fquadron 
poming at laft to their alfiftance, the 6ght 
went on with greater fury. 

In the mean time, the French (who, as was 
faid, cofnpofcd the ff^iVe-fquadron) inltead of 
icconding the efforts of the EngUp, ftill kept 
sloof, and left them to encounter the whole 
force of the enemy with the diladrantage of two 
to three^ But, notwithftanding this vail ine- 
quality of numbers, the Dutch tuftorians agree 
that the fight was maintained with great fu- 
ry till night. Towards the end of the fight, 
great havock was made among the enemy's 
fire-fhips, of which five or fix (as the Dutch 
themfelves relate) were deftroyed by one £»- 
glifii man of war. At laft, the whole Dutch 
fleet being fcattercd and in difordcr, and Sir 
Jofepb Jordan with the fl/«e-fquadron gettii^ 
the wind of them, Z)e ^j-w'sihipwasia great 
dai^er of being taken or burnt : But being 
got loofe from the fire-lhip which grappled 
her, that admiral took the opportunity to 
draw 

* Levcns <Jei ZeehsUeu twcede de«l ^ . i66. 
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draw together his fieetj and (by thecoofeffion 
6t the Dutcb hiftorian who writ his life) firft 
quitted the place of bactle^ and failed to the 
I^orthward *. 

This makes me juftly admire at a certain 
Englipj writer tj who informs uschat the figfit' 
ended about noon, after the EngUfit had got-, 
ten the weather-gage (rf the Dittob. 

Notwithftandirig what hath been iaid, ft- 
veral of the Dut^ hiftorians boaft of the ad- 
vantage, becaufe (as they report) the Engli^ 
(wh» were to the windward) did not renew 
the tight the next day. An infinuation too 
frivolous, confiderirg the behaviour of the 
French, the day before. 

But the Englljh^ with much more reafoiis 
may challenge the honour of the day, not 
only becaufe their enemy left them mafters 
of the place of battle, but likewife becaufe 
(as the Dutch themlelvcs confefs) they took 
and carried oif a man of war, called Stai/e- 
rtn ; whereas tli<e Dutcb could fiiew no toketi 
of vidory. For tho' they fay they took pof- 
feflion of the Catharht, which, being leaky and 
in diftrefi, had made the fignal for help, yet 
the leaks by theiraffiftance being flopped, they 
confefs the Englijb, who werfe left on board, 
retook and carried her fafe to England \\. 

The 

• Leven van Di Ruyttr in Fol. p. tf7f . ^ 

t C«i('j DeietUons, p. ^8i, 

)j Levcn van Ot Rajur. ' ~ , ' , i 
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The lateft Dutch hiftorians make the \<^s of 
the EngU^ in thi* battle not to exceed four 
or five men of war (which account feetns to 
be the truth) and confefs the lofs of thre^ 
of their own ; viz.', the Jo^wa captain Dik funk, 
the Wtfiergo burntj and the Sta-vertn captain 
JElx-tvitr taken^ with one ruinedj viz. Great 
Holland^ the ihip of Braktl. As for the Freacb, 
it feems thatj notwithitanding their caution, 
they lolt two men of war, one of which was 
burnt and the other funk, and had their rear- 
admiral, monfieur De la Rakeniere, killed. 

But fome of the Dutch authors (who writ 
about the time of the war) confefs the lofs 
of but one of their own men of war, viz., 
the Jefhua, and give an account of a fomer 
what greater lofs, on the fide of the confer 
derates. This they feem to have taken up 
on the credit of common-fame, which, at that 
time and the following year, fpoke loudly of 
advantages gained at Sea, to make fome amends 
for their ill fucccfs by land, and thereby to 
, keep up the finking fpirits of the people t* 
For, 'tis particularly remarkable, that the 
news of this battle came juft at the time when 
the Hollanders were in the utmoft confterna- 
tion, by reafon of the lofs of Weftlf Orjijfy Bih 
rii, Reesy Emnvrlkt and Rijaherg j the laft. of 
which was judged to be of fuch importance, 
that the penfioner Dt Wit^ on the news of 

is 
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its furrenderj is reported by Montantu to have 
burft out in thcfe words. It Rhjnberg furmm 
derei: Then half the country u lofi. Here « no 
ether way but to a^ee with France at well at 
we c*n. 

Nothing can give a: jufter idea of this en- 
gagement than the teftimony of the Dutch 
admiral De Rjtyter, who (according to the 
letter of Cortielitu De Wit to the ftatcs) de- 
clared, that he had never been in fo conti- 
nual and obftinate a fight, as happened on 
the fide of the EngUP) *. 

When the news of this adion reached the 
Hague, tho' the Itates thought fit to counte- 
nance the report of a vi^ory, (foDowing there- 
in the advice of De Wit, rather than that of 
De Ruyter) yet they made no publick rejoy- 
cings i buc finding themfelves fore preffed 
both by Land and Sea, they refolved to dif< 
patch ambaifadors to the king of England, 
to fue for peace. Thefe fet out, about the 
middle of Jftne, for London : But, their propo- 
fals being rejcdcd, they foon returned. The 
demands infifted on by the king (befides the 
honour to be paid to his flag, not only by 
fingle Ifaips, but likewife by whole fleets) werc^ 
A million of pounds Sterling, for reparation 
of damages, and the charges of the war : Ten 
thoufend pounds a year for the liberty of filh- 
ing on the Brltifii coaft : The fovereignty of 
P fuch 

* finef ria Cornelius De Wit in tet Lcvea rin Tiong. ' 
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fuch of the UmtedProvincts At wcrc not de- 
manded by che confederate kings (or^ at leaftj 
the offices of perpetual ftadt-holder^ captain 
and admiral-general) for the prince of Orange^ 
and his male ilTue : A fhare of the wh(^ 
Eafi-hdia trade : The pofleffion of the city of 
^uji in Banders ; and the iflands of Cadzatat 
ffalcberetiy Goeree and P^oorti. 

On the fruitleis return of the ambafladors, 
the common people in Holland (efpecially at<t 
Dort^ Ltydenj Delft^ Tergouiv and Hatrlem) were 
all tumult and con^fion. The rich fent 
their moft valuable goods to England, Ham' 
burgh^ and other places : And the general 
outcry wiasj That their gOYcrnors were be- 
trayers of their country, and the caufes of all 
its misfortunes. Kor could the people be in 
any meafure appeafed, till the dates cH 
Holland and Ztaland declared the young 
prince of Orange fladt-holder, admiral, and 
general of thole two provinces j and the 
ftates-general (tho' much againft the mind 
of the De JViu) repealed the ptrpetual tdiB, and 
conftituted him general and admiral of all 
the other provinces. This was looked upon 
as the laft and only means of refioring their 
affairs, 

/ About this time, the credit of the pro- 
vince of Holland (which had been the mofl 
flouriflung in £»r«f«) w«8 become fo low, thac 
their 
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their bonds were difcounted at the rate o£ 
70 per Cent. loft. 

Mean while, the confederates (who had ta- 
ken ^bove eighty ftrong towns and forts, 
and extended their conquefts, by land, into 
all the provinces, except only Zealand) ap- 
peared with their fleet on the coaft o£ 
the laft mentioned province (which, if con- 
quered, was to have fallen to the fiiarc of 
England) with intention to make a defccnt- 
Herc they found the Dutch fleet: But,' not 
thinking proper to attack them among 
their fands, they deferred the execution 
of their defign, and proceeded to block up 
the Maefe and Texel ; hoping by that means 
to draw the Hollanders from their advan- 
tage. 

Coming before the/ Texel, they formed a 
defign againft the ifland of that name j but 
the execution is faid to have been prevpnt- 
ed by an extraordinary ebb, which laftcd 
twelve hours, to the admiration of all intet* 
ligent feamen : The ebb is likewife faid to 
have been followed by a ftorm, which did 
fome damage <o the fleet. 

After having for fome time alarmed the 
coaft, they had the fortune to cake an Eafi-Indla 
advice-fliip, coming from Ctylon^ with a con- 
fidcrable lading. By this means, having got- 
ten intelligence, that fourteen Dutch Eafi-Indta 
ihips were on their way home, they pofted 
P 2 them-- 
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thejnfelTCs near the DoggerfsnJ, with defign 
to intercept them. But neither would this 
delign fucceed; for the Eafi'India-mcn found 
means to cfcape into the river Emt. On 
the contraryj a Zealand caper took an EngU^ 
EaJt-hdia-^\'^^ called the Falcon, and carried 
her into Bergen. 

While the confederate fleet was thus bra- 
ving it on the coaft, the diftradions, among 
the people in Holland, revired and increafed. 
The Sea-officers upbraided f each other with 
cowardice, and ncgled of duty. And even 
the extraordinary fervices of Dt Ruyttr could 
hardly fecure him from the rage of the un- 
grateful rabble ; who accufed him^ as a be- 
trayer of his country. On the 17th of Au- 
gafi, the rage of the people rofc to that de- 
gree of madnefs, that they attempted to plun- 
der and demolilh the houfe of that brave pa- 
triot, who had ever been the firmcft pillar of 
the ftate : And, could they have feized his 
perfon, 'tis probable^ their country would the 
next year have wanted a deliverer. This 
happened at Amfierdam : But at the Hague, 
where the innocence of the perfons accufed 
was left clear, the popular difcontent and 
fury became more general, and the event fa- 
tal. The penfioner, John de Wit, had long 
been at the head of a party, which, tho' moft 
powerful in the ftatc, had always found ftrong 
oppofition 

t HifloiiB de Hollaad, par MpnC de NeufVilit* 
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oppofition from the body of the people : Info- 
muchj that even when his miniltry was at- ■ 
tended with fuccefs, both himfelf and his bro- 
ther met with feveral affronts and mortifica- 
tions. 'Twas therefore no difficult matter 
to forefee, that any confiderable misfortune 
would precipitate that fall, which fuccefs 
could hardly prevent. But that his fall (hould 
be attended with fo tragical a fate, both o£ 
himfelf and his brother, was matter of fur-, 
prize to all the world. 

In this dangerous coniun(aure, a refolu- 
tion was taken by the itateSj to leave no 
means unattempted, but to make their ut- 
moft efforts to refcue their diftrefs'd coun- 
try. In the mean time, the ZealanJers. de- 
clared. That if all endeavours fliould prove 
vain, they would rather embrace the Englijh 
Liberty, than fubmit to the French Take : Which 
had they done (by a voluntary furrender of 
their province to the crown of England) 'tis 
probable, that the acquifition of the other . 
provinces would have been no very confide-^ 
rable addition to the greatnefs of France. 

But to proceed. The endeavours of the 
confederates, to draw the Dmch fleet from 
the coaft of Zealand^ having been without 
fuccefs, they foon after returned to the coaft 
of England^ and the Hollanders retired into 
their ports : And thus ended the naval tranf- 
adions of this year in Eurofe. 

P 3 The 
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The contending parties were not idle in 
other parts of tl^e world. Sir Toi^iaf Bridges, 
with five or fix fliips and. a regiment of foot 
fcom Barbadoes, made hiniftlf mal^r of the, 
il^and of Tobago, taking alpout four hundred, 
phfoners and. five j^undred, Qayes, On the, 
other fid?, the Dutch with five or f^ hun- 
dfed men poffelTed . themlelvcs of, the i^ii4, 
St. Hefenaj lying off, the coalt of Africa : For, 
the fort not being defenfible, on the land-fide, 
the Englijh governor and his people, after ha-i 
ving feyeral times repulfcd the enemy, re- 
tired with all their molt valuable effe^ on, 
board fome Engllfit and , French fliips, as find- 
ing it in^poffible to preferve the, iQand .after 
their landing. But coniraadore Mon4y being., 
fent with four men of war to convoy the 
Eiigli^ £#/-:WJ«-flcetj and .perceiving, on hi? - 
arrival at St. Helena, what, had happijned, re- 
fojyed 10 attempt to retake it. He was the 
rather induced to take this refolution, for want 
of frefli water. Accordingly,, landing foroe 
men on that fide of the iOand which is moft: 
acceffible, and at the lame time attacking the 
fort wirh .his fliips, he eafily fuccecded in 
his dqfign. The ifland being thus retaken, 
ic.ferved the Englijb as a net to inclofeand' 
take the enemy's ftiips. For a D^itch Eaji-ln.- 
"^iV.fhip. catted the Earopa^ coming to St Hele- 
na' witix a npw goverjior on board, wasleiz- 
ed. And loon after, fix. others appearing, in 
%ht 
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ijght of the iflandj the EngU^ commadorej the 
better to confirm them in the opinion, thaf' 
their countrymen were ftill in poffcffion, cauf- 
cd the Dutch flag to be difplayed from the fort \ 
Which ftratagem had fo good eiFed, that, the 
£a/-Wj<> fiiips approaching nearer, their vice* 
admiral and rear-admiral were taken with great 
riches j as would the others likcwife hare 
been, liad not the Engli^ difcorered them- 
fclvcfi fomewhat too foon. On the other fidej 
the Uollandtrsj who attempted the ifland Bom- 
ivjf, were beaten off with great lofs. But 
near M/falpatnamj thirteen Dutch men of war 
and fome other veffels being fomewhat raft-, 
ly engaged by ten Engltjh men , of war an J, 
merchant- Hiips, there happened a long; and 
bloody fight, which ended with the death of 
the Dutch vice-admiral, John B-edtrikfm, and - 
the toft of three Engllfi mcrchant-ftiips. 

But to return to Europe. In the beginning, 
of Majf 1673, the Dutch fleet being as good 
a« ready for the defence, of their coafts, a. 
letter was written by the young prince of 
Orange^ their admiral-general, exhorting fhc 
officers and lailors freely to fpend their blood 
in the caufc of liberty : Which letter fcems 
not to have altogether failed of producing 
its effea. 

In England^ tho' nothing was negleifted by 

the court to bring a formidable fleet to Sea^ 

yet they - met with gre^t difficulties from the 

P 4 parliamenc 
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parliament^ of which, at leaft, two thirds had 
declared therafelves for Holland againfl Franct ; 
And the greateft part of the people, follow- 
ing the fentiments of the parliatnent^ feem- 
cd very averfe to a war, wherein only the 
Englipi were to fight, and the French to con- 
quer. 

The delay, occafioned by thefe divifions, en- 
couraged the Hollanders to try an experiment. 
Having provided feveral veffels laden with 
Itones, they came with defign to link them 
in the narrow part of the Tiamti ; but find- 
ing the Ertglifit better upon their guard, than 
at the time of the expedition to Cbathamt 
they were forced to return without attempt- 
ing it. 

Upon the death of the earl of Sandwich, Sir 
Edward Sprag had been appointed to fucceed 
him, as admiral of the Blue: As a match for 
whom, the admiral Tromp (who had been for 
fome time difmift'd the fervice of the Itates, 
on account of a mifunderftanding between 
him and De Rujter, occafioned by the defeat 
of the Hollanders in the lalt general engage- 
ment of the former war) was reftored to his 
command in the room of Van Ghent, who was 
killed by my lord Sandwich. 

Three general fights in one fummer, the 
following year) made this third war remark- 
able for the number, tho' not for the impor- 
tance of engagements. We fiiall, however, 
give 
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give a particular relation of thofc aAiom, be- 
caufe ic appears that fome of the Dutch wri- 
ters have very much impofed upon the world 
by their accounts of them. 

Sir Edward Sprag being fent to FraiKe in 
the beginning of the year 1673, with the 
chara&er of envoy-extraordinary, adjufted the 
orders to be obferved upon the conjandion 
of the Englljh and Frettci fleets, and at the 
fame time renewed the treaty with that crown. 
Whereupon, the fleets being at laft ready, 
the conjundion was made, and a body of 
troops taken on board. The defign was^ ai 
before, to make, if poffible, a dcfcent on the 
COaft of Zealand. 

In the mean time, the king of Sweden^ fee- 
ing the iU condition to which the ftatcs were 
reduced, and apprehending the confequences 
of a total ruin of the Dutch republicfc, offer- 
ed his mediation by his ambaffadors, ear- 
neftly infifting on a ccflation of arms be- 
tween England and Holland. But, the propo- 
fal being rejeded^ the ambafladors returned 
home. 

'Twas the aid of May^ when the confede- 
rate fleet came in fight, of the Dutch i who, 
apprehending their defign, had polted them- 
felves on the coaft of Zealand. The Dittcb lay 
extended in a line at a place called Schoone- 
velty being an advantageous poft betVveen two 
dangcrou* banks or fiielycs of fand, called 
Majfd 
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Sand and Stetnt/mXr. But the confederates ha- 
ving found opportunity, under farour of the 
nulty weather^ to found the depth of water 
thereabouts, 'twas at laft refolred in a coun- 
cil' of war to attack them, notwithflaoding 
all dibdvantages. Yet, being hindered, firft 
by a calm, and afterwards by a itorm, they, 
could not come to an ' engagement till the 
33th, being, the fame day of the month on 
which the fight of SauUhj had happened 
the year before. 

The confederate fleet was compofed of 
eighty-four men of- war and frigates, befides 
fire-fhips, making in all about an hundred 
and ten fail; of which, as at Souidhay^ the 
Frentb were about a third part: But the Eriglijh, 
to prevent, as much as pof&ble, any- ill con- 
fequence, refufed to let them now engage in 
a body, or as a feparate fquadron, and dif- 
pffrfed them in divifions throughout the whole 
fleet. 

. The firft fquadron of the confederates, viz^ 
the ReJj was commanded by prince Rupert^ 
as chief-admiral. The fecond, being the W&»«, 
by ' the count Z>' Efireei^ as vice-admiral, and 
the thirdj the Blue, by Sir Edward Sprag^, as 
rear-admiral. The Oa/ci, fleet, which, it fecms, 
confifted but of about feventy men of war 
and frigates, befides fire-fliips, (fcveral men of 
war which were defigned to reinforce it be- 
ing wanting) was divided in like manner In- 
to 
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Tiic count D' Eh-ees with- the If^p-Cqaaa^ 
drpnj haying the- advantage of the wind^: 
hegaq^the cngagetnonf, which afcerwarid$ pro* 
vpd very obftiiw^e and furioiu. The vicer 
adnural Schram of-. Tretftf'% fquadron wat. kiW. 
Jed ,- as was lik^waf; the rear-adn^ral i HaixSt 
BaMciert's fquadron^ with feveral,0j£t the tab*; 
my's captain). Tramp's , Qup^ t\ic. CoiJf^ jJag^. 
viasmnch difabledj having. aJsoTpaathuodredi' 
rata. kiU<td and wounded^ as app<tai;«ri byii faifti 
fecood letter to the flates. S|he WM:^likewi(cn 
in great danger of- being^. b^rnt; by. a. fiio: 
Ihipj direded.by, Sic H^lliam. Sfei/Um. Captain^ 
^g <=>f prii^ce Ri^fxt's fqtiadfon-.b9ftrdedand:i 
tools; the ikip: Jupitfr-i bati white thsi Ei^fo'j 
v/^cc bufled with pjiundcirings (kt wajvretat 
kon> Thefe arfi.all the particubcs <tf the fight . 
Fhat can be^cplle^cd. with .certoiotyi 

Atlaftj the Ji>UapJ(rty by tho-furiousattacfc 
of Sir Edward, S/a-ag^ f^onded . by the other 
fquadrons, were (af^cordiog to prince. Ruw 
fert's letter) obliged to, retreat fo.fac among- - 
the; fandsj that the. confederates., could ■ noc 
purfuQ, then), witbput, the^ utmoft duger^ 
cfpeciallyj in the dark.. Bekig. therefore., 
obl^ed to hold off^ for fear of the fands^ 
this gave encooragemeac to the enemy to 
venture outagajui^ and ipoiTof^ .the pla^c of 
battle, 

The 
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The firft letters oJF Tremp and De Ruper 
contain nothing remarkable ; only they agree, 
cbat the %ht lafted till about ten o'clock 
at night] and, that nothing but the dark- 
nefs, parted the fleets. But their fecond let- 
ters, which were written fomc days after, 
Ipeaking of the loft of the confederates, can- 
not eafily be reconciled. Tremp informed the 
Hates, That he fuppOB'd, the confederates had 
loft eleven or twelve fliips, befides fire-fliips, 
which were many. But T>e Rhjut (who was 
iifually more modeft in his accounts ) faid, 
in his letter, dated two days later than 
that of Trtmf, That he was told, the ene- 
my had loft thirteen or fourteen ftiips, 
inclnding the fire-fliipsj but could give no 
certain account of any men of war they had 
loft, except two Frtncb, which, he laid, were 
funk : To which, the Journal of Tremf^ fliip 
adds an Ef^li^ frigate of forty guns. So that, 
upon the whole, it appears, that no certain 
account is pretended to be given, of more 
than two men of war, and a frigate, loft on 
the fide of the confederates. 

The lofs of the Hollanders^ (according to 
their own writers) was five or fix fire-fliips, 
but no man of war. 

On the other fide, the Eaglifi (who loft no 
confiderable officer) affirm. That not one of 
their men of war was miffing, and but few 
firc-fiiips. But they agree with the DufeK 
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in their account of the lofs ol the two Rvnsh 
men of war before-mentioned : So that if 
the HoUanders gained any advantage^ it was 
only againft the Frtmb ; unlefs it may be 
• reckoned an advantage to have polfeiTedthe 
place of battle^ when 'twas occafioned merely 
by their enemy's fear of the fands^ and not 
either by flight or any conilrained retreat. 

The night after the battle^ the Dutcb-Hiap 
Dtventer (which, with fcvcral others^ was much 
difabled, and towed out of the fleet) fuiJc 
before the iVteUng$^ and, of fixty-fivc wounded 
men and an hundred and flx others, but few 
were faved. 

The next day, the two fleets, which were 
Aill near each other, were alike employed 
in repairing their damage. But the wind 
coming about to the IVefi was the reafon that 
the confederates could not fend home their 
wounded men. This, together with the num- 
ber of foldiers with which they were embat- 
rafs'd, prevented their taking the advantage 
of the wind to renew the fight. In the mean 
time, the Dutcbj being fo near their coaft, 
were reinforced by feveral men of war, in 
the room of fuch as had been difabled, and 
. plentifully fupplied with all neceJIaries : Where- 
as the confederates received no new reinforce-, 
ment nor fupplies. 

Thefe circuniftances, . it feems, were not 

unknown to the Dmeb, Wherefore, on the 

4th 
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:4thof 5^MV, the wind veering about to tlte 
Jfrntb-E^^, with a fAf£ gale, they had rHe 
,<lKddiK{s to \cxrt their fand*, and to come 
-dS upon the cuofederates. This condnft 
-was fomewhat nnuTual : For, from the firft 
jiAion i^[ainft the Snglifii in the(e Seas, Jnno 
.x6fi, dllthiitime^ they had fddotn Voluntarily 
eng^ed out of fight of their coaft ; nor had they 
tcver been the aggreirora^ in any one confidc- 
rable fight, except twice, when they had tl>e 
.fortune to furprize the Engllfi^ firft in the 
Jievms, in the time of BUhtj and then in 
,Sml^My^ the former year. 

About noon, they began to approach the 
confederates: Who, to draw them farther 
from their fands into the wide Sea, (thereby 
to avoid the difadrantages of the firft day) 
.went luider-fail towards the Englffi> coaft. 
At laft, the confederates having gained their 
point, the battle began about five in the 
evening, in the fame order ^ before. 

D* Ruyter (as appears by prince Rufert's let- 
ter to my lord ArlhgtM) feemed, at firft, to 
defign a clofe engagement with the prince ; 
but, before he came within mu«ket-fiiot, he 
tack'd, and bore away : Which made the 
prince imagine he had fuifered fome confide- 
rable damage. Sir Edward Sfrag, being eft* 
gaged with Tromp, made fo great a fire, that 
he obliged him to hold off : And after- 
wards encountering Sw*eri, the vice-admiral 

of 
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of l^oiiif's fguadroo, be fb battered hinij f hat 
he put himj and the reH of his divifioa, tp 
flight. This, afterwards, occafipned a qua^^^ 
rcl bet>veeo Swetrs a«d Tremp i the latter aor"" 
cufing the former, of hafejy deferting hira. 
After this, ^'^i taking [he opportunitjr, had 
another encounter with Trmp ; whom be 
engaged, as before, fbip to Ihip, cho* at 
fbme diftance, as wanting the advantage o£ 
the wind. Yet be plied him fo tn'idcly with 
his cannon, that he reduced htm to great: 
extremities, fhooting down the admiral's flag, , 
and making a dreadful fiaughter c^ his men j' 
as appears froin Tramf'u own Jatrtni. Thos 
much may he gathered from the Dmteb ac- 
count^ But the EjtgU^ cannot fufficiendy ex- 
pre^ the braveFy of ^<^, upoQ thdfe occa- 
tions i who, thsy fay, fought fo fuxioufly, 
that whole Squadrons gave way before him. 
The fighr lafted thus, till ten or ejevea 
at night : At which time, the Dtach (tho' they 
had the weather-gage, and could have forced 
the confederates to a battle the next day) flood 
away to the Smth-Eafi^ (with the wind almoft 
contrary) aqd did their utmolt to reach theii 
own coaft. This retreat is confels'd by the au- 
tiior of De Ruyter'sUfe*, And the difordcr and 
confufion of the enemy's fleet, at that time^ 
may be learnt from prince Ji«y<rf's letter. 

Tromp 
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Tremf likcwifc, in his letter to the Itates-gC' 
ineral^ confeffet , that their retreat towards their 
owii^'coaft, was begun as foon as it was dark ; 
But the writer of his life is pleafed to con. 
tradid him ; and^, without proof^ to affirm, 
that the fleet of the HolUnders remained the 
whole night near the place of battle *. 

The Et^U^ and F^tneb (who kept their fta- 
tton) obferring the enemy's retreat^ ftood af- 
ter them about two in the morning, and (as 
prince Rupert iays in his letter) continued the 
chafe till fix. But, the retreat being begun 
fomc hoars before it was perceived, they 
could not have been overtaken^till gotten with- 
in their fands: Which was the reafon that 
the confederates gave over the chafe, and 
fieered cowards the E^li^ coaft ; where they 
arrived about eleven that morning, tho* the 
HoUanderi, having the wind left fovourable, 
could not return to Sclmmevelt, till towards 
the evening. 

The Dttteh admirals, in their letters, fpeak 
not with certainty of the lols of any man of 
war on the fide of the confederates, except 
one, which Tromp confidently lays was burnt. 
De Rttyter fays he faw a fhip burnt, but that 
it was uncertain, whether a man of war or a 
fire-fhip. He adds, that he was informed that 
two of the enemy's 0ups were funk : But this 
was no left uncertMU, and equally denied by 
the 
Leven vui Tromp, p. 440. 
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the confederates. The contrary wind and the 
backwardnefs of the Dutch co come to a clo{& 
engagement, were the caufes that none of 
their men of war were taken or deftroycd by 
the confederates, tho' feveral were very much 
damaged. 

The fleet of the two crowns, after having 
landed the wounded men, and taken in pro* 
viHons and ammunition, put again to Sea, 
on the 17th of the fame month, with a body 
of feven thoufand frefli troops ; whereof four 
thou&nd were diftributed on board the men of 
war. The defign, as before, was, if poffible,- 
to make a defcent on the coalt of Zealand. 
On the 23d, they appeared before t\it Maafe^ 
and, on the 24th, before Schtveling and Zand- 
•vom. Soon after, they ported themfelves be- 
fore the 7txtl. From thence they pafled 
along the whole coaft of HoUtmd and Wteziand^ 
to the VHty . Amelandy and the JVefiem-Ems. But, 
on the 2d or 3d oi Mfftfit they returned be- 
fore the Ttxtl. 

By thefe motions, they harafs'd the ene- 
my's troops, which were every-where in 
arms to guard the coaft j and, by blocking up 
the ports, they endangered a very rich fleet 
of Eafi-India Ihips, which were expeded in 
Holland. But thefe inconveniences the Duui 
were content to fuffer near a fortnight, ra- 
ther than be drawn from the coaft of Zt»* 
land. 

ft JVbile 
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While the confederates were thus cruifmg 
to and fro, they had the fortune to take a 
Dutch Eafi-hidia Ihip, which was feparated. 
fFom her company, and very richly laden. 

At laitj the Dntcb^ beii^ grown impatient 
by feeing their ports thus blockaded, and 
their ilhips taken in their iight^ refolved, in 
a council of war, held on board De £«}rter's 
fhip, (at which^ the prince of Orange affificd 
in pcrfon) to leave their ufual ftation, and, 
by hazarding a third engagement, to free 
themfeives, if poflible, from thele infults. Ac- 
cordingly, they fet fail on the }d of Augufiy 
andj upon the lorh, the fleets came within 
fight of each other. On this occafion, De 
Rtiyter gare a proof of his experience, and 
good conduA : For, failing dofe along the 
fhoar all night, unperceived by the confede- 
rates, he in the morning had gotten the 
weather-gage, which, in Sea-fights, is often 
times of great adV^antage. 

The Englip were fixty men of war, and the 
Frtncb thirty j whereas the Dutch (if we cre- 
dit their own accounts) were no more than 
fcventy. The fight began at eight in the 
morning, in the feme or3er as in the laft 
engagement j only the French (whom the tng' 
lijh^ fince their late good behaviour, had be-* 
gun to truft again) compofed a feparate 
^uadron, as at the time of the SouMay 
fight. 

The 
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The Fttneh fquadron, under D'E^reh, be- 
ihg attack'd by Banckert, after a fliort difpute, 
abandoned the EngHPj flood away to the eaft- 
ward, and, (as if fent to be only fpedarors) 
came off no more. 'Tis agreed, that D'Efire^i 
(yt\\o afterwards gave fufficient proofs both of 
Bis courage and conduft againft De Rayter in 
the Medlterraman) had too limited a commif- 
fion : Which is abundantly confirmed by the 
treatment that rear-admiral Af»rfe/ met with, 
who, having engaged fomewhat too deeply* 
. againft the enemy, was, at his retarn, com* 
mitted to the BafltU, . A noted Dutch hiitorianj 
fpeaking of this conduft of the PrtncB, in- 
forms us. That a feaman a-board De Rujter's 
iliip, perceiving that tiiefVewifguadroii flood 
aloof, while their aflies, the EngHJh, were hot- 
ly engaged, was heard ro ask. Why the R-mck 
came not off again ? To which one of hiaf' 
companions replied. They ba've hired the Bng- 
Uftl to jigbt for Vm, jind their only bu/atefs here lit 
to fee that they dtferve their wages. This retreat 

of the, French is fuppofed to have been the" 
reafon of fuppreffing prince Rupert's letter af- 
ter the fight i for that letter, we may bdievcy 
contained fome complaints not much to the 
honour of the king's allies. . 

While the TrewA were retreating, there" was' 

a terrible combat between prince Rap&t zti^ 

be Rioter, and the latter was fore prcffed : 

Which Bamkert' perceiving, and fin^g the* 

Q 1 frtnth 
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French had no inclinatioa to renew the fi^t, 
he lefc themj and bore down with his fqua" 
dron to De Ruyter's affiftance. Whereupon, 
the prince, finding himfelf over-laid with 
numbers, was obHged to make a retreating 
fight to the weitward. By this means, De 
Sffper and Banekert gaining but little advan- 
tage upon him, and fearing left Tromp might 
be worftcd by Spragy with whom he was at 
this time very hotly engaged, they refolTcd 
to fteer their courfe that way : Which prince 
Rupert perceiving, and being no left concern- 
ed for Spragf than the enemies for Tromp^ he 
followed them. 

The battle between Tromp and Sprag had be- 
gun, about nine o'clock. Thofe two brave 
enemies engaged, fhip to fhip ; Tremp in the 
Golden Limy and Sprag in the Royal Rrtnce. Tromp^ 
who had the weather-gage, remained, not- 
withftanding, at fome diltance, and avoided 
a clofe fight ,- which gave him a confiderable 
advantage. For Sprag^ who had more than his 
complement a-board, fuffered much by his 
enemy's cannon i and, having the wind and 
finoak in his face, could not take To true an 
am, nor fufficiently requite the civilities of 
his adverfary. After a fight of three hours, 
the Royal Trinet being quite difabled, he was 
obliged to leave her, and go a-board the St. 
George: And Tromp (whofe Galdtn lAon had 
abaced much of his fiefcenefs)^ hoiftcd his flag 
a-board 
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-a-board the Comet. Hereupon, the fight was 
renewed with fuch fury, as if the combatants 
had been affured of a conitant fupply, not 
only of ihips, but of bodies. The feconds 
engaged deeply in the difpute between the 
admirals, and my lord Ojfory and Sir Jobti 
Kemftborn particularly diftinguiftied them- 
felres, and, together with Sfrag^ fo protend 
the Royd Frincey that the enemy's fire-fiiips 
were obliged to fiiew refped, and keep their 

' diftance. After a fiiarp difpute, the St. George 
having, by the continual battery, received 
confiderable damage. Sir Edward Sprag defign- 
ed to go on board a third fliip. But, before he 
was gone fix boats length, an unfortunate 
Ihot, which paffed through the fides of the 
St. George^ ftruck the boat, and funk it : And 
thus the water extinguifhed that courage, 
which had ever been fuperior to the hottcft 
fire of the enemy. 

He died efteemed by the Dutch themfelvcs ; 
who, in their hiftories, give him the charac- 
ter of the braveft of the EngHjh admirals, and 
a true fon of Mori. His body, being taken up 
by the EngU^y was interred with the honour 
due to his extraordinary merits. 

While thefe things were ading on that fide, 
the lyuteh fquadrons of De Ruyter and Bancktrtf 
followed by that of prince Rupert, came upj 
and, both parties being joined, the fight was 
renewed with greater fury. "J Here (fays the 
CJ. J i! author 
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ff author of Tremf's life) were ihewn the ut- 
*' molt proofs of valour, find the Ettgl^ fought 
** like heroes '*, 

The battle appeared like a general war of 
the elements, or a ftrife of all the moft con- 
trary things in nature. Fire and water, air 
and earth, light and darknefs, feemed to 
contend for the vi&ory. In the mean time> 
D' Efirees and his Frftich kept their ftatioo, 
without offering to bear down to the affif- 
tance of the Engli^i who fought with the 
greatelt refolution and conltancy, againft the 
enemy's whole fleet, till after * fun-fct i ne- 
ver ccallng^ till the darknefs and fmoak be- 
gan to bapifh all diftindion of friends and 
enemies. On this occafion, Ve Riffttr^ in his 
letter to the ftates, exprelfes himfelf with his 
ufual modelty, and is far from boafting of 
vifflory. Some Dutch writers, indeed, pre- 
tend their fleet chafed the Engli^ for fome 
time ; but, as to this, both he and "Tromp^ in 
their letters, are whoUy filent. 

The lofs of fhipSj confidering the heat and 
fury of the battle, was very inconfiderablc, 
Tromf and De Rioter make mention but of 
one Engli^ man of war, which, they fay, wa* 
ioft, tggeiher with a few fire-fhips i and they 
confefs the lofs of but four or five fire-fhip«, 
on the fide of the Dutch. But the EngU^ 
4cny that they loft any maa of war^ and 

* 9[icf van De Ruj^tcr. 
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affirm^ chat the reflel that was fuak, on their 
fide, was the Htnritttt-Tateh. They arc like- 
wife very pofitircj that two of the largeft 
Dutch men of war were funk : And this is 
confirmed by a letter from a perfon of no 
lefs honour than my lord Ojjiry, 

The death of the brave S^ag could not, it 
feemt, be fufliciendy revenged, but by the 
deaths of two of the enemy's vice-admirals^ 
Svrtert and De Liefde, The lofs of feamen and 
ibidiers was not very conHderablej chough 
greater on the fide of the EngHJh, who had fo 
many foldiers above their ufual complement. 
Two Englijh Sea-captaios, Sir William Reevet 
and captain Htiiman, were killed in this en- 
gagement ; as were two or three Duteb^ 8- 
mong whom, was a fon-in-law of Dt Rmj' 
ttr. 

One of the Dutch hifiorians f precends^ that 
Trom^, foon after the tight, delivered over, as 
trophies, to the officers of the admiralty at 
jimfierdam, the flags of Sir Edward Sjtra^t 
ihip : Which can oe no other than a fi^iojij 
for Tnmf never boarded her. Nor docs it 
appear, that any Etigli^ fhip was boarded by 
the enemies (nocwithltanding they had the 
advantage of the wind^ during the whole 
cngagemenc. 

About the middle of Septemiert the feafon for 
ai^on being as good as pait, the French fqua- 
Q. 4 dron, 

i Ontroeide {.eeav dcidc 4«1- {■• 7jK 
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dron, under the count TfEfirtes^ fet foil for 
- France : But being icreral times driven back^ 
and at lall fcaccered by ftorm, they did not 
. arrive at Brefiy till the middle of November; ha- 
ving fuffered more by the wind and waves, 
than by the fire of the enemy. 

The lall engagement produced one great 
advantage} not only to the HoBaaJers^ but to all 
EMrope. For the court of England perceiving 
the fecond time, how little dependancc 
they could have on their allies, the French, 
by Sea, and likewjfe growing jealous of their 
mighty progreifes by Land, became fomewhat 
more flexible, and began to liften to the pro- 
pofals of peace, which were made on the 
part of the ftates. To this, they were the 
more difpofed by the apprehcnfidns of a rup- 
ture with Spahj which began to engage in 
the quarrel oi Holland : So that the peace, af- 
ter a fliort dirpute, was concluded in the 

month of Fthuary, Amto 1674. 

By virtue of this treaty, whatever place was 
taken, without the bounds of Eurepty was re- 
itored ; the flatcs paid eight hundred thou- 
fand crowns, by way of fatisfadion for all 
damages ; and likewlfe acknowledged the; 
right of the flag in the moft ample manner< 
For, by the fourth article, 'twas agreed, that 
the (hips or veffcls of the United "Provincesy as 
well men of war as others, whether fingle, 
or in fleets^ meeti9g at Sea with any velTel or 
wflcls 
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■veffelfi of the king of E«^/«»<(, carryiDgthe£iigt- 
lijh flag or jack, fliould Itrike the flag, and lower 

. the top-fail. And this refped was agreed to 
be ffaewn within the font Seas which furround 
this ifland, extending from Cape Fmifitrrt to 
the middle point of the land of Stattn in N^r^ 
way : Which refped, due to the flag, was al- 
ways provided for, being inferted in the cine- 
teenth article of the treaty of Brtda^ the tenth 
article of chat at Whitehall^ and in the thirteenth 
of chac between Oliver and the Itates. 'Twac 
likewife agreed. That commiffioners Ihould be 
fenc CO Limdony to treat aboac the regulation 
of the Eafi'hJia-ttade i all matters of difpute 
which could not be determined by them and 
the Er^tip commifBoners, vnchin the fpace (£ 
three months, being to be referred to the 
arbitrement of the queen^regenc oi Sfaht, and 
decided by commiffioners, to be appointed by 
her, wictun a limiced time. 

Perhaps, that which added no little weight 
to the aforementioned reafons for concluding 
a peace, was a letter of the fiaces-generalj 
daced Decemher 9, 1673. wherein they rcpre- 
fenced to his majcfty- of GrMf-^r/r^'fl, with 
how much glory, as well as jufticc, he might, 
by concluding a feparate peace, extinguiflt 
a fire, which had already fprcad itfelf farther 
than was ac firlt imagined : and, the more to 
incline him to it, they not only alledged the . 
in behaviour of his allies, the Frioebi in 

the 
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Che late Sea>fig^», but^ likewife (by way of rc^ 
gimal for che diTcovery made by the Fi^tticb ■ 
CQurc, of a certain fecret of the like nature^ 
in the beginning of the war) they inform- 
ed him> of a propofal or offer made them by 
Ermet^ to conclude a peace^ with exclufioa 
of hit majefty. Which laft motive was alone 
{ufficient to jafiify the king in abandonii^ 
che party of alliesj who had broken their 
Creaty with him^ and who appeared to hare 
fo little concern for his intereft. 

Thai ended the war, to the general fa- 
dtfatftion of Cbrifitndomt after four ei^age- 
mentSj with little advantage to either party. 
The loft of merchant-fliips was^ however^ 
confiderable on both lides ; but greater on 
the fide of the EngUp. But this proceeded 
chiefly from the want of trade among the 
J>iaebf (occalioncd by the mentioned prohibi- 
tion of the Itatea) which, as it was a great lots 
in itfelf, fo, if added to their lofs by the tak- 
ing (tf many fiiips that were abroad before che 
beginning of the war, 'twill, perhaps, appear, 
that the damage, fuffered by the £>«rc£, could 
not well be lefs than that which was fuftained 
by the Biglifiu And 'cis remarkable, that not- 
withftanding this, and the former war> which 
was attended with the dreadful fire of Loudon, 
che tonnage of the E»gii^ merchant-Qiips, 
Anno 1688, was near double to what it waa 
Jbw 1666. And che royal nayy^ from the 
yeas 
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year 1660, to 1688, was incrca&d, froinfistj^- 
xwo thoufand, fire hundred nuiety-fpurj to an 
hundred and one cboufand^ and thirty-ewo 
torn. 

During the war with Hblistut^ the Cerfairs <^ 
Tripoli had taken the of^MMtunity to feicc 
fcveral Eag/(/fc ihips ,• jchich hoftilitiea occa- 
fioned the fending of Sir John Narhrtugh with 
a fmall fquadron of fnrigatesj in the year 
nS7f , to reduce them to reafon. This brave 
Teaman, ( whofc voyages are fafficientljr 
Icnown ) being arrived before the place, 
block'd up the port in fuch manner, chat 
no veiTel could go out or in, without th^ 
utmoft danger. But, not latisfied With this, 
he refolved to make an attempt on th^ 
Clipping in the port. Accordingly, man- , 
ning out his boats, under command of his 
lieutenant, Mr. Chudtjley Shovel^ (afterwards 
Sir Cleudtjley) he fent them into the harbour^ 
where feizing the guard-fhip, in the dead of 
the night, they afterwards furprized and 
burnt four ihips, under the very cannon of 
ihe caftle, and returned without lofing a 
man. This bold adion lb daunted the re- 
gency of Tripoli^ that they fent to deiire 
peace; but, being unwilling to make fatiC- 
fadion for the damage done the En^Hjh^ they 
could not obtain it. To render them more 
trainable, he afterwards cannonaded the 
town i ant] then, landing about twenty leagues 
from 
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. from thence, he burnt a magazine of tim- 
ber ready prepared for building ftiips. After 
thiSj the pirates continuing obltinate, he faU^ 
ed for Malta; from whence returning fudden- 
ly, in the beginning of the year 11576^ he 
firuck fach a terror into thofe Barbarians, that 
the peace was foon made^ to the &tisfadion 
<>f the E^lifit. 

But, after the articles were ligned, certain 
{»rates, who returned from a cruife, being dif- 
pleafed with the regency for fubmitting to 
fuch terms, raifed a tumult^ chafed away the 
X>^, and broke the treaty, fiut Sir John Nar- 
borougb, being informed of it^ foon returned 
with eight frigates, and, by the force of his 
cannon^ compelled them, not only to renew 
the peace, but to deliver up to hun the chief 
of the mutineers to be punifhed. 

In the year 1679, thofe of Algiers, having 
made prize of certain KngU^ fhipsj on pre- 
tence that their paflrs were not according 
to the regulation. Sir John J<!arborougb was 
fent with a fquadron to demand fatisfadion : 
Which he foon obliged them to give. Butj 
the Barbarians renewing their hoftilities, an- 
other fquadron was fent in the year 1682 
under commadore Herbert^ (afterwards admi* 
ral, and earl of Torrlngton) who did confide - 
rable damage to the pirates, and forced them 
to agree to a treaty, which they have never 
iince dared to violate. 

CHAP, 
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CHAP. VIJ 

'Jm Account of the Englifli Naval-affairs^ 
from the Revolutioa, to the Peace ot 
Utrecht. 

THE French, fince the year x66o, thr6* 
the fault of the Dutcbj as well as EngUfi, 
not only very much increafed their naval 
forccj but likewife improved themfelves con- 
fiderably in Sea-aiTairs ; the wars between the 
two nations ferving as an. exercife for theic 
feamen. How good proficients they were 
was foon after feen, in the engagements which 
happened between them and the Sfanlards 
and Dutch in the Mediterranean^ in one of 
which, the famous admiral De Rujfter recelr- 
ed his mortal wound. 

Soon after the Revelmion of the year 168S; 
the flames of war being fpread throughout 
the greateft part of Europti they had a freflj 
opportunity of fhewing their power at Sea. 

The late unfortunate king Jamet, having 
landed in Ireland on the 12th of March^ 1689 ; 
in hopes of retrieving his affairs, by the means 
of his popilh fubjeds of that kingdom, and 
the affillance of France, a fquadrpn was foon 
after fitted out at Bre^, with a number of 
trajiiports. 
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traofportt, having on board a reinforcement 
of fire thoufand men, veterans foldierSj who 
were ordered to foBow him. Upon notice 
of thele preparations of the enemyj admiral 
Berkertt with an EniUft fquadron, fee fail co- 
wards the B-enei coafl, with delign to inter- 
eefJt the convo/. But the wind, coming 
Edfierlyf carried the French out to Sea, before 
the Ef^lifi could reach Brefi; fo that, ftecring. 
sifter them towards^ the coaft of IrtlmJ^ they 
found them, oh the joch of Jpril in the even- 
ing, at anchor in Bamry-bay. 

The Et^lifi ic[uadron confiSed of eighteen 
men of war, a fmall frigate, and a fire-lhip. 
The enemy had twenty-eight men of war, 
from fixty to upwards of fevcnty guris, and 
rttree firt-Ihips, commanded by monlieur Ci<- 
UM ReiUKt. The next day, being the ift of 
Myi the l^enth, encouraged by their fupe- 
liority, got under feil, and began a fmart en- 
gagement : The event of which was, that 
.though, conlidering the number and bigncfs o£ 
their fliips, they had double the force of the 
Xngli^y befides^ the advantage of the wind; 
yet, about five in the evening, they retreated, 
aa* ftood in towards the Ihoar, But, as the 
Engrt^ bad fuflfercd much In mafts and rigging, 
they were in no condition to foBow them, 
and improve the advantage. The lofs of the 
^ench is uncertain : Only 'twas obferved, 
that one of their fhips cook fire j but it was 
quench'd. 
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qnench'd. Of the Er^Sfi, no more than ninci 
ty were killed, and two hundred and feventy 
wounded, but not a fliip loft. Admiral Her-* 
btrt was foon after created earl of Torringwt^ 
and captain Jfiihjr and captain Shovtl were 
knighted, and the feamen, for their brarery 
fliewn on this occafion, leccired a donative 
of ten SbiUings a man. 

One of die fifft undertakings of the late 
king Jamet^ in IreUtid, was, the iiegeof LofH 
Jmderry j a place but indifferently fortified, in 
the N«rr£ of that kingdom, lltuatedon afmaQ 
rirer, which, a little below the town, kdis ia-r 
to a bay, called Lough-FojfU. This protcftant 
dty, tho' Mrithont a garrilbn, and furniihed 
with proviHons but for ten days, had defend- 
ed icielf near two months, againft an army 
of twenty thouland men, and was reduced 
to great extremitie* by &mine, when Sic 
Getrge Rc«k and major-general Klri with iix 
frigates, and fome tranfports, laden with 
troops aiid prorifions, arrived in the bay, in 
order to attempt its relief. The enemy^ to 
prevent the execution of this defign, had 
laid a firong boom athwart the river, which 
was defended by redoubts at each end. They 
had Ukewife intrenchecr the fides of the ri- 
ver, and lined them with musketeers ; and 
to Hop ap the palTage, in the moft effei^ual 
manner, they had funk feveral boats, and 
driven in ftalces with large, iron-fpikes. Not- 
withftanding 
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withftandiog which^ about three weeks after 
the arrival of the fquadron, the relief of the 
town was attempted, and the Dartmouti-fti-^ 
gate, with two other fltips, being fcnt in, cut 
the boom, in the midft of the iite of the- 
enemy, and furoiihed the town with provi- 
fions : Whereupon, the fiege was broken up 
the next day. 

King ff^JKam being gone to attempt the 
reda^on of Ireland^ meafures were in the 
mean time concerted for raifing a rebellion. 
in England j which was to be encouraged and; 
fupportcd by the B-etuh fleet. With this view, 
the French admiral, TourvilUy with feventy-odd 
ihips of the line, beHdes frigates, dfc was fent 
into the Channtl^ about the middle of Jmey 
1690 : Upon notice of which, the confederate^ 
fleet, commanded by the earl of Terrinffon,. 
and confifling but of fifty men of war, with ■ 
fome frigates, and fire-Jhips, fet faU on the 
34th of the fame month, from St. HtUa% and 
next day got fight of the enemy. Hereupon,: 
an aAion enfued on the 30th j i^ich,- be-. 
caufe , it gave bccafion to various reports 
and reflecajons, was examined into by order 
erf the government, and found to have been, 
as follows: 

The Dirfci fquadron, which led the van, be-- 
ing advanced confiderably before the reft of 
the fleetj began, about eight in the morning, - 
fomcwhat raihly to engage part of the van ■ 
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of the van of the Froich, and about half an 
hour after, the £/«e-fquadron attack'd their 
rear ; But the Rtd^ which was in the center, be- 
ing far a ftet n of the Dutch, when the fight be- 
gan, and not being able to come up, and en- 
gage, till ten, the Duicb were furrounded and 
fuifercd very much. The admiral perceiving 
the ill circumftances they were in, firft fent 
them order to caft anchor, and then pulh'd ia 
between them and the enemy, with his own 
and feveral other Ihips of his" fquadron and 
fo difengaged them. But judging it' not 
fit to hazard another engagement with a 
force fo fuperior, after the lofs and damage 
fuftained by the Duub, he ordered a retreat. 
During the retreat, (which was towards the 
mouth of the Tlami:') an EsfiJJ feventy-gun 
ihip, called the /lam, having loft her mafts 
was ftranded near mncUfi; and fired by her 
own' people, as were likewife three of the 
Dutch; which added to three others deftroyed 
in the fight, and one (which the French af- 
firm to have been taken) made the lofs of 
the Hollander! to amount to feven Clips of the 
line. 

The French pretend, that no fewer than fe- 
ventccn men of war, which had loft their 
mads in the engagement, were driven ou 
ftoar, and burnt. This, father Dtnlel • a£^ 
ijircs us, is faft ; tho' the induftry ufed bv 
R the 

• Hift. of France. Vol. 5. 
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the govermnent, to conceal fo great a lofs, 
has kept us in ignorance of it. Strange! 
that the goTcrnment fliould have it in cheif 
power fo to blind the eyes of the peofJe on 
the fea-coaflj as to render them incapable 
of difccrning fo many fliining proofs of thcif 
enemy's Tidory! 

After the fight, the French went and lay 
ibme time in Torbty j but the difaffeiaed party 
aoc daring to ftir, they only burnt the little 
town of Tingmeutbj together with a few de- 
fcncelefa collicfs and coafters ; which veiftli 
she Rtncb hiltorians have fince furnifiied 
with rich ladings, and given them four men 
^ waf to proted them ; For they fpeak of 
eight rich merchant-fliips, and four men of 
war, that were there dcftroyed. 

To iatisfythe Dutch, who, having been 
great fuiFerers,, complained of the earl of 
Torria^ton't conduf^ in the engagement, he 
was imprifbned for fomc time ; but being af- 
terwards tried by a court martial, he was 
nnanimouGy acquitted i though never after 
employed. 

The year 1^91, was remarkable for the 
total rcdudion oi Ireland; to which good fuc- 
ccft our fleets contributed not a little, by 
guarding the coaft^ and afiifting in the at' 
tacks upon the Sea- ports. The failors were 
particularly ferviceable at the taking of Cork: 
Where the duke QiCirafm, as he was encou- 
raging 
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Tagirlg fomc of fhfcm, who had the iftatiage- 
ment of a battefjr on ftioarj was wounded 
with a mnskct-bal! from the walls ; vfrhich 
Occafioned his death. 

The Frencby eocouraged by the fuecefi of 
the late engagement, aftd hoping tb meet 
the ETtgltfii before the Dutch could join eheiff, 
( and probably depending on the mifander- 
Itsnding between the two nations, occafioned 
by the former adion) had the boldnefs, the 
following year, to enter the tbanrul the fecond 
time. But the Engllfit and Dutch being joined 
a little before, under the command of admiral 
, RuJJel (now earl of Orferd) they found them- 
felves difappointed. On the 19th of May^ the 
fleets came within fight of each other, about fc- 
ven leagues off Cape Barfieur, on the French Coafl j 
and about eleven in the morning, the Frencbg 
having the weather-gage, wei'e willing to 
take that advantage^ and fo began the fig;hCi 
The French fleet confilled of fifty men of wafi 
unde^ command of nionffeur TeurvUle, and fliat 
of the confederates, of about feventyj but fOf 
the moft part lighter fliips. 

The French admiral, in the Royal-^un^ of i 
hundred and ten guns, engaged the Englipi 
admiral ,• but after a fharp light of Att hoaf 
and halfj being much difabled, he begin tft 
tow off. Upon which, five French IhipS eanw 
and lay near their admiral to prote^him ; 5b 
that admiral Ri^tl and his two feeiSnd* were 
R a hotly 
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hotly engaged with fix of the largefl: ihips of 
the enemy. Thus the fight continued^ till a 
thick fog, about four in the afteraoon, put 
an end to their firing on both fides. Soon 
after, the weather clearing up, the French ad- 
miral was feen towing away to the north- 
ward : Whereupon, he was chafed by the 
Engli^ admiral and the Ibips of his diriflon^ 
While this pafs'd between the admirals. Sir 
Cioudepey Shovel, rear-admiral of the Red, was 
gotten to windward of monfieur TourviUes 
fquadron, and engaged them ; but foon after, 
both parties came to an anchor, not being 
able any longer to difcern each other by rea- 
fon of the mentioned fog. But upon the wea- 
ther's clearing up, the French attended their 
admiral in his flight. About eight at night, 
it again became foggy, and part of the Fnglifi 
£/«e-fquadran having fallen in with fome of 
the enemy's fiiips, an engagement happened, 
,which lalted about half an hour, till the ene- 
my having lolt (as is faid)[,four fhips, which 
were blown up, bore away for Cmquet-RoaJ. In 
this difpute it was that rear-admiral C^rftr was 
killed. The weather clearing up, the chafe 
was continued the next and the two follow- 
ing days. The French plying to the weftward 
endeavoured to efcape through the race of 
^Uermty j but being clofely followed, the 
RejiU-Sim ran a-ground near Cherbourg, on the 
^etteb coaft, and her two feconds, the Ambi- 
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tUux and the Admlrahle, came to anchor near 
her. Thirteen more of the enemy's fliips 
were forced to run among the fliallows at La 
Hague. All thefe, with federal tranfports, were 
burnt by the Englipt boats, in fpite of the fire 
from the enemy's platforms on flioar, with the 
lofs of no more -than ten men. The lofs of 
the R-tncb in men of war, after the fight, was 
two of a hundred and four guns each, one of 
ninety, two of eighty, four of IcTenty-fix, four 
of fixty, and two of fifty-fix guns. 

Though the confederate fleet was more nu- 
merous than that of the enemy, yet fince ma- 
ny ftiips of the Dutch fquadron, and the great- 
eft part of the Blue, were hinder'd by the 
calm and the fog from engaging, it is clear 
that the vit^ry was not owing to numbers. 

By this defeat of their fleet, the French loft 
the opportunity of making a defcent in Eng- 
land ; for which purpofe they had drawn down 
a great body of troops to the coalt. 

The Ettglijh had Jikewife troops ready for a 
defcent oa the coaft of France, which, after 
the enemy's defeat, were aiftually embark'd, 
and joined the fleet : But the Wintcr-feafon 
being too far advanced, the defign was laid 
afide. 

The next fummer was unfortunate to the 
confederates, thro' the lofs of many rich fliips; 
which happened thus : A great fleet of mer- 
chant-fliips, bound to the MedUtrrant^n^ as al- 



p-hy Google 



a62 Cohmna Roftrata. 

fo CO Virginia and BUioa, having been con-. 
Tpy'd by the whole confederate-fleet to a ccr-- 
tain latitude, wcrtf there left to the care of 
Sir George Rook with twenty-three men of vyar. 
Sir George, foon after^ being advanged with 
the merchant- fhips bound for the Adediter- 
ramaity ^s far as Villa Nova, difcovered ten 
iail of the enemy's men of war, and fbm« 
fmaller veifcls. Thofe, as if afraid, on th« 
fight of the fleetj Hood away with their boats 
a-head, fetting fire to fevcral of the fraaller 
reflelsj and abandoning others, fome of which 
were taken. A firc-fhip of theirs, falling in 
with the fleet in the night, was liftewife 
taken ; whofe men, to deceive the confede- 
rates, arc faid, to have informed the admiral, 
that there was only a fquadron of fifteen 
fhips of the line, with fome Itore-fiiips, bound 
fprX6«/i»B, to join monlieur D' £j2r«i. Thefe 
artifices of the French had the defired fuccefs : 
For Sir George proceeding, was foon made fen- 
fiblc that he had been milled, when the whole 
fleet of the enemy, confifting of feventy-five 
fell, under command of raonfieur JeuwiUey 
appeared. The furprize was ib great, that 
the merchqnt-fliips feparated, and fteered dif- 
ferent ways: Whereupon the enemy took a- 
bout thirty fail both Durch and Englijh; ^nd 
leveral others which efcaped into the port 
of Malaga, being attack'd, were funl^ by their 
©wn people, to prevent the^r being taken or 
deftroyed. 
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deRroyed. The fame happened to four rich 
Turkey-tiiiptt which put into Gibraltar, 

This misfortune was foon followed by att> 
thcr from an enemy too ftrong to be con- 
tended with, For Sir Franca TVhtler^ being 
with a fquadron in the Mediterranean^ was call 
tway in his fiiip, the Sujfex, by a violent Worm, 
juft within the Str eight s-wouth, I'he CamhrU^ 
and the Lumlty CafiU^ with fix merchant-ftips, 
homeward bound from Turkey^ Venice and i-ef- 
hom^ were likewife loft, and be^een eight 
or nine hundred men, together with the ad- 
miral, drowned. 

Anm 1694, a fleet of forty or fifty J^Veiwi 
merchant- {hips lying in Bertheaum-Bayf with 4 
man of war or two for their convoy, *crtS 
actack'd by the Monmouth and Refolktion^ iinder 
command of captain Prickardj who took two^ 
and forced on ihoar thirty-five. 

The fame year, a deHgn being formed a* 
gainlt the important harbour of Bk/, in the 
Lovjer Bretagntf a fleet of forty fail, EngUJh and 
Dutch, under the lord Berkely, and a body 0^ 
about fix thoufand land-forces, commanded 
by lieatenant-general Talmajhj were ordered 
to put it in execution. Being arrived in ta- 
maret'Bajf near that harbour, a confiderablc 
number of the forces were accordingly land- 
ed J but the enemy having had timely intelli- 
gence had made fuch provifion for their re- 
Wpcion, by fofti^iog and entrenching the 
R4 wbol^ 
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whole coaft of the Bay^ that they were re- 
pulfedj with the lofs of about fix hundred 
men ,- and the lieutenant-general himfeir^ be- 
ing wounded in the thigh, died not long 
after at PUmcutb. Three of the ilnglljh frigates 
which were fent in to fa70ur the landing 
were much ftiattered, and a Dutd frigate was 
funk by the enemy's batteries. 

To make fome amends for this difappoint- 
mentj two large and noted towns on the 
coaft of Normand/, 'viz.. Dieppe and Havre dc Gracty 
were bombarded and alnioll laid in afhes ,- and 
an attempt was made to dellroy the wooden 
forts at the entrance of the harbour of Dunkirk 
with certain machines -Cf a new invention, 
but without the defired fuccefs. 

The lame year, admiral RuJJel was fent with 
a fleet to the Streigbti ; but no opportunity of 
fervice offering, he received order to winter 
at Cadiz,, While the fleet lay there, captain 
Killtgrew was fent out with fix men of war 
to execute certain orders, and meeting by 
the way, with two ftout French men of war, 
called the Trideni and the Content, they were 
both taken, but he loft his life in the engage- 
ment. 

In the beginning of the year 169?, a con- 
voy being arrivedfrom England with a body 
of land forces amounting to about four thou- 
fand "fire hundred men, the fleet failed from 
Ckdiz,j and foon after caft anchor before Bar- 
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'eelms. The defign was to attack Palamoj (a 
Sea-port of Catalonia in pofleffion of the FVeticby 
with the land-forces in conjun<%ion with fome 
Spamjh troops, while , the fleet blocked it up 
by Sea. Accordingly, about four thoufand 
men under command of brigadier general Stu-- 
art and the count of Nafau were landed near 
the place : But being in want of many nc- 
ceffaries (thro' the negligence of the Sfam' 
arii) the town was only bombarded, and fo 
the troops were reimbarked. 

At home a refoluiion was taken to bom- 
bard St. Maloej ;' (^i very noted port of Bre~ 
tagne) for which purpofe an attempt was 
firft made to deftroy a wooden fort that co« 
vcred the place j which was partly effcSed 
by the means of two fire-fliips. Then fol- 
lowed the bombardment of the town, into 
which nine handred bombs and carcafles were 
thrown j which occa/ioned a great fire and 
did confiderable damage. Soon after, Gra^^• 
ville (a pretty large town in the lower Nor- 
tnandf) was entirely deftroyed without the 
lofs of a man. The deHgn againlt Dimt- 
hirk was likewife refumcdj but little execu- 
tion was done belides the (Inking of three of 
the enemy's half gallies by the bombs. From 
thence the fleet proceeded to Calais^ into 
which about fix hundred fliells were thrown^ 
which fet the town on fire in feveral 
places. ' - 

la 
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In the beginning of the following year, 
Qalals was bombarded the fecond timej with 
^e(ign to burn certain tranfports which had 
))een gotten i-eady for a defcent, in favour of 
the late king Jamei. On this occalion, about 
three hundred bombs and carcaffes were 
thrown j which did conOderable damage to 
the town, but burnt only one fmafl vcffcl 
in the harbour. 

The fame year, the confederate fleet land- 
ed fome men on the iQands Greuahy Beuat, 
and HejdUi lying near the French coafl: j where 
they took and deftroyed all they found : 
So that 'twas computed, that about twenty 
veflels and thirteen hundred houfes were 
^urnt, and near two thoufand head of black 
cattle and horfes killed. The towns of St, 
Martin and Olonne were likewife bombarded, 
and very much damaged by throwing in near 
|wo thoufand bombs and carcaffes- 

Thus the natal war in Europe ended with the 
ruin of divers of the enemy's iflands and Sea- 
ports, tp the incxpreffible terror of the inhabi- 
tants ; all which the French were rather content 
to endure, than to hazard another voyage up 
the Cbanntl to proted their coafts. 

Another fcene of war had opened very 
early in America, where in the end of Maj 
j6<jo it was agreed by the council at jintf 
gea (which had the direflion of affairs in 
thofe parts) to attempt the rcdu^on of the 
i|l«n4 
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ifland *. Chi^opkert. Accordingly SRRt»ia 

Latitrenee Wright, with a fqu^dron pf ineq 9I 
war and a body of troopa comniwi^^ ty- 
general Cadringtm, came ?p anf^hor lp9^ 
fore tbe iQan^, an^ a laq^ing w^9 un^^^t^i 
ken at a place ceiled frlggoi% gay with fyf^ 
hundred men. Thefe at^^cli'd tUp Frtmb ^ 
vigDroqfly, that after 4 hp? difpiitf of a^ut 
euro ha^rsj they beat th^m out pf th^ir trfii^^ 
o. The reft Of the tropp? beipg fendedj tft 
the qumher of 8l>o^t two thpylan^ fiye t>mj- 
^red men, tha whole body rn.archc^ |o^ar4n 
JM* 2«t<, and Sndiflg th? enf my advant^?-, 
Qufly polled betw^tn two bills, (hey ^tt^ck'd, 
and after an hour's refiikocp.^efevedL tb^m. 
^Jfe Ttrre^ upon the apprQaCh 9f 5l>¥ ^iift 
fquadron^ wa« itnniediuely deferred by; tb& 
enemy, who retired to the gapijptaipt The 
Sngk^L forces marched nc^t (o 0(«-/ei |i^|^ 
which after a fiege of few d%y$ furren49ro4* 

St. cbrifiofbtvs being thm f?dqced, p^r^ o| 
the troops made thpmt^lYes n\a^tcrs of St. 
SufiM't a neighbouring iQan<t whi^h the ei)e<-, 
my had takca from ^p Pn^k- 

The following year, thpy ^ttack'd, plunder- 
ed and utterly deflroyed ch; FreiK^ iflan^ 9£ 
Aifirlgtfkstti and afterwards landing oq Q^?- 
iakpAi anothex gonfid^rabte iOand belonging 
to the Frtncb, they defeated a. body of th? 
enemies, and made themfelres maftersof the 
^own* £uc as they were pccp^riag to attack 

the 
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the forts, advice was brought of the approach 
of a fquadron of eleren B-mcit men of war 
ftnd frigates under command of monfietir D» 
Cafe, coming from Alartimeo to its relief; 
which obliged them haftily to quit the ifland,. 
after having done confiderable damage to the 
enemy's plantations. 

In the beginning of the year 1695", Cap- 
tain Rohtrt Wilmut was fent vnth a fquadron 
of men of war and fome land forces to the 
jfland St. Domingo ; where the forces being 
joined by fome Spanipi troops, and marching 
to bcfiege the town and fort of Cojk Francoh 
the E-encb blew up the fort, on which were 
mounted forty pieces of cannon, and burnt- 
the town at their approach. After this, fome 
troops were landed near Fort dt F»'x on the 
fame ifland, which deftroyed the enemy's plan- 
tations, and took and demoliflied the fort ; in 
which were found eighty pieces of cannon 
mounted, and itore of ammunition. 

On the other iide, the Frtnch did confi- 
derable damage in Ntwfoundland ; where moft 
of the Englipi fettlements were deftroyed by. 
eight large privateers, and the Saphircy a fifth 
rate, was burnt tO' prevent her falling into 
thdr hands. A confiderable fort on the river 
Gambia in Africs was likewife taken and de- 
moliflied by the enemy. 

In the year 1696, rear-adijural Nevil being 
fent 
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fent with a fquadron to the iVefi-hdUs^ met 
and engaged moniieur Telntyy who was return- 
ing with a great booty taken from the Spa- 
nlardt at the plundering of Cartagena ; But fc- 
veral accidents^ which difabled tlie fails of the 
FMgllfii fiiips during the chafe, prevented that 
treafure's falling into his hands. He after- 
wards detached nine £hips of his fguadron 
to attempt fetit Guavas j which place was ta- 
ken by furprife : But molt of the failors who 
were landed, drinking too plentifully of the 
liquors they found in the town, the comma- 
dore was forced to fct fire to it fooner than 
was intended; fo that a conHderabte booty 
was loft for want of good order and difci- 
pline. 

Moniieur Rint^f who To narrowly efcaped 
from rear-admiral NtvHj got not home to 
Brefi without a fecond rencounter with four 
ftout &tglijb men of war, and a frigate, un- 
der command of captain Harlmv^ about 90 
leagues H'.S.W. from Sdl^-j which after a 
fight of two hours obliged him to bear away ; 
but his Ibips being clean and thofe of the 
Engll^ foulj 'twas impolBble to come up with 
him. 

At laft, the flames of war, which had fprcad 
thcmfelves over fo great a part of the world, 
were extinguiflicd by a treaty of peace, which 
was concluded at Rjfwickf Anno 1697. 

By virtue of this treaty, king William wa« 
<" acknowledged 
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ickno^Iedged at kiftg Cf England, A;c fitid 
hb principality of C>r«(^e «ai reftorcd ; zi 
were Ukewife whatever places had been taKed 
ia the Wtfi-ln^t by either p«rfy. 

Tho' ihe f^eneb, during the courfe of the war, 
were bat toofncce&fnt in caking great numbers 
of nlercHant-fliips by their priTatecrs, yet thcit 
lofi in (hips of their royal na^y, which were 
taken or deflroyedj was far more coaii^ru- 
bte than that of the Bn£lijh. tat it Was cOni- 
ptiteA chilt in engagements wicH the Eit^J^ 
they loil about (iicty men of war ^tld ff igates> 
«nd among them thirty-onfc frOftt thirty td 
a bnfidred and fbur ^uhs} Whereas the En^ 
Wfi loft but lifty, amoiig which were only 
nineteen from thirty to feventy. It ha* like- 
Vife tfeeif cwh'putedj that thfongh the care of 
Che governnientj the royat navy of Et^lanS 
wa«, at the «nd of this War, increafed about 
one third part in bulk ttd force of fhip^j taott 
than in the ye^ ii588. 

During the Ihort Incerral between this and 
the ftcccedirig war, a difference arifing be- 
tween the two l^ortberii crowni, Sir Geor^t 
Rook, at the hedd of it fleet of twenty-three 
Englijh and Dutch men of war, befides frigates^ 
fire-fhips and bomb-veflcis, was fent Atmo 
iyoi, to the Bslticij to the affiftarice of the 
SvreJei, He wai joined Jidy 6, withotrt oppo- 
fition from the Efurns, by the S-a/ed'ij^ fittct ioti- 
fifting of thirty-foor faU of men of War and 
frigaccs. 
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frigates, five firc-ffiipsj and a Bomlj-veflcll 
Upon this conjundion, the Dmijh fleet?, oC 
twenty-eight fliips of the line, retired befbrfc 
Copenhagen, where they fecured" themfelMs 6y 
Tunk vcffels, by PfaBm (or floating batteries) 
and booms laid athwart the harbour, n&vt^ 
ever, the bomb-veflels were brought fo neai*, 
that they were twice bombarded; But wirfl 
very little faccefs. Soon after this, the king 
of Siveden landed with a body of troof^ aeat 
Elfeneur, under prote<ftion of the confe*ratt 
. fleet, and preparations were made for laying 
flege to Copenhagen : Upon which, the king of 
ptni*tark thought fit to come to an accommo- 
dation ; and the peace was accordingly con'- 
eluded at Travendd, Aug. \% the lamt year. 

The Ftencb court, by their refined poHticks> 
having found means to fet the duke of Anjen^ 
fecond fon of the Dau^b'm, on the throne of 
5)j<h'», in defiance of the molt folemn treatieff, 
this produced a new war between the confe- 
derates and the crowns of Frame and Spuih 
in conjundion. 

The firft confideraWe adion that employed 
the na^^ forces of the confederates in Earepi^ 
was the attempt on Cadiz. : On which occafit- 
on. Sir Gevrgt Rook commanded the fleet, and 
the late d^e of Ormond headed the troopf; 
conliiding ^ about ten' thousand men: The 
fleet being. arrived in the Ba^ of Bdis, the 
troops lajid^ Afg^ i;, Ami> 1702. Abbat ail 
hundred 
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faandred £»; ^ granadicrs, who wore &t& fet 
on fiioar, under command of Colonel Beret, 
were immediately actack'd by a body of Spa- 
nifh horfe, headed by a lieutenant-general ; 
but tbey flood fo iirm^ and made fo brisk a 
fire^ that the lieutenant-general was killed, and 
the horfe were put to the rout. The reft of 
the troops, being landed, notwithftanding the 
hot fire of the enemy from Fort Sf. Catharine^ 
and divers batteries (from which the Sfontards 
were at lafl driven by the cannon of the fri- 
gates which favoured the landing) the army 
marched the neit day to Rota j which was im- 
mediately furrcndered. On the 20th, they 
marched to ftrr Sf. Mary's^ the Spanl^rdi re- 
treating before them : Whereupon the place was 
entered without any oppoficion, being aban- 
doned by the garrifon and inhabitants. Here 
the foldiers drinking too freely of the Spaaijh 
wines could not be kept under difcipline, but 
plundered the town, which was very rich : Nor 
were fome of the officers lefs guilty than the 
private foldiers. This much exafperated the 
people of the country, and proved very pre- 
judicial to the aiFairs of king Charles^ to fup- 
port whofe title egainft the duke of ;4tijoitj the 
expedition was chiefly undertaken. On the 
22d, a party was fenc which took polTeffion 
of Fcrt St. Catherine^ near the landing-place. 
But after this, nothing was attempted againlt 
Cadiz, for a confiderable time : Which long 
delay 
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delay gave opportunity to the enemy to fe- 
curc the paiTage into the harbour^ by a ftrong 
boom, and dirers refTcU which they funk ; 
fo that it was afterwards judged impradica- 
ble to force it, while the two forts of the 
Bmtal and Matagorda were unreduced. The 
Matagorda was therefore attempted by a body 
of lix thoufund men, commanded by baron 
SfOT^ the Dntcb general : fiuc the troops being 
expofed to the fire of feven Spawfi men of war, 
and eight gallies, and the ground being fo 
boggy, as not to admit of trenches deep e- 
nough to cover the men, nor of batteries for 
planting the heavy cannon, 'twas thought 
proper to retire from the fort, after having 
burnt the magazines at Rrf Real, The defign 
to reduce CaJiz. being found impradicablc, 
the army drew ofFj and, having burnt and dc- 
Itroyed all the ftores at Rn St. Mary's and 
j^ow, returned on board. The refolution of 
retiring a-board was the rather taken, be- 
caufe no Spaniards of note had come in and 
declared for king CbarUs, as was expedled. 

The fleet, having mifs'd of the dcfircd fuc- 
cefs, was returning home, when captaia 
Hardy f of the Pembroke^ brought the welcome 
news of the arrival of the galleons at Figo, * 
port of Galiiciay Under convoy of a fqua- 
. dron of French men of war. Hereupon, it 
was immediately refolved to fail thither. The 
fleet being arrived off the harbour, fixteen 
S Ettgliik 
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BMglipy^ and ten Dutch men of war, were fenc 
in, and the late duke of Ormond was landed 
with a body of two thoufand, fire hundred 
men. Though the troops were obliged to 
march up craggy hnfc, in the face of an army 
of eight thouiand Spaniards, before they could 
come at the forts which guarded the entrance 
of the harbour ,- yet they at^ed with fuch cou- 
rage and refolution, that the Spaniards were 
foonrepuls'd. The enemies had not only pro- 
vided the forts with all neceffaries, but had 
raifed federal batteries, and laid a ftrong 
boom a-crofs the harbour. But the troops 
having actack'd and maftered the neareit fort 
and batteries, the boom could not long re- 
tard the fate of the enemy's fleet. Vice-ad- 
niiral Hepfon, in the Torbay, who was the firft 
that entered within the boom, (for the break- 
ing of which, he was afterwards knighted, 
and obtained a confiderable penfion) was im- 
mediately laid a-board by one of the irtnch 
firc-fliips. But the firc-Ihip, being partly 
laden with fouiF, and blowing up foon after, 
the flames were almoft extinguifli'd by the 
fnufF; fo that through the diligence of the 
officers and failors, who remained a-board, 
<for divers had leap'd into the water) the 
fliip was prefcrved. The French men of war, 
which lay ranged behind the boom, in the 
form of an half-moon, fired very briskly at 
firft i but, after a fight of about half an hour^ 

the 
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the enemies feJI into confufion, and fet fire to 
fevcral of their own Ihips. They confifted 
of fifteen men of war, from ferenty-fix to 
forty-two guns, two frigates and a fire-ihip^ 
of which five were brougjlit off by the EttgUfi, 
and one by the Dutcb^ the reft being either 
burnt or bilged. The galleons (which had ma 
up the river as far as they conveniently 
could) were feventeen ; four of which were 
taken afloat, and two aflioar, by the Engiip^ 
and five by the Dutch : The others were burnt. 

The booty taken by the confederates was 
very confiderable. For cho' fourteen millions 
of pieces of eight were carried . afiioar, be- 
fore their arrival, yet 'twas computed that 
fix miflions fiill remained on board, befides 
vaft quantities of rich goods. 

Sir Cloude^ey Shovtl arriving foon after the 
a^ion, was left at Vigo by the admiral, with - 
orders to refit and bring home fuch of the 
■French and SpanJjh fhips as were in a con- 
dition to put to Sea, and to dcitroy the reft.' 
This was accordingly executed i and a galleon 
which lay on fiioar being unloaded, and an 
hundred and ten large brafs guns being taken 
from the batteries and out of fome of the 
Frtnch men of war that were "bilged, the 
goods and cannon were brought with the 
other prizes to England. 

The following year was not very remark- 

-flble for anions at Sea : Only feven Frentb 

S 2 men 
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men of war and large prirateers from Dua- 
iirk attacking the Salhtuty and Adventure ^ which 
were convoys to fome merchant-fiiips home- 
ward bound from HollatiJ^ the former was 
takcHj with feveral merchant^fliipi, after a 
brave defence; And two French men of war 
of fifty two and fifty guns^ called the Angufi 
and the HazarJenfj as alfo two Spanijh galleon 
men of war of fixty guns each^ called the 
£anta Therefa and the Tbrta Geli^ were taken^ 
at feveral times, by the EngHfi. 

But that which rendered the year 170;, 
particularly remarkable was the dreadful hur- 
ricane which happened November x6th at night. 
It would be endlefs as well as foreign to our 
defign to enter on a detail of the tofles it occa- 
fioncd by land : The lofs fufFered by Sea, with 
regard to the royal navy, was computed to 
be thirteen men of war and frigates. Rear- 
admiral Beaumont in the Aiarj was drowned, 
and Sir Cloudefi^ Shovel and Sir Stafford Fair- 
horn were very much endangered, being dri- 
ven to the coalt of Norway. A great num- 
ber of merchant-fhips were miffing, fome of 
which fared themfelves in foreign ports, and 
others, after having fuffered extremely at Sea, 
■returned much difabled. But the lols of Sea- 
men was moft deplorable. Yet thro' the wif- 
dom and zeal of the parliament (which im- 
mediately voted the building of double the 
number of men of war) and the prudent 
meafures 



D,£,,t,7P-hy Google 



Columna Roflrata. 277 

mearures taken by the government, for the 
encouragement and increafe of Seamen^ thit 
great calamity became an advantage. 

Sic George Roek being fent, the following 
year, with the confederate fleet to the Me- 
iittrranean, and receiving intelligence of the 
weaknef* of the garrifon of Gibraltar^ formed 
a deilgn to reduce that important place. 
For this purpofe, having firft landed the ma- 
rines, to cut o£f the communication with the 
main, he fent a fummons to the governor, to 
furrender to his catholick majefty kmgCharlet 
III. Upon his refufal, twenty- two men of 
war, Engllfh and Dutch, commanded by rear- 
admiral Bffttg, were ordered to cannonade 
the town ; which was done for fevcral hours 
with great fury, it being computed that fif- 
teen ihoufand Oioc were fired. By this means 
the enemy was driven from the battery ac 
the fouth>molc-head^ upon which the boatt 
were manned and fent under captain WhitO' 
ker (afterwards Sir Edward) to take pofTeffion 
of it. This was executed with the utmoft 
bravery. But the Spaniards having laid a 
train to the powder-magazine, it blew up, 
and killed and wounded above an hundred 
men ; Notwithltanding which, the failors 
advanced and took a redoubt between the 
mole and the town. The confcquence was, 
that though the place was very ilrong 
both by nature and art (having an hundred 
S ] cannon 
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cannon planted towards the Sea) yet the gar- 
rifon was obliged to furrender, about the 
end of Juntj after an attack of three days. 

In jiugufif near Caft Malaga^ happened the 
only general engagement of this war. The 
confederate fleet confided of fifty-rhree fhips. 
Under command of Sir George Roek, and the 
French were fifty-two Ihips (for the molt part 
Very large) and twenty-four gallics, com- 
manded by the count De Tholoufe, high-admi- 
tal of France. In lefs than two hours after 
the fight was begun by the confederatesj 
the enemy's van, being vigcroufly prefe'd by 
Sir Cloudejley Shovel^ began to give way; as 
did their rear foon after, being no lefs vi- 
goroufly attack'd by the Vutcb. But the ene- 
mies being very ilrong in the center, and 
fome of the Efgli^ Ihips being obliged to go 
Out of the line, for want of (hot (occafioned 
by the great expence of it at Gibraltar) feveral 
of Sir George Rook's own fquadron futFered 
very much. About feven in the evening, 
one of the French admiral's fcconds advanced 
out of the line, and began a dole engage- 
ment with the St. George, commanded by Sir 
Johrt Jennivgs ; but, notwithftanding that the 
Si. George had already fiifFcrcd much, ffie met 
with fuch rough treatment, that ihe had dif- 
ficulty enough to rejoin the line, after the 
lofs of both her captains, and abundance of 
ber men. The whole French fleet (according 
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to our accounts) retired foon after, and the 
next day were out of fight. 

Tho* the ftrength of both parties in men 
of war had been equal, (whereas the Fre»ch 
-hadfome hundreds of cannon more than the 
confederates) yet the French^ whofe fhips were 
clean, full manned, well provided with am- 
munition, and affifted by gallies which could 
tow them off or on at pleafure, would have 
had great advantages. The killed and wound- 
ed, on the fide of the confederates, were two 
thoufand, feven hundred and fixty-eight ; but 
not a Ihip was loft, during the fight. On the 
other fide, the French confefs but fifteen hun- 
d;red men killed and wounded, and pretend 
that the confederates firft quitted the place 
of battle *. But whatever they may pretend, 
'tis certain that the iflue of this general en- 
gagement deprived them of the inclination 
to hazard another. For, after this, they ne- 
ver ventured their fleet at Seaj but contented 
themfelves with fending out fquadrons to di- 
flurb the commerce of the confederates, by 
attacking their convoys ■ of which we IhaU 
hear more anon. 

The lofs of Gibraltar was fo fenfible a blow 
to Spain, that a refolution was foon taken to 
attempt to regain it. Accordingly, in the 
beginning of Oiioker^ the fame year, a Freneh 
fquadron of nineteen fiiips, great and fmall,, 
S 4 came 

• Eatlwr Dm'fs Hift- of Franit. Vol. S- 
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came into the bay, with defign to befiege 
the place by Sea, while the marquis De nlla- 
darias with eight thoafand men, French and 
SpaniarJt, did the fame by land. However, 
the French^ having landed fix battalions, 
thought proper, for the molt part, to quit 
the bay, leaving only fix frigates, from forty 
to twenty guns. Upon advice of this. Sir 
yobn Leakt, who was left with part, of the 
confederate fleet in thofe Seas, made the nc- 
ceffary difpofitions to repair to the relief of 
the place. His arrival there, on the lyth of 
O&obery witli fourteen Englipj and fix Dutch 
men of war from Lisbon^ Wd& fo fudden and 
uncxpefSed, that he furprized two of the 
enemy's frigates of thirty-four guns each, one 
of twelve, a fire-lhip, a tartan, and two Evg- 
Itfi prizes, all which, being run a-fiioar, were 
burnt ; and one of thirty guns was taken : 
Whereupon, having reinforced the garrifon 
with two thoufand men, he returned to 

In the end of Fthuary following. Sir John 
received advice, that monfieur Tomty was ar- 
rived in the bay of Gibraltar with fourteen 
men of war, and two fire-ftiips, and that the 
Fretich and Spartijlj zrmy^ defigned to makeagc- 
neidl affault upon the town. Hereupon, h* 
failed again to its relief. March 9, he difco- 
vcred five fail of the enemies making out of 
the bayj to follow the reft of their fquadron, 
which 
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which went oiFj upon the firft notice of his 
approach. Thefc he immediately gave chafe 
to J and foon after, one of them, called the 
Arrogant , Carrying lixty guns, was taken ,- ai 
were two others, viz,, the Ardctit of fixty-fii, 
and the Mar^uifc of fifty-fix, after fome little 
rcfiftance. The other two, called the Mipuf 
ntme of feycnty-four, and the Lit of eighty-fix 
guns, were run a-flioar, and burnt by the ene- 
mies thcmfclvcs. 

Thus Gihaltar was the fecond time relieved^ 
when reduced to the laft extremity. Upon 
which, the enemy, dcfpairing of fuccefi, broke 
up the ftege, after the lofs of a great part of 
their troops, by the brave defence of the 
prince of Hejfe Darmfiad and the Eng}ifk gar-,- 
rifon. 

King Charlej, having received an invitation 
from his adherents in Cataloaia, the neceflary 
preparations were made for his landing in that 
province, with a body of Englipt and Dutci 
troops, to aflert his right to the crown of 
Spaiftt Every thing being ready, the fleet, un- 
der command of Sir John Leake, failed the 
fame year (being i?©^) to Bareelona^ the capi- 
tal of Catalottia : Where the troops, confilting 
of about three thoufand men, being landed 
and joined by a body of four or five thou- 
fand Catalans, that City, in which was a nu- 
merous garrjfon, was befieged by Sea and 
l^and, and reduced, in a fliort time, to the 
obedience 
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obedience of kirg Charles, who made it his 
place of refidence. But the brave prince of 
Ifejfe Darmjiad was unfortunately killed in the 
attack upon Fort Mmt Jom. 

In order to regain this important place, a 
Frinch Aimy, conliQing of abottt twenty thou- 
Cmd men^ under command of the marefchal 
Pr TtJ/i, was fent to form the licge by Land, 
while a ftrong fquadron block'd it up by Sea. 
The ficge had lafted near fix weeks, when the 
garrifon and inhabitants (together with the 
l^g) being reduced to great extremities^ were 
leafbnably relieved in the beginning of My/. 
vjp6f by the confederate fleet, at whofe ap- 
ffoach, the enemy's fquadron retired j as did 
cbeir army, foon after, upon the landing of 
a body of troops, under the earl of Ptterbo- 
rmgh. The enemies left behind them a hun- 
dred and fix pieces of braft-cannon, forty- 
feven'mortars, two thoufand bombs, ten thou- 
faad grenadoes, forty thoufand cannon-bullets^ 
five thoufand' barrels of powder, hve hundred 
barrels of tnusket-fhot, and a vaA quantity of 
pcor^ons, with many of their fick and wound- 
ed men. In their retreat, they were much 
harais'd, both by the miquelets and regular 
tcoops. 

- The fleet afterwards failed to attack Cartbo' 
^ntty and from thence proceeded to Allcant^ 
where a body of F.ngli^ failors, headed by. 
their proper Sea-officcrSj fignalized themfelvea 

by 
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by mounting the breach, and caking -dw 
town, after the grenadiers, who ftonn'd ir, 
had been rcpuls'd : Which brave exploit wat 
fbon after followed by the furrcndcr of thtf 
eaftle. 

The iflands of Tvlca and Majarc* furrsn- 
deredj on the firft approach of the fleet. 

The fame year (being 1706) there happen:*il 
feveral fliarp engagements between the FftncB 
Jquadrons and fome EngU^ convoys. Threef 
Englijh men of war, i/;*:. the Rayai^ak^ the 
Hampten-Courty and the Grxften^ flora fcvcnt]* 
to feventy-fix guns, with fevefal merchant-i 
lhip» under their convoy, were atackM in the 
Channel^ by the chevalier de St. Vad^ with nine! 
Trench men of war from Dunhirhj of betwcctt 
fifty and lixcy guns, and feveral flout priva*-. 
teers. After a very long and defperate fight^ 
the Graftm and Hamftett-Court were oWiged toi 
furrender, (one of the captains being killed,- 
and the other mortally wounded) aiid were can- 
ricd to Z)«»i»VA,with five or lis of the raercham- 
fhips : But ttm chevalier dt St, Pml loft his 
life in the engagement. Soon after this rnif- 
fortune, there happened another ; for com- 
madore EdwarJsj with the Dtw^in^ Qun^r- 
land, Rayal-Oak^ Chefitr and iJwiy, from fifty to' 
eighty guns, fallii^ in, near the Lami's-efiJ, 
with the united fquadrons of monHear Fourbin 
and monficuF 2)» Gisai Tromn^ coniifting of 
twelve fhips, from forty to fcTcnty-^wo guns, 
and 
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and being much orerpoweredj the Cumha-' 
UnJ of eighty^ and the Ci^ejler and Ruiy of 
fifcj guni each were taken after a bloody 
fight ; and the Divmjhire of eighty guns blew 
up, but the Rfijral-Oaij after haring cleared 
her decks oi the enemy who boarded her, 
elcaped a fecond time^ as did molt of the 
merchant'Oiips under their convoy. 

On the other fide^ the Rumnty of fifty guns, 
captain Ccny commander, brought off from 
under the cannon pf Malaga a French (hip of 
iixteeo guns with thirty pieces of brafs can- 
non on board, being part of tbofe which be- 
longed to monfieur Pimty's Ihips that were 
forced on Ibore near Gibraltar by Sir feha 
Liaie. And foon after, in company of the 
Milford and Foivay^ the fame captain attacked 
a French man of war of Hxty-four guns lying 
tuder a caftie near Mmeria^ which blew 
up, during the engagement. He afterwards' 
£ngly attack'd and took a man of war of 
forty-four guns, called the Mircury. 

The confederates, to give an eiftfdual proof 
of their being mailers at Sea, and at the 
lame time to take the moft effeiftual mea- 
fures to remain fo, made an attempt foon af- 
ter on the harbour of Theulon, the ftation of 
the capital fliips of the Friach royal navy. 
For this purpofe an army of thirty-five thou- 
fand men, headed by the duke of Savcy and 
prince Eugene, marched from Btdmm along 

the 
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the coaft of Provenee, being attended tiy the 
grand fleet under Sir (^tudeflty Shovel, The 
fleet being come before the mouth of the 
river Var (which it Mfas necelfary for the ar- 
my to pafs in their way to lUulm) Sir Clou* 
dtftty brought his ifaips lb near^ that he fore* 
cd the enemy's troops, that guarded the op- 
polite bank of the rirer out of their works ; 
io that Sir John Norris^ landing with fire or 
fix hundred Teamen and marines^ took pofle& 
fion of them without refinance. The fleet 
and army being arrived before Tioa/ow, the 
liege was undertaken : But the marefchal Se 
"ttffe having by hafty marches >fiE*t^ented the 
confederates, and taken poflef&on of the 
ouc-wockt of the place with forty battali" 
ons, they found fuch refiftance that the ar- 
my was obliged to retreat. The town was 
however bombarded by the fleet (after the ta- 
king of the forts of St. A^garet and St. Lewit 
at the entrance of the harbour) and the ma- 
gazine of cordage together with divers fine 
buildings were laid in alhes. To prevent the 
firing of the men of war which lay in the 
harbour, the enemy funk about twenty of 
them (ten or more being three-deck Ihips) 
which were all fo damaged that they were 
never after fit for fervice. 

Sir Cloudejlej/, returning home from this ex- 
: pcdition with part of the fleet, had the mif- 
fortune to be caft away in hazy weather 



D,g,t,7P:hy Google 



%96 Cdumna Rofiratd, 

in \m brave ihip the jlffeciathn of ninet]^ 
guns, upon the rocks of SciUy. The fame dif- 
•fter befell two other mea of war^ viz,, the 
£^ of ferenty, and the Bmmtey of fifty 
guns, conunonded by the captains Ha»^ 
aek and Cony^ which, were alfo loil with aU 
their men^ tc^ther with the Fire-krand fice- 
^p ,- the other fliips in their company ef- 
<caping with great difficulty. The body of 
■the admiral was found fbme time after, and 
honourably interred in Wtpnlnfter-Abbey with 
a monument and infcription fuitable co his 
great merit. 

The enemy, broken with misfortunes both 
by Land and Sea, was willing to make an 
experiment, which^ had it met with fuccefs, 
■would have ciFedually retrieved his afEairs. 
A projed was farmed to land the pretend^ 
er to the British crown in Scotland^ where 
he had at that time a conHdcrable party. 
With this view, a fguadron of fifteen fail, 
■under command of monfieur Fourb'm was 
fitted out, and a body of troops confifting of 
twelve battalions embarqued at Dunkirk. But 
the Britipi court having timely notice of the 
defign, a fleet of forty men of war was got 
ready with fuch expedition, under the con- 
dud of Sir George Bfng, that the enemies 
-being purfued and overtsJtcn on the coaft of 
.Scttlmd^ were obliged to quit their enterprise 
with the lofr of a mta of war c^ fiFty guns, 
formerly 
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formerly taken from the En^l'flii and called 
the Saliiburyy on board of which were fonnd 
fire companies of the troops^ together with 
the lords Griffin and Clermoatj the marquis De 
Levi (a French lieutenant-general) and direi* 
others pf note. 

In the year 1708, Sir John Leahe^ who com-^ 
manded the grand fleet in the room of Sir 
Clouiejky Shovel^ met in the Mediterrantdn with 
a fleet of ninety factees and tartans laden 
with provisions for the Fi'tnch army in the 
/imfourdan^ and convoycd by three frigates j 
of which fleet above feventy were taken; 
but, it being calm, the frigates efcapedj by 
means of their oars. 

It being afterwards rcfolved to attempt Sar- 
d'lnia^ Sir Joibn with the grofi of the fleet ar- 
rivedj Jug. I, before CagHarif the capital of 
that ifland, which he bombarded all nighty 
and the next morning landed the marines 
and a Spattijh regimentj under command of 
rrtajor-general mih ; whereupon the governor 
furrcndered ; which example was followed by 
the whole ifland. 

Soon after, part of the fleet being com- 
manded by Sir Edward whitahr. With a bo- 
dy of troops confifting of two thoufand four 
hundred men, under lieutenant-general Stan- 
boptj made an attempt on IWt-Aiabon: which 
place, together with the whole ifland of Ji^ 
mrea, was reduced about the middle of Sep- 
Umbtr 
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tmitr. Thus the Engl^, with Tcry little loft, 
became matters of one of the moft conve- 
nient harbours of the Meiiterrmean. There 
were found in the place above an hundred 
guns mounted, and the garrifon confifted of 
eight hundred effe^ivc men well provided 
with all necelTaries. 

The fame year, my lord Durflej, after ha- 
ting taken fcvcral privateers and other vcf- 
fels near Hfmouth, retook an EngUJh man of war, 
called the Brifiol, of fifty guns, and took a Frtneb 
■ fliip of war, called the Gloire, of forty-four 
gunsj and afterwards giving chafe to mon- 
fieur Du Guai Trouin in his ftiip, the Mhllles, he 
followed him fo clofe that he made his cfcape 
with great difficulty. 

In the year 1709, the £»g/(/Ii frigates in the 
Medittrrantan took between fixty and fevemy 
prizes from the enemy i among which was « 
man of war of fifty-fix guns, called the Gal' 
Uardf as alfo three rich (hips from Turkey and 
as many from Marfeitltt^ and a fleet of above 
fifty fail, laden with pcovifions for the French 
troops. 

About the end of the year, the '^mbroke and 
Ji/cfls offixty-four, and thirty-two guns, be- 
ing attack'd near Nice by three French men of 
war, of feventy, fixty, and fifty-four guns, 
the former, after the lofs of the captain and 
a hundred and forty men killed and wound- 
ed, was much difabled, and obliged to fur- 
rendec 
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i^hder ,' as was the Fdem foon after. On thc^ 
the other fide, the fFarJpght and BreJa^ of 
feVeiity guns eacb^ took near c«^ Itcxentj af- 
ter a fhort, bat warm difpute^ a French Ihip 
of war tii fifty- four gohtt, ca&td the Moor. 
" The year followiiigi Sir John NerrA^ bein^ 
with the fleet in the Mediterrantait, received 
adrice, in the beginning of Jimef that the 
duke of Titrfit was failed with his fquadroh of 
^arufii galliet, and fonie fattees with troop«j 
to make a defcent on Smrdinia : Whereupon^ 
he approached that ifland, to prevent the 
defign. But, ere he arrived^ they had landed 
four hundred menj and takeb the t<)wn of Terr* 
Nova, However, it was foon retaken by fome 
Emgl^ forcesj Which were put on flioar undet- 
geoeral Brovm ; and four fatiees, Which had 
hndcd the enemy's troops^ were fciz'd. Aftef 
this. Sir Jtha, purfuing the duke to the coaft 
of Corjka^ took feren more of his fattCes ac an-^ 
fihor, near AdjMxxoi with all hit provifions ; 
but Che duke With his gallieS hid the good fof 
tone to efcape. 

The fame yearj a. projca wai formed, by 
«ne monfieur i>e Seifan (formerly a major^e« 
liirkl in the B-tnch fcrvicci but diigaftcd) to. 
«arry the war into i^«wtfi and, by joining thd 
'BbttfiaHts of the Cevmmt^ tb r(»ke a diterfion 
Sa favour of king Charles^ With this vicWj a: 
hfkding was undertaken with About Soixi thou-: 
fiind men^ under major-genoral ^aiikeftf neat 
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Cttte, a fea-pc^c of LangaeJoe^ in the neigh-' 
bourbood of the ' Cevsrmes ; which place was 
foon taken, at was alfo the town of jIgJe. 
But the dukes Dr Raijaelaar and NeaiUes coming 
down with a great body of troops, they were 
obliged to recnrn a-board, with the lofe of 
fifty men, who retired not in time from » 
certain advanced fort. 

To conclude the war in Europtj many prized 
were taken by the Englijh frigates in the MeJi- 
ttrranean, and near the coafts of Ptanu and 
Jbrttgal : And On the other fide, the Advict, 
a fmall EngU^ fourth-rate, commanded by the 
lord Duffus, was taken by feveral large prira- 
teers, after a fiiarp fight, wherein the B^lifft 
fhip was much ftattered, many of her men were 
killed and difabled^ and his lord&ip himfidf 
/cceived no left tlran eight wounds. 

The beginning of the war in Amtr'tca ww 
unfortunate, through the lofs of vice-admiral 
Semkeiv, a perfon, who, from a mean original, 
had raifcd himfelf to that high ftation by his 
extraordinary merit. This brave feaman be- 
ing fcnt with a fquadfon of fix men of war 
•o the Wtft-btdkt^ and going in fearch of mon- 
fieur Du O^fj (who was carrying the Spani^ 
duke of Alin^u€rtfKe to his government of Afesrie* 
with a good number of troops a-board) took 
and deltroyed, by the way, eight or ten mer- 
t^nt-fliips, and a man of war, capable .of 
■ wrrying fifty guns. Afterward* difcovering; 
jnoaficur 
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tttQoficur Du C£p, with four large fhips of 
war, and a frigajce of thirty guns, together 
ivitli rome fmaller refltlSj he gave him chafe^ 
and coming up with him on the 19th of Au~ 
■gi^f ij6±t toi^ards night, engaged him with 
great refolution. The chafe and fight wer£ 
iencwed by the vice-admiral, feveral day* fuc- 
cd&vely. But, diveri of his captains keeping 
a-&cttt, the Ruhy (onb of the Sxgll^ fhips, 
whofe paptain had behaved very bravely) was 
{a difabled, that on the fifth day fhe was fcn6 
xo Jamaica to refit : And chf feme day, the 
-tice- admiral, wlio continued the chafe almoft. 
Alone, being clofely engaged with one of 
i:he enemy's fliips, hzA his right leg broken 
-by s chain-ilfaoc, t)f which hurt he died foon 
after at J^naica. A fevency-g^ ftiip .of the 
enemy was {b di&bled;. that, had the vice-ad- 
-fliira) been veil feconded, ihe mult infallibly. 
-bavc fallen into bis hands : BUt, for want of 
SfliftaJice,. he w;u not only deprived of this 
advantage, but beiog hiniTelf dangeroufly 
-.S^oundcd, and his fhip much ihattercd, fie was 
at laftiobligedto give over the c\x^{t. Two pf 
;his' captains (^lilx,. Kirlky of the Dcfitnce^ and 
ft^ade of the GreevivichJ were afterwards .fhot^; 
, and a third (viz,. Cmfiable of tiw H^ndfor) was 
'.cafhier'd and imprifun'd; for segled 6f dtity^ 

MoMfieur Oa CaJJi returning from the /ff/- 

bJiet With his four men of war,' very ricliljr 

kiadi *a!fl rtea MarcS rS, lyz^, by vice-ifd- 

T i a&ta 
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TKXiS^aydtn with four fhips of like force ; 
one of which came up with, and engaged hw 
ftcrnmoft ftiip : But Da Cafes making lie bcft 
of his Way, efcapcd the fecond time. 

In the year 1703, the EngUfii, under com- 
ntand of rear-admiral Wbttjigntj entering the 
Frentb haven of Pttlt-Guavtu, took or deftroyed 
three Itout prirateers, and four merdumt- 
fhips. And commadore WdUur, making an at- 
tempt on the Fttncb ifland Giudtliipe, landed 
in the very face of the enemy, and took the 
town, forcing the French to Wow up the fort 
and caftlc, and to retire into the woods : Uff- 
on which, che Efiglijb plundered and burnt 
the towHj an4 deftroyed the country. Nor 
were thcfethe only loffcs fuftained by the o- 
nemy. For about the feme titne, captain Jo^ 
Leake (afterwards Sir Jcbn) feiUng with m 
fmall fquadron to NtiafounMaHdy took or de- 
ftroyed no left than fifty-one Ifaips, and ruin- 
ed all the French fettlements on the: iftand. 

After chefe exploits, nothing remarkable 
happen'd on that fide of the globe, till the year 
1708 i when, in the month of A£t/, comma- 
dore Wager, (now Sir Charles) with three men 
of war, and afire-fliip, \net and attackUtbc 
■ Sfaatjh galleons, being twelve in number, in 
company with five other (hips. The comma- 
dore, in his (hip the' Expedir'tmt engaged, the 
Span'^ admiral, carrying fixty-four gun>, aiid 
li» huadred men, which, after a difpute of an 
faouc 
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bour and an half^ blew up with many (Ibtne 
fey thirty) millions of pieces of eight value 
in gold and filver. He next atcack'd the 
rear-admiral, being a Ihip of forty-four guns, 
and cho' it wa« become atmoft dark, oblig- 
ed her to furrender with a cargoe fo confi- 
derablc, that his ffaare alone was faid to 
amount to an hundred thoufand pounds. The 
trice-admiral, of fixty-four guns, had the for- 
tune to efcape from the other EngU^ Ihipa 
with a prodigious treafure. That thole three 
fliips were immenfely rich may ealily be be- 
lieved } both becaufe they were faid to have 
had the whole treafure of gold and filver a- 
board, and likcwife, becaufe the galleons had 
not returned to &tr9fe in feveral years. An- 
other galleon, of forty guns, was run a-ihoar, 
foon after the a^on^ and blown up, to pre. 
venc her falling into the hands of the Engilfi. 
Commadore IVager, for his bravery (hewn up* 
on tlus occafion, was afterwards made rear- 
admiral of the Biiu. 

Though the vice-admiral of the gaKeons 
efcaped for that time ,• yet ihe never arrived 
in ^Min. For, fome time after, commadortt 
Littleton, with a fguadron of five men of war> 
givii^ chalc, on the coaft of Newr^faht to 
four Ihips, one of the largeft, being the men- 
tioned vice-admiral, was taken : But molt of 
the treafure had a little before been removed 
ft-Jboa^d a, Btntb man of war. A tiencb mer. 
T J chagfr 
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merchant-ihipj which was in her company, 
was likewife ' taken ; as was a man of waf ot 
the iame nation, carrying forty guhs, and 
called the TbetUy foon after. 

About the end of the year 1709, an attempt 
was made upon Birt-Rojal^ on the coafi: of N»- 
va-Sctttla^ in North- Aitf erica J by a fquadron of 
^ve frigatesj and a bomb-veltel, under com- 
inadore Martin^ and a body of two thoufand 
land-forces, commanded bj^ colonel Nkbol/m. 
The troops being landed, batteries were raid- 
ed againlt the fort ■ which playing briskly 
upon the [rface, at the feme tiwc that it was 
bombarded from' the bomb-vcffel, the French 
governor was foon obliged to capiculace, and 
the Englffh, taking polTeffion, changed the 
name to Annafelu-Royal. The place was of 
contiderable ftrength, being furniQied witti 
iixcy pieces of cannon mouncedj and defend- 
ed by a. good garrifon. 

Soon after this, a projed was formed againft 
.^tbecj the chief town of Carudii, likewife in 
titrtb America. The attetnpt «fal madein the 
year 1711, by Sii: Ho^tttden fVatker, With a fqua- 
dron of men of war aijd a number of tradf- 
ports, having on board feven regiments^ and 
a bat^Uon of marines, under command of 
brigadier HllL But the fleet, being advanced 
a confiderablc way up the river of St. Ltran 
hettce^ was furprifed wiih a thick fog (an 
inconvenience to which that river is very 
■ " ■ . fubjea/ 
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rufajeA) fo that, not knowing how to tteer, 
eight of the tranfports were driven^ by the 
ftream on the rocks, and loll with eight or • 
nine hundred fuldiers and feaiuen : Which 
misfortune prevented the execution of the 
dcfigrL 

Sir He-venien WalLtr was fent again, the 
following year, with a fquadrcn to AmerUa-i 
but nothing remarkable happened, beiides the 
takiixg of a few prizes. On the other fide^ 
a Fr€nch fquadron under monfieur Cajjlird, with 
a body of four or-five thoufand land-forces, 
did great damage on the iflands He-nh and 
St. Chrijiepber's : But, attempting to make the 
fame ravages on Mmferat^ they were oblig- 
ed to quit the iQand with precipitation^ upon 
tlie approach of the EngHJh (quadron. 

While thcTe aiSJons palfed between the fe'> 
veral governments in the iVefiern Ocean, fome 
private adventurers of Bri^el undercook to 
carry the war into the Soutb-Sta. With this 
view, they fitted out two veffels called the 
Duke and the Dutcbefi ; the former carrying 
thirty guns and an hundred and feven- 
ty men, the latter twenty-fix guns, and a 
hundred and fifty men, under the com- 
mand of captain Woodes Rogers and Captain 
Stephen Courtney. Thefe failed from Br't^el in 
the beginning of Augaf 1708, taking with 
them the noted captain Dampier, whole celc- 
fe|"ace4 Toyagesj, in that Sea and round the 
T \ globe 
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globe of the earth, had qualiiied him to affift 
a« pilot. In April 1709, after having takcii 
feveral confiderablc prizes, they landed on the 
ifland BrtM in the South-Sea^ near the main ' 
land of ?truy making themfelres mailers of the 
town, and ^zing the govecnor of the iflandi 
They next attempted the town of Guajtujuil oi^ 
the co^fl of PtTHf confining of about five hun- 
dred houfes, and beautified with three church- 
es i which place was likewlfe taken and plun- 
dered in fpite of all the reOftance of a con- 
fiderable body of SfanlarJs, and was after- 
wards ranfomcd ( together with two new 
fiiips, of four hundred cons each, and feveral 
barques, which were feized on the river) for 
thirty choufand dollars. Going farther up the 
river, they feized fomc plate anc) other things 
of value, which they fbund partly in fome 
cannoes which were retiring up into the 
country, and partly in the houfcs along the 
river's fide. Sailing from thenc^, they took 
two more prizes, and, afterwards landing oii 
the main, they plundered a Spanip village. 
At this time, the money and prize-goods, be- 
longing to the owners of the privateers", 
were computed to amount to eighty thoul 
iand pounds. 

Off Puerto SeiffTt^ in the ifland of Califorma^ 

diey met^ and,' after an engagement of half'ari 

hour, took a fhip belonging to ^^apulccj of four 

hundred aiid fifty tons, carrying twenty giim, 

and 
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«nd as many brafs Tidrtres. The fliip came Iton^ 
Manila, in company of another very large one; 
being both bound home with Eafi-buUa goodi. 
The car^e of the prize^ according to the re^ 
jwrc of the prilbners, amounted to two million^ 
of dollars. They afterwards met and attack'd the 
greater AcafuUo-fbi^ : But being a very ftrong 
new fliip, of above nine hundred tons bur^ 
chenj mounted with forty guns^ and as ma- 
ny brafs RJrerei, and manned with fix hun- 
dred feamen, whereof near an hundred and 
fifty were EngUfi, Irifi, and other Europemt^ 
they were obliged to leare her, after having 
engaged her two days fucceffircly, and botb 
done, and fuffered, conliderabic damage. 
Hereupon, they refolded to return home, by 
the way of the Eafi-hd'ui^ with the leiTer 
jt^^>/a-fhipj of which captain Dover, fecond 
captain of the Duke, was made commander* 
They happily arrived in the Dtwns with the 
three (hips, 06lobtr 2d, 1711, after having fail- 
ed round the globe of the earth, in the 
fpace of three years, and two months j in 
which voyage they had taken two S^atn^ 
towns, and twenty prizes. 

During this war, the French privateers had 
much lels fuccels, than in the former warj 
fereral hundreds of them being either takcii 
pr deftroyed by the Et^U^ frigates. The e- 
ncniy's lofs in ihips of the royal navy (not 
including the Sfani^J w^ likewife far greater 
thai^ 
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than that of the Englifii .- For 'tu comp vtcd, 
that they loft hfty-two^ and among them for- 
ty, from thirty to a hundred guns,- whereas 
the Evglijh loft but thirty-eightj anJd among 
them but twcnty-fivcj from thirty to eighty. 

Though the advantages gained co the Brhijh 
nation by the treaty of Utrecht (which put 
an end to this war) fell fliort of what might 
hare been expeded from the glorious fuccefies 
of their armsj both by Sea and Land ; yet the 
fcttlcment of the fucceffion to the crown ia 
the illultrious houfe of Hanovtr^ was ■acknow- 
ledged by the frtwh monarch : The union of 
France and Sftin was provided againft : The 
l)enetit of the ui^entt trade, together with the 
privilege of fending a large fliip every year di- 
^edly to the Sfanljh ffefi-IfiJiesj was granted CQ 
(he Somth-Sea Company .- Gibraltar and the iQand 
of Mmrea were yielded to the crown of 
ipri*t Britain : Huifon*s Bay and Streigbts were 
^eftored, and ^l damages, fuftained by the 
Englffb company trading thither, made good : 
All right of the Fmcb nation to any part 
9f the ifland of St. Ckri/ophers was renounc- 
ed : Nova Scotia (or McadU) as alio the city 
of Port-Royal (nOW called AnnapolU Royal) and 
their dependencies, were left in poffeffion of 
the Briti^ nation : Such parts of Newfoundland-, 
as were pofli-fi'd by the French, were given 
up : The haven and fortificaticrs of Dunkirk 
(which had coft immense fum^) were hlled uy,^ 
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*nd entirety aemolilh'd ; And, by the inter- 
pofition of his ptefent majcfty, (ince hi« 
happy aiceflion to the crown, a flop wa> 
put to the making of the new canal of A&r^ 
Jjii ; without which, the demoUlbing of Dmr- 
kirk would have bceo no rfal benefit to the 
Brltlp nation. 



CHAP. VII. 

■j^p Account of the Brkifh Sea-Affairs, frm, 
the l»eacc of Utrecht to the Cei&tion 
of Arms letween Great Britain an4, 
Spain. 

THE war in the J<krth (whi<;h began a& 
ihe end of the laft century) bctwcei\ 
the Cz.ar of Mnfco'vy and the kings of Desmart 
and Poland on the one fide, an^ the k.ing of 
Swtden on the other, continuing to give grca^ 
dilliirbance to the commerce of the Balttck^ 
a fquadron of men of war^ under conunand 
of Sir John Korrts^ admiral of the Elite, wa^ 
fe;ic about the midd|e of May lyif, to pro- 
te*^ the BrUlpi trade in that Sea. This pro- 
ceeding, together with certain late engage- 
inents with fornc of the Northern powers, fo 
cxafperatcd ijhe Sa^edl^conn^ that they en- 
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tend iaco roeafare*, which (ch</ porfued with 
the annoft fecrecy) could not, it feemsj be 
long concealed from the vigilance and pene- 
tration of the Britijb miniftry. The difcorery 
of thoTe meafurcs appeared, to the furprize 
of aU the world, by the arrefting of count 
CySembergj the Su^Jifit envoy to the court of 
Great Brltmn^ and the feizing of his papers ; 
u alfo by ^curing the perfon and papers of 
laron Gertx,, the Swtdlfii minifter in HoltanJf 
Some of which paperi being afterwards pub- 
lifhed, it was fben in what manner a dcfign 
lud been carried on to raife a rebellion in 
Srinittj which was to have been fupporccd by 
fn invaHon from Sweden. The condud of Swt~ 
dtn^ in this affair, was fo refentedby the Bri- 
ttpf court, that the commerce with that king- 
dom wai prohibited, and a fquadron of thir- 
ty fliips was lent to the Balttck^ under com- 
liiand of Sir George B^ag, who block'd up the 
SuteJIJh fleet in Cartlfireonj and took feveral 
fliips by way of reprifal, for damage fuftained 
by the Brhifi merchants. This milunderltand- 
ing between the two coarta continued, till 
thedeath of the late king of Swt'Jerij who waj 
killed, November 30th, 1718, at the fiege of 
Redtrlkptal in Norway : Soon after which, mat- 
ters were adjulled to mutual fatisfadion. 

The treaty of Uirecbt^ and that of Baden^ 
which followed it, did not fo cfFeAually fet" 
tie the ^cppfeof tUcSei^i^^artsoi Europe ^ ag 
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to leave Ho room for fifarft aftd f^loulte* of 
defigns to rekindle a war, whicb had Already 
produced but too fatal ttfcAt, Thcrrfore, 
to prevent fo great a nufchief, a treaty was 
concluded at LmJon, fo early aa the year 1716^ 
iKtween the emperor and Gre*t Britmrn, im^ 
porting a guaranty of the emperor's domi- 
nionc in Ittdy (lately taken from Sfmtiy and an 
exprefs promife of affiltance, in cate they 
Ihould be invaded. With the fame view, a 
Tr/^/e MUawi was concluded the following year 
at the Hagutj by Great Britain^ France^ and the 
Unittd Nttberlandsj by which the neutrality oC 
baly was fettled. But neither of thefe treaties 
having fuppUed what was wanting to the per- 
fedjon of the treaties of Utrecht and Baden^ by 
adjufting the differences between the emperor 
and the king of SicUy on the one /ide, and the 
king of SpMtt on the other, and Sfa'm having 
a^ually iavaded and taken Sardinia from 
the emperor ; therefore another alliaocc was 
concluded by the emperor^ Great Britain, and 
France^ and flgned at Lmdm^ July zzd, 1718, 
fettling the conditions of a folid peace be- 
tween his imperial raajefty and the king of 
'Spain, and between the kings of Spain and 
Sci/?; to which treaty the ftates-general af- 
terwards acceding, it was called the ^adrupk 

AUianee. 

Great endeavours were nfed, before the 

- fignii^ Of this treaty, to difpofe the kin^ Qf 

Sfaln 



Cooxic 
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jSpam to accept the condlciona cherdti fei^ 
tied, and to enter into k jointly with the 
pcher contra^ng partict: But, thofe endea- 
vour! proving ineffectual, a fquadron of men 
of war Was difpatched in the beginning of 
3^iif, the fame year, to the MtdUtrrantan^ un- 
&r command oi ^x George Byng; who, before 
he entered, that Sea, fcnt advice to the Sfanift 
ninilter of the Order he had to oppofe thd 
defigns oi-SpMm, if perilfted in. 

In Juljt the marquis de teJe, the Spsmijk ge- 
iKral (who, the year before, bail reduced Sar- 
itinU which, tt^echar with Nkplesy MiloH^ and 
the Spanlp> Netherlands, remained in th* empe- 
ror's poflefiion) made a defeent upon SkHy^ 
which had been yielded to the^ube c^ S»voy 
with the title of khg. 

His imperial majefty was fto ibonftr ap- . 
^ifed of the invafion of SicHy'y than he icmt 
order to the rice-roy of NafUsy to gire all 
poffible alliitance to the king of Sicil/s trooptf 
in that illandi Accordingly, two thoufand 
men were immediately embarqu'd, under th£ 
command of general Ifitztl, to reiitforce the 
garrifon of the citadel of Meffika; whichtreoptf 
iat George Byhg' {viho was at that tiftiearrived 
■with his fquadrort in the port <4 Naples) took 
under his conroy. 

On the 26th of Jul/i Sir Gtofp catiK with 
the tranfports off the point <A Me^n^j ani 
'lefit captna Samdtrt on fkoat wich a leECcr 
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to the marquis 4e Lede^ who declared, both 
in the conference which he had with che 
captiiflj and in the anfwer he returned » 
Sir George't ietttr. That bt biU no power t» 
tria$j and that bt vfonid pur/in iat erdtrs^ vbith 
Vertf t9 fiize on Sicily. 

The SfMl^ fleets commanded by vice-admi- 
ral Cdfit^gnett*, upon notice of the Britl^ fqua- 
dron's approaching the coaft of AVi/fj weighed 
anchor^ in fome confulioDj from before 
Miffina^ and ftood through the Faro. On the 
joch^ as Sir George was ftandiag in toward* 
Me^KSy he . received advice, that the mentioned 
fleet were in %ht of the Calahian fhore ; u|>- 
on whichj he rcfolved to follow them. On 
the approach of the Britifb fquadroa, they 
drew into a line of battle, and fo bore away. 
Bat the Britifo admiral, obferving their re- 
treat,: ordered four of his befl: failora to make 
what fail they could to come up with them, 
himfelf following with the reft of his fqua- 
dron. 

On the 31ft in the morning, the fleets being 
jwetty near each other, capaaan Waltm (now 
Sir Gterge) in the Cantertwy^ was lent with the 
utriyle and Ax fliipt more, to follow part of 
the Spampi fleet, which went in with the fhore } 
who coming up with them, one of the 4^- 
murds fired a broad-lide on the Jrgjle ; upon 
which an engagement enfued. The relt of 
-'the Britlfi f<ji}adion following the grols of 

the 
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Ac ^smfi fleet, the SfiMarJt firtd tbeir fttrai 
chafe ac them : Howerer, having orders noC 
CO engage^ unlefs the Sf^ards repeated their 
firing, they made no recurn st firft. fiat> the 
^wp/^ jQiipc firing again, the Orford man ci 
war attack'd the Smta R$fa of filty gtma/ 
which^ after a fhort rcfiitance, firuck. The 
St. Chsrks, likewife of fixty giuu^ ftrudc nexty 
without much oppofition, and was taken po^ 
firffiott of by the Ktm. The "Pilnet of Jfim-iat 
of feventy guns, commanded by rear-admiral 
C^MTM, was foon after taken by the SreiU 
and Captaim. About one o'clock, the tKeat 
and Suptrh engaged the Sfmtfii admiral^ called 
the Rfjial-PMiSf, and carrying fcrency-four 
guns, which, with her two ifeeonds,- main-* 
tained a retreating fight, till about three; at 
which time, the Siftrt kid the tdmir^ a^ 
board, falling on her weather-quarter : But 
the admiral Ibifting her helm, and droiding 
her, the SKptrk ranged up under her lee^ 
quarter ; upon which, Ihe firuck to her. The 
Jmhoj of thirty-Jix gam, was taken next by 
the Efex ; and the f^oUtttf of forty-four, by: 
the MontagMt and Rupert. Sir George Byngy in 
the BarficMTf Was attack'd by two of the Spa- 
ninrdt (one of which was admiral Guevara') ■ 
which he beat off, and purfued alone, till to-^ 
Wards night, tho* in rain. But rear-admi-' 
ral De la-yai chafed, and took thelf*i«Ba of 
fixtyguns. 

U 
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In the mean time, captain Walton was deep* 
ly engaged with the other part of the Spanijb 
ileetj of which Jie^ took a rear-admiral of 
fixty gunsj called the Rcjal^ and commanded 
by the marquis Mari^ as alfo two others of 
fifty-four and forty^ (the latter being the fhip 
that fired on the jirgyW) and a frigate of twen- 
ty-four guns; befides a fliip laden with arms, 
and a bomb-veflel. He likewife burnt one 
man of war of fifty-four guns, two of for- 
ty, one of thirty, a fire-fliip, a bomb'-reffel, 
and a fattee. 

This fight happened off Syracufe. The Spa^ 
nifl) fleet confifled of twenty-fix men of war, 
great and fmall, two fire-lhipsj four bomb- 
relTels, {even gallieSj and feveral fliips with 
ftores and provifions. The Brhijb fquadron 
was compofed of twenty-one Ihips of war 
(all third and fourth rates, except one fe_ 
cond, and one fifth) two fire-ffaips, and two 
or three bomb-veffcls. 

From the above relation it appears, that 
though the Sfamards at firil retired in a line, 
yet they foon fell into confufion, and fo 
were attack'd by the Briti^ fliips, ■ as they 
could be overtaken. But, that moll of the 
Spam^ (hips were attack'd by three or four, 
and others by fix or leven at once (as is 
affirmed in the account publifhed by order, 
of the marquis de Beretti LanJi^ the Spanijb 
ambalTadorj at the Hague) muft either be 
U owned 
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owned to be»falfe, or if true, it muft be 
confefs'd to reflei^ difhonour on the Spamfii 
nation : As may appear by the following re- 
marks. 

The mentioned account fays. That feven 
fliips of the Eritijh fquadron attack'd the 
Royal Hilipj about two in the afternoon j and 
that, at the fame time, three others engaged 
the Prince of Anurias : The former of which 
is faid to hare made a rery brare defence, 
tin towards night j and the latter is affirmed 
to have fought, till (he was quite difabled, 
and moft of her men were loft. If this be 
true, *tis plain, that ten of the Brhi^ fliips 
were at once engaged with only two of the 
Spmlards^ while (as that account owns) feven 
more were in a^on with the marquis Mori 
and his dirifion, confifting of eight men of 
war and frigates. But if fo, 'tis clear, there 
were feventeen out of twenty-one Brit(pi fliips 
employed, for a cpnfiderable time, againft but 
ten of the Spaniards. The query which na- , 
turally rcfults from this, is. Where were 
then the relt of the Sfani^ fhips, that either 
were not yet taken, or that afterwards made 
their efcape ? Were the four remaining fliips 
of the Briti^ fquadron a match for fo ma- 
ny ? Or, were thofc Sfaniardi fo difpirited, 
as to defcrt their admiral, and flee^ when 
there was fcarce any to purfue? 

But 
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But to proceed : In the month of Dectm- 
btr, war was proclaimed againlt Spam both 
by Grtat Britain and France^ by virtue of the 
third feparate article of the laft treaty of 
I^udon j which obliged the contrading par- 
tics to unite againft that prince, who re- 
fufcd to confcnt to peace. 

In jifrily the following year, the French en- 
tered Spain with a confiderable army j where 
they foon made themfelTCs matters of Pm- 
Tajfagt and Fmtarahia. On the Other fidcj the 
Spaniards, depending on the affiflance of the 
difaiFe<^ed Highiandertj landed a battalion^ con- 
iifting of about four hundred men, in Scot^ 
land. But, though they were joined, accord- 
ing to cxpedation, by a body of fourteen 
or fifteen hundred HigbUnderi^ yet being at- 
tack'd by general tVigbtman^ at Gkajhii, th«y 
were defeated, and made prifoners, after 
having loft great part of their ammunition, 
by the taking of Donan-CafiU, which wa» 
Teduced by captain Boyle of the Wareefier man 
of war. In this battle the lung's troopt 
( according to general Wightmmi letter > 
were not above half the number of the 
enemy's. 

The Frmcb army in Spain, headed by the 

duke of Berwick, having formed the fiegc (tf 

St. Sebafiian, were affifted by a Britlp) fqua- 

droa, under commadore Johnson. During the 

U a iiege. 
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fiege, a defign was executed againll Sf. An- 
tonioy a neighbouring fca-port, by a body of 
Fnncb troops, in conjiindion with fome 
BriUpi failors. The troops, confifting of fc- 
ven hundred and fifty men, under command 
of the chevalier de Givry, major-general, and 
monfieur La Motte, brigadier, were fliipp'd on 
board feveral tranfports, and convoyed by 
the Brhip fquadron. Being arrived before 
the place, they found that the entrance of 
the harbour, which was narrow, was fortifi- 
ed with brcaft-works and batteries, on which 
were planted near fifty pieces of cannon. 
Therefore it was not thought advifeable to 
attempt to force a paffage, but rather to en- 
deavour to land in a fandy bay on the back 
of the town, to the weft ward of the har- 
bour. But the roughnefs of the Sea^ and 
the precautions ufed by the enemy (who had 
raifed two batteries, and drawn down about 
fix hundred men to prevent it) obliged them 
to go a little farther to the wcftward j where 
the Sea being fomewhat fmoother, and the 
enemy unprepared to receive them, they 
landed in a lelTer bay, without any confide- 
rablc lofs. After the landing, two hundred 
Britifh failors being joined with the foldiers^ 
they marched to the S^anijh batteries on the 
firtt mentioned bay, which they found aban- 
doned. Here the magiftrates of the town 
came 
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came to make their firbmiffion, informing 
them, that both the town and forts were 
left by the garrifon. Whereupon, entering 
the place, they marched itrait to the har- 
bour, where were two forts, and forty-feven 
fiieces of cannon planted on the mole^ all 
oaded ; which they either burft or nailed/ 
They then proceeded to the Ihip-yards, where 
they found three men of war on the flocks, 
one of feventy, and the others of fixty guns 
each : The feventy-gun fliip was deck'd, and 
almoft ready for launching,- but the others 
were not quite fo forward. Thefe the fail- 
ors burnt to the ground, as alfo a vaft quan- 
tity of planks, fufficient for the building of 
.five or fix men of war ; and fo the whole 
body returned, without lofs, to their ihips. 

The following month, ( being Sefttmber, 
^7^9j) vice-admiral A/(gAe//, with a fquadroa 
of men of war and tranfports, having a- 
board five or fix thoufand men, commanded 
by the lord vifcount CtUam, aflifted at an 
attempt on the town of Plgo. The fleet en- 
tered the harbour on the 29th, and his lord- 
fliip, with the grenadiers, being immediate- 
ly landed, about three miles from the town, 
drew up on the beach. On the ill of Oilober^ 
his lordftip moved towards the place; upon 
which, the garrifon nailed the cannon, fet 
fire to the carriages, and retired out of the 
U 3 town 
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town into the citadel. The Britifi forces 
immediately touk pjffcdion of the town and 
fort St. Sekafihstj which w^s likewife a- 
bandoncd by the enemy. On the third, the 
citadel was bombarded from a bomb-veifelj 
with little execution, by reafon of the di- 
fliance : Bat the mortars being brought a- 
fliore, CO the number of forty or fifty, great 
and fmall, they began to play the iame 
night, and continued playing four days, 
•with great fuccefs. On the fourth, the bat- 
tering cannon was landed, and placed in bat- 
tery on fort St. Sthijiian : Whereupon, the 
citadel being fummoned, it foon furrendered. 
The garrifon which was left, confifting of 
four hundred and fixty-ninc men (officers in- 
cluded ) marched out, according to articles, 
on the tenth. It appeared, that about three 
liandred men of the garrifon had been killed 
and wounded by the bombs j whereas the 
befiegcrs had but two officers, and- three or 
four private men killed. In the town were 
found about lixty pieces of large iron can- 
non, and in the citadel forty-three pieces 
(whereof fifteen were brafs) and two large 
mortars ; befides two thoufand barrels of 
powder, and Jeveral chefts of arms, contain- 
ing about eight thoufand muskets. Thefe 
ftorcs, and the brafs cannon,- as alfo the 
troops in g&rrifon, were defigned to have 
been 
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been employed in the invafion of Great Bri 
tain. Seren fliips were feizcd in the har- 
bour, three of which were fitting out for 
privateers, one carrying twenty-four guns^ 

After the taking of Plgo^ the lord Cobbam 
fent major-generai Wade^ with a thoufand 
men, a-board four tranfports, to the upper 
end of the bay, where they landed on the 
fourteenth, and marched to Fonte-Vedro. which 
they took poJTeffion of, without oppofition* 
the raagiltrates of the town meeting thcnx 
with the keys. In the place were found two 
forty-eight pounders, four twenty-four poun- 
ders, fix eight pounders, and four mortars, 
all brafs ; befides feventy pieces of iron can- 
non, two thoufand fmall arms, and fbme 
boniba : All which, except the twenty-four 
pounders, were embarqu'd and brought to 
England, 

In the racaij time, .the Briti^ fquadron, in 
the Mediterranean^ was employed to block up 
the haven of Mt0na in Sklly^ while an im- 
perial army befieged the city, by land : On 
which occafion, they did great fervice, by 
taking pofTelHon of Fort-Paradifo^ and deftroy- 
ing divers large men of war in the har* 
bour. 

Several other adions, tho' of lefs confequcnce, 
happened on the Spanijh coaft, which was kept 
in continual alarm. 

U 4 At 
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At laft, the king of Spai?i, feeing all his 
meafures difconcerced, his fea-ports taken, 
his naval force entirely broken, and his 
coafts infulted ori, every fide, grew weary 
of the war, and difcharged his prime mi- 
nifter, the cardinal Jlhroni, who had been 
the chief projeftor and fomenter of it, or- 
dering him to quit his dominions. In Ja- 
nuary 1720, his catholick majefty accepted 
the conditions of peace propofcd to him by 
Great Britain and France : Upon which, a fuf" 
penfion of arms, took place, between Great 
Britain and ' Spain, On the lalt of Febrmry 
following. 
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Alfred King, his Viaories 
over the Dimes by Sea, f. 
11, &e. 

/l^trinu, defeated at Sea, 
J,, aoj, ^— Their Ships 
burnt by Commadore 
BMch, Ibid, By Sir£^mn^ 
Sfrug, p. 304. 

yiikara taken, p. 181.' 

^S#i'm«, the Tragedy afled 
there, p. 85, 84. 

jtnd^vus, an /njfi King, de- 
Seated at Sea, p. 16, 

jingl", a Branch of the S»i. 
viVi Nation, p. 19, Took 
thcName ofSaxtmi, p, 17, 
Conquet'd the Gotht, p. 
19, Gave Original to the 
£ng'<Jb Nation, ft/rf. 

_^^»/iV Royal, f. J94. 



Archmgil difcoreiM by tho 

Bnglijh, p. j6. 
j^ewiJi Admiral, engages 

Df Ruytcr, p. 100, Sti(^ 

Alt on a Saod and is la,- 

ken, f. 171. 
^;&f//!-n King, his Viaory 

over the Irifb at Sea, f. 

16. 



Barcehna tAWen, p. 38 1. 

Bartm, a ^cw^^b Pirate, kiU'd 
and his Ships taken by 
two young Englijh Noble- 
men, p. 4j. 

BeMttidnt Rear-Admual loft, 
/>. 376. 

Sidfiird Duke of, defeats the 
R'mch in a great- Sea-fight, 
t- 4*- 

BnniraiVice-Admira], bafe- 
ly de{eried, p. 301. 

5ff'fc'<> Sir WlUiam, his ex- 
traordinary Bravery, f- 
174- 

BJ»ifc« 
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BM^ Admiral, beats 7r«»ip, 

S9f, Takes the Dmh 
uiles and Convoys, f. 99, 
Beats the Frmth, f, 105, 
Defeats De IVitse and De 
JUWrr, p. 106, Is furpri- 
fed and forced toreueat. 
f. 109, Beats the l>ii:k 
ma Fight of three Days, 
f. Ill, Helps to win the 
Viftory near Newport, p. 
iij, Deftroys the Cw>(/w 
of r«»."*, p. 141, Takes 
and dcftroys the Span!p> 
Galleons, p. 144. 
Bufonip-g, Spmljh Admiral, 
defeau the Ei^liihu Set, 
p. 41. 
Btmi^ Ifland of, RiJlmidtTi 

repuls'd Ctieie, f. aji. 

Sr«^, a Landing attempted 

near it, but without fuc- 

ce&, p. i6\. 

trittK driven ouc by the 

Saxoiu, p, 18. 
Bjns Admiral, blacks up the 
S»f.^;;(I)Fleet,p. 30c, pre- 
vents the Pretender's 
Landing in Sitt/«»^,p, a8<S, 
defeats the Spsnifi Fleet 
on the CoftQ o£ Siciy, 
p. 30J. 



Ctht Seitjiim, Ut Difco- 
veries, f 47, Finds out 
the Variation of the Nee- 
dle, ^ 48. 

Cacafiugt, a ric^ Ship, ta- 
ken by Dr^, p. 58. 

Cfdiz. taken and bitfnt, p> 
74, attempted in yaint 
f. 8s, and p. 371- 



Ci^sM. Ifland 0^ taken from 

the Rtjuh, ^ 191. 
CaUit bombarded, p. 16^, 

and 166, 
CMdijb tails round the Globe 

of the Earth, f. 61. 
Cm'thMgens in the Wi^.India 

taken and ranfom'd, p, 

60. 

In£iir«p;taken, p. i8j. 

Cafiah taken, p. £9. 
Catf taken, p- 189. 
Cb0th»m,E^lijh Ships deftroy'd 

or taken there, p. 193. 
Cwamui taken, p. 79. 
Cmfifcr burnt, p. jj. 
C«r» plnndefd, p. 79. 
Cumtirland, Earl of, his Ex- 
peditions, p, 77. 
Qfrw conquei'd, p. 31. 



Daiuf. When theyfirll ar- 
rived in Britain, p. 9, O- 
riginalJyone Nation with 
the ^trmum, Ibid> Over* 
rnii the tiitbertmtii, p. 10, 
Conquer Part of Fraaci, 
f. 3], Are faid to have 
been mafiacred in E^trid, 
p. ii, Make themlelves 
MaAers of tngUnd thro' 
Treachery, Htd. Areex- 
pcU'd from thence. Ibid. 
Attempt to regain it, 
p. 59, Are defeated by 
Land and Sea, Ihid. 

Dmrnmtli. The Freiuh de- 
feated there by the 
Townliacn and Country 
People, p. 4S. 

Davis. His Voyage, p. J 7, 

Diepp; bunbafde4t f- 3^4- 
Difco- 
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Difcoveries made at Sea by 

the £'^ip',p. 47- 
Dominion of the BnViT^Seas, 

The Enilijb Rieht to it 

nuitferfally own d, p. 37. 
Df»glaf( Captain. His Hero- 

ick Bravery at Chathim, 

DrakrSitFrmiif. His Voyage 
round the Globe of the 
^rth, f, 58, His Expe- 
dition AJino, 1585, f- 60. 
His Expedition to Csdix-, 
f. 61, and to Ptrtagal, f. 
tf8,HislaftVoyage,p.7i. 

Dj(nt>i bombarded, ^. 265. 

Durfi/y Lord, talces divers 
French Ships, p. 188. 

DMtth defeated at Sea near 
Jaeitm in the Ei^.IndUs, 
f. 83, Agree to pay for 
the Liberty of Fiming on 
the Britijlt Coaft, p. 89, 
Very powerful at Sea. 
p- 94, Seaten by Bluke, 
p. 9!, Their Bufles ta- 
ken, f. 99, Defeated a- 
gainby &*fc^p. icfi, m, 
AndbyMmijp. 114, 130, 
And by the Duke of Tirk, 
f. 160, aji, They fur- 
prife Biakt and oblige 



I.in 



109, 



Take and deftroy fome 
EnglifiShipS in the Str^'i^hf), 
p. ill, Deftroy or take 
feveral Men of War at 
Chathum, f. I9J, Suffer 
much in an A&ion with 
the French, p, 256. 



Sii?~IvdU Company ereftcd, 
t- 79. 



tdgrn- King. His great Nt^ 
val Power, p. itf. 

Edfard HI, alTumes the Ti< 
tie and Arms of Fr*K*, f, 
39, Entirely defeats the 
French at Sea. f. 39, 40, 
Gains wonderbl ViQo- 
ries by Land, p. 40, De- 
feats the SfWHtifib PUtt, f. 
41. 

Edmard the Black Prince re-^ 
ftores Pittr King of C^llr, 
f. 41. 

Embers, the firft faj/^jft Mo- 
narch, f. 19, GaVe th* 
Name of Sn^Umd to the 
South-Eaft Part of this I- 
fland, If-iJ. 

EiixMbftbQaeeB, Part of her 
Cbarafter, p. 79, to. 

Eyi^imd. From whence It 
took its Ktrae, p. 19. 

Etigt'fi' defeat the Dmtt in 
fevera! Sea-fighti, p. 14, 
Beat the In^ at Sea, p. 
16, Seize the whole D*- 
nijh Fleet, p. 19, Beat the 
Saracmi at !>ea, p. ^i. 
Conquer Hmtumdy, f. 30, 
and Irttand, Ihid, and Cy- 
f"/, p. 31, andRwMCf, p. 
46, Reftore Pittr King of 
Ca/J/if, f. 41, Defeat the 
SfmUrds at Sea, /ii'i^. and 
p. 64, 76. And thefMwft, 
P- 33. ifl, 37. 39. 4*. 
'ij, 159, 17B, And die 
Dutch, p. 83, 9J, lotf, 
III, 154, 119, itfo, 178, 
1ZI, And the Flemingi,f, 
41, 44, Andthe>fig(rn)t/, 
p. 203, Are defeated by 
the Sjwn'Ws, p. 4a. 

EfwEarlof, HisChaUcnp^ 
p. 69. 

E 
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Amm, a City in Ptmial, 

burnt, t' 74- 
Fttyal taken, p. 75, Taken 

a fecond timei f- 77- 
Hag. The right of it ne- 
ver given up by the 
E«g/<jr, f, 349. 
flemivgij defeated at Sea 
by the Ugliih, f. 41, 44, 
Ftriiibtr Sir Martin, ius 

Voyages, p. 57- 
Bmch, defeated in a great 
Sea-fighc byH«Aw( dtBiurg, 
f. 13, By King Ed»ard III, 
p. 3(S, By Admiral i:/"*, 
p. 37, By the Duke of 
Bidjtrd, f. 39, Before .4m- 
blaiufe,f, $1, NearCIiierfl- 
/«, iW. ByB^'i', ?. '05, 
AtLtHtgutff. 359, Neac 
lidaga, f. 178, Look on 
while the EBgiffi fight 
J. 131, 143, Their Land- 
Anny routed by fome 
Eitgfijh Ships, p. 53- , 
fyeieb Ships taken in the 

Road of X.w(i, p. 5s. 
iVfltfit IfUndt plundci'd, f. 
266. 



fM Galtn, a Dutch Admiral, 
gains an Advantage over 
the EniUJh, but is kill'd 
p- III. 
Galliafles defcrlb'd, p. 63- 
Galleons defcrib'd, f. 6i, 
Taken or delltoy'd by 
Droit, p. (i. By Admiral 
M'uJtta^ut, p. 14a, By Ad- 



miral Sidir, p. 144, By 
Sir GtM^e R«m, p. 373, 
By Commadore Ifigtr, 
p. 391. 

GiJraitar taken, p. 177, Re- 
lieve, p. 3S0, and p. 
*8i, 

GrtmiiBi, a Town in Frwff, 
deftroy'd, p. 165. 

Gr/thfr, Ifland of, taken. 



fighting bravely, p. 71. 

Gj-ojin, the lower Town ta- 
ken, f. £8- 

GdoJaluft, a FritKh IQand, 
plunder'd, p. 167. api- 

Guajaipit taken, p. 39^. 

Gviwd. Dutch Forts taken 
by the Englifl), f. 153, 
Partly retaleen by the 
Dutfh, ijj. 

Gj^hng Count, arrefted, p. 
300. 



H 

Han^e Towns, the Original 
of their Confederacy, p. 
J 3, Sixty of their Ships 
aken, p. 70. 

H»mm Sir 3»&n. His Brave- 
ry in the four-days Figl»t, 
p, 174, Beats the French 
and Dutih near St. Chri- 
fi«fher's, p. 190. 

H^rc de Grme bombarded, 

f- '!*■ . I, 

Hytm Captain, 3 remark- 
able Aaion of his, p- 

Hensift, a Leader of the 
Samw, f. 16. 
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ff/nrj V, King, gains im- 
mortal Honour by Land 
and Sea, f. 45 . 

Utttorchy, What, f. j8. 

Wffttuleta, I {land of, at- 
tempted in Vain, p. 141. 

Hip/n Rear-Admiral, breaks 
the Boom at Vigo, f. 174. 

UswuTd Lord Edward, unfor- 
tunately loft in board- 
ing a FriJith Shipif. 49. 

Ho»iird Lord Thm»!, takes 
MirrlaiK and ravages the 
Coaft of Frame, f. 50. 

U>*»rd Lord Cbm-iri, com- 
mands againfl th^SpmiJb 
Armada, p. 64, Beats the 
Sfaniardt at Cadiz, f. 73, 

He/m Sir R»iw*, takes Noo- 
Utlhirland, f. 155, as alfa 
feverol Pons on the Coaft 
-of Guinet, f, i ^ i , He 
fenrns the Town of Brnn- 

. darii and defljoys the 
Dutch Ships in the ftie, 
f. 18], He attacks the 
Diach S^fma Fleet, f, 

Suitrt lie Sour^gains a ^nfto- 
ly over the French at Sea, 
f. jtf. 



Jamaica, taken, 14a. 

y^mi'ngj Sir Jthti, behaves 
himfelf bravely in the 
Fight near A£)/^«, p. J78. 

hciaad conquer'd by the 

■ ^lijh, p. 30. 



Kti^thtrn Sit John, his Bra- 
V«y, y. 204. 



Lmcafier Jtha, his Voyage, 
p. 78. 

Leak Sir Jthn, deftroys the 
French Settlements in titw- 
f<iuBdland,p, 291, Relieves 
Gihaltar, p, ago, agi,. 
Takes a Freach Fleet la- 
den with Proviftons, f. 
a87. 

LevijM Sir Richard, defeats 
the SpaDijh GalKes and 
takes a rich Carack, p. 
7<J. 

Lmir Son o£. Philip the An. 
gujl of fr*wr, is invited 
to accept the Crown of 
B-«s.lmd,p. ji, Is defeated 
both by Sea and Land, 
?• 3 J. -iS- 

Lisin, the EHglifb take poll 
in the Suburbs, f. 6g. 

Lip Lord, takes the City 
of Edinhr^, and fees it 
on Fire, toeethcr with 
Ltilb and Haainptn, p. ;o. 



M 

Majorca Ifland of, taken, f." 

a8j. 
Manj'd Sir Robert, deftroyi 

feveral Spanlfb Gallies, f. 

76. 
Marigaltnte, a fVowA Ifland, 

plunder'd, y, 267, 
M-wr/te Prince, is loft in a 

Hurricane, p. 88. 
MclfnamSiciij, feiz'd.p.ji. 
Mings Rear-Admiral-HisBra- 

Mimrc» nUnd of, taken, f. 



very, 

\Smrc» * 
387. 
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JUMi General, beits the 
Dttth off iJmftrt, f. 1 J4, 
Beats them neartlieCoaft 
^Ibt^J, and kills T^mf, 
f. i]o, Too boldly cn- 
fi^tei the Dntd> Fker,^. 
167. Beats Z>r S.nyttr, f. 
Ijl. 

JUHMft^gM, Ice Earl <^Smd. 
with. 

MoDraiag, the Time of 
veaiing it limited by 
Fnclaffluion in ^'>>S 

N 

2InM'' Ifltnd of, pittndcr'd by 

chefWwii, p. 39), 
IhmfmniUMd. EngliJhSettit- 

ments there ruin'd by 

the Rrmh, f, idB. FitiiA 

Settlements deftroy'd by 

the be^^, f. 39 !• 
Ibnfr* )lt Diti taken and 

left, f. jB, taken and 

burnt, f. ^^. 
iTmnrndf. Conquet'd by the 

Englifl), f, 30. 
Orris Sir Jttti, General. 
\ His Expedition to Por- 

tuffd, 6t. 
Vtrrii Sr 7»&n, Admiral. 

Takes pofieflion of the 

Frtnth Lines near the 

River r-r, p. i8j. 
Korth-eaft Paflage. When 

the Diicovery vrai firft 

attempted, f. 4S. 
North-weft Paffi^. Who 

firft attempted a Diico* 

very, f. 57. 



Oiigm, Admiral of HtBrni. 

His Ship blown 1^, f, 

161. 
oltrtM. Set-laws compiled 

there, f- ji. 
Oltrnie, a Town in FrmtC4,. 

bombarded, f. 166. 



PWmt/ bombatded, f. a6j. 

Petit GiMv«f taken, f. ^6% 
fttiub Ships taken end 
deftroy'd there, f. 393. 

Bhilfiit Mr. an Alderman of 
Laadtn, takes many Sfmijb 
Ships, p. 4Z. 

Ptimj, Frenth Admiral e- 
fcapes, p. 368,uidp. 369, 
Several of his Ships taken 
and dellroy'd, f. 380. 

PiKtefedrt taken, f. ]ii. 

Ptrt St. Mrfrr's plnndei'd, 

p. i^i. 

Fmugune Ships taken,/*. 88. 
Fm-Ktyti in Hi>v» Sc*r>rrtaken 

Pretender attempts to land 
in Stttltmd, f. i%6. 



<^drupleAUiance conclud- 
ed, t- 301- 

S^^het,l\^c Capital of Om/«, 
taken, f. 84, A Defign 
againft it milcanies, p< 
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R^«ig6 Sir »«(«•. Hisfirft 
Expedition to GuianM, f, 
78, His fecond Expedi* 
tion and De&th, f. 81. 

Rht, Ifland of, plunder'd by 
the Englljh, p. 47, The 
BngHfl) repvWd, f. 8j. 

t.ich»ri I, King of England, 
kizes M'Jfnn, p. ii, Con- 
quers C/prut, Ibid. Beats 
tbc Saraecm at Sea, lliid. 
Compiles the $ea>Law5 

■ oiOltr9^,Iiid. 

Riman Ocfr^t, his Voyage to 
the Eit^ljidits, p. 79. 

XiV dt U Hiuha plunder'd and 
burnt, f. 7«. 

Rh4 Sit <^irrge, takes Giha!- 
lar, f. 377, Beats the 
Fremh Fleet near Udag; 
t 178- 

Riii^c Piince, commands at 
Sea, p. %n, iiS, 141. 

nnftl, Earl of OrfW, de- 
ft ats the Frfflc^ Fleet near 
LaHiyiw, f 259. 

Dt Rujttr, Dtiich Admiral, 
his ^ood Conduf^, p. t^6, 
Is infuUed by the Mob, 
f. ..8. 



Si. Antmii uken and 5'^inii;|l^ 
Ships burnt, p. 308, 

S(. Orijlephir's Ifland of, ta- 
ken by the Englijh, p. 166, 
Plunder'd by the Frineh, 
p. »9J. 

St. Dmir^* (the Town)talcen 
and ranfom'd, ». 60, The 
lHaad plund«i'd, p. i6i. 



St, HdiM taken by the DmA, 
aadietalccD by the £1^1^, 

S;. Jaan dt Putrtt Rit> taken, 

f- li- 
st. Mo/e's bombarded, p. ^6$. 
St. Martin's bombarded, *• 

5tjid»l(h Earl of, takes and 
deftroys the Galleons, p. 
141, Takes many Daub 
Ships, p. i6i. His brave 
Defence and Dcatb, f. 
319. 

S*By, Mttriflt Ships bimir, 

SarMcent, defeated at Sec, 

p. J I. 
SurdiHis, IlUnd of, tafcen, 

Simiini. From 'whence tbey 
came into Britain, p. i£x- 
pert in Sea-Affiurs, Hid. 

Stjibla, its Extent, p. iS. 

Shtvtl Sir ClMidiJkf, bebares 
himfelf bravely, p. iji, 
ill, Is loft, p. aSj. 

S/tf}'^. The £)>sJ^ defeat the 
Frsneh in the Harbour, p. 

Soutbamptoii, burnt by the 
fl-nw&, f. 39, The Frmth 
re puis' d, /AW. 

S^jmiUfi Jrmadt, defeated p. 
«4- 

Spmtir Smiry, Biihop of 
NtrwUh, gains a greac 
Viftory at Sea, p. 4.3. 

Spmg AdmizaJ hu Death 
and Chara&er, p. 145 , 

Surinam, taken by the Dutc^, 
f. 180, Retaken by the 
Enslijh, p. 191, Reftored 
to the Diaeh by the Treaty 
of Brtda, p. zci. 
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SmtOK, * moft wvlike 
, W«uon, f. 16, 19- 



3&wlM bombarded, f. aSy. 

7(jp(»f"R«ic«, E»s''j'> Admiral, 

de&ats the lT««i» « Sea, 

nJiQ* iDand of, taken &tHn 
the DMch,p. 189, and ijo. 

BfTiH^fw Earl of^H'ritrt) an 
Account of his Conduft 
in » certwn Engagement, 

TitrviSt, Frmh Admiral, 
gains an Advintage, f. 
356, Is defcited,/. «S9' 

Treaty of WhiithM, f. 149, 
Of BntlA,f.7oa,0{ Rtj^ict, 
f. 365, &£Utr(ehi,p. JSl8, 

Of.LWM, ^ 301. 

Triple Alliance concluded, 

2}-<>o/i'. Cor&irs burnt by Sir 
J<iiintlart*rnt$h,f. 15 '; 

TVwf M««/H,I>»Kf*j Admiral, 
kill'd, ,. 131. ,j. 

ruHit. Corfairs deftroy d by 
Bltk«, ^I43- 



f^p. Frtnch and Spanllb SUpf 
taken and burnt there,/. 
374. Taken, ^ J'"- 

flift ZMttit Ships burnt there, 

w 

[frf^w Sir Charlet, takes and 
deftroys f»me Sfani^ Gal- 
leons, /. 191. , , 

»W(» Sir Gitrff, aflifts m 
defeating tlw Sftnitrds on 

■ the CoaftofSiV/^7,;- SOS- 

JPIi«in- Sit Fr»«eis, loft in a 
Storm, p. s6j. 

If(i//«n> of UtmaiuJjf, claim d 
the Crown oiingiuni as 
Ms Right, ?. 13, Never 
affunied the Title of C». 

. Mtr»r, Ihid. 

mxtcriViUUm Captain, De- 
feats the Frtnch near Gucttu 

h'f 5'- 
Di Wit Jft&a, contrives the 
Ai6out«G!M»i&«n,^. 191, 
Is murthet'd together 
with his Brother at the 



UmfrtviBi Sir R^ert, ravages 
the Coaft of ScttlaiU, ana 
bums the Capital Ship of 

: that Kingdom, f- 45* 



3Srt Duke of; is Gjccefifiil 
^ainfl: the Dutch at Sea, 
. p. 160, and/> a"»- 
rw■«Iflandof,taken,^ aSs* 



Variation of the Needle, 
by whcHD difcoTci d, t- 
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